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Chairperson’s Report

Happy New Year everyone!
The new year seems to have bought with it another
lockdown and very wintery weather. No snow so far
here but it is definitely very chilly. The cats’ radiator
beds have been fully occupied over the last few weeks!
The start of December 2020 saw out first ever virtual
cat show take place. It was a huge success, and we were
so grateful to everyone who entered and supported our
charity of the year, The Maidenhead Cat Rescue. It
has been an extremely difficult year for everyone, but
animal rescues have found it difficult to be able to raise
vital funds for the animals they have been looking after.
They have still been taking in unwanted pets, many
needing veterinary care and nursing them back to health before they wait to be able to
get them adopted when restrictions allow. We are proud that we were able to put on an
event that not only was great fun for everyone but helped a worthy cause. It took months
of planning, lots of hard work and many late nights but Dee and I had great fun putting
it together and loved seeing so many pictures of your feline friends, 296 to be exact!
Thank you, Dee, for making it an enjoyable experience, I think we learnt a new skill!
Thanks to the rest of the committee too for supporting us and letting us run with the
idea. You’ll see our winners later in the newsletter

.

If you were lucky enough to have been able to show your cats before the pandemic hit
last year remember that we run an annual show awards scheme to celebrate wins at GCCF
shows throughout the year. Details can be found in
previous newsletters and do send your show points to our
show support secretary by 28th February 2021.
With the arrival of the COVID-19 vaccine and a nationwide
vaccination programme underway, let’s hope we will be
coming out of lockdown by the next newsletter … or at
least thinking about it!
Stay safe everyone.
Clare Treacher
RVN CertSAN ISFM CertFN
Saluay Korats
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Editor’s Notes
Hello everyone!
First of all, I would like to wish you all a happy and healthy
New Year! Little time has passed since our last
‘Summer/Autumn newsletter, but in order to catch up, we
have compiled the ‘Winter’ edition now so that the rest of
the year’s issues will hopefully follow on time.

The main event that has happened since our last Newsletter is
the KTCA Virtual Show. It was a great success and all proceeds were gratefully received by the
Club’s chosen charity, the Maidenhead Cat Rescue. You can read all about it and see our lovely
winner’s photographs in this edition.

As we are all very much aware, we have recently entered another countrywide lockdown. I hope
this doesn’t bring too much disruption to your lives and that you remain healthy throughout.
Personally, I benefit greatly from being able to spend more time with my cats and dog. They love
us being around all the time and take it in turns to sit on a warm lap. It does make things a bit
tricky when trying to work on the laptop though!
Don’t forget, I’m always happy to hear about your feline-related lockdown stories or if you have
read a good book (maybe there is a cat mentioned in it somewhere to make it a little more
appropriate), then perhaps write a
review. Did you get any ‘kitty’ gifts
for Christmas, if so, I want to hear
about it and perhaps your latest
cat-related ‘purrchase’!
I’m busy preparing for the arrival
of Dottie’s first litter. It was a bit
of a marathon task to get her
mated as she hadn’t called for five
and a half months, and with
lockdowns, it was very fortunate
that she started calling between
Wales’ lockdown being lifted and
England’s travel restrictions coming
into place. A four-hour road trip,
twice, finally paid off!
Stay safe everyone!
Louise Portsmouth, Cattleya Cats
Newsletter Editor
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Committee News
Your committee is dedicated to
promoting healthy Korats & Thais.

Happy New Year! I do hope everyone is healthy,
staying safe and, most importantly, being kind to
others. The end still isn’t anywhere in sight but we can only
hope that the continuing vaccination programme will
eventually bring back some form of normality. Until then, we
need to do our best to keep ourselves and others safe until
things change for the better.
So far, I’ve only been outside the house 8 times since
Christmas and am definitely feeling the effects of cabin fever! The cats, however, are very
happy that their human slave is on hand to cater for their every whim. We spend a lot of
time lazing in, or on the bed (the comfiest place for chronic back pain) and they make
excellent body/foot warmers. Four of my excursions were to the vet with my two ‘oldies’
as both have tumours which are being closely monitored. Willow is now 18 with a very
slow growing tumour which has been there for around 12 months with no evidence of any
spreading. However, Yinny, who is only 16, has several tumours which have suddenly
grown during the past month. She also has asthma which complicates things somewhat.
I hate my cats getting older and frail but at the moment Yinny is still the normal, happy,
purry and playful girl she has always been so hopefully she’ll be around for a while yet,
fingers crossed. Anyway, onto the Club news!
There isn’t much committee news since the last newsletter. Without any shows or Council
meetings, nothing much is happening. We are planning a Zoom committee meeting next
month when we will discuss and decide what happens about this year’s AGM. I believe
that GCCF are also going to hold the next Council meeting in March, via Zoom – which
should be interesting, but good that things will be up for discussion and moving on.
SHOW NEWS
K&TCA SHOW ~ The Show Licence for this year, 2nd October 2021, has been approved but
actually holding the show, is obviously subject to GCCF relaxing the ban on Shows. The
Board review the situation monthly based on the Government’s COVID-19 regulations.
Maybe by July or August, socialising will be allowed and we will be able to hold our show.
Let’s hope so!
ONLINE CHARITY SHOW ~ A HUGE ‘Thank You’ to Dee and Clare for organising the very
successful online show. I know many of you participated and won some of the lovely
rosettes and certificates provided. The response was phenomenal and it was great to see
all those cat photos! We raised a substantial amount for our 2020 charity. The show was
entirely funded by members of the committee, but the Club did contribute £23.20 to round
up the donation we made to the Maidenhead Cat Rescue. You can see and read more
about the show and the results later in this newsletter. Thanks to all those who entered
and helped such a deserving cause.
SHOW POINTS SCHEME ~ There were a few shows held in the first 3 months of 2020 so if
you were there and won awards, do let Jen Day know.
Please do send in articles and/or photos for future newsletters. With little happening in
the Cat Fancy we need your contributions more than ever.
Once again, take care and stay safe. Let’s hope for some normality soon!
Julie Cherkas (Club Secretary)
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Pet Travel Abroad post-Brexit
Contributed by Jen Lacey

Dog, cat and ferret owners will have to follow new rules if they wish to travel to the EU
or to Northern Ireland with their pet following Brexit.
From 1 January 2021, people travelling from Britain with pets and assistance dogs will
need to ensure they have an animal health certificate (AHC) instead of a pet passport
no earlier than 10 days before travel.
Previously, British pets required only a passport while their country was part of the EU.
Only vets officially allowed to inspect animals for export can issue the certificates.
The same rule will apply for taking animals from England, Scotland and Wales to
Northern Ireland.
The change is because the UK will have part 2 listed status under the EU Pet Travel
Scheme. Owners will also have to ensure their animal is microchipped, and protected
against certain diseases.
The Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) has said dogs, cats
and ferrets will need to be vaccinated against rabies 21 days before travelling, and
dogs must be treated against tapeworm if they are travelling to some countries.
Pets and assistance dogs will also need to enter the EU through a travellers’ point of
entry, via a major port or airport.
There will be no change to the current health preparations or documents for pets
entering Great Britain from the EU or Northern Ireland.
Owners have been advised to check the government website for guidelines.
UK chief veterinary officer Christine Middlemiss said: “Your vet will be able to advise
what you need to do in order to obtain the correct documentation to travel and you can
find the latest pet travel advice on gov.uk or by searching ‘pet travel’.”
Meanwhile, the government is continuing to press the European commission to secure
Part 1 listed status, stating that the UK meets all the requirements for it.
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Korat & Thai Cat Association Virtual Show 2020 Results

Best Korat

Best Thai

GR CH CATTLEYA TINY DANCER

CH CATTLEYA CALYPSO

Class 1 – UK Korat Adult Judge Donatella Mastrangelo
1st – GR CH JUSARKA APHRODITE
2nd – IGR CH KAL-LEE KASEM
3rd – GR CH SALUAY SAENG LALI SAWAN
Class 2 – UK Korat Kitten Judge Donatella Mastrangelo
1st – KOORAHK LILY’S PROMISE
2nd – SALUAY SAENG LALI SAWAN
3rd – SERENNOL FREYJA BYGU VANIR
Class 3 – UK Korat Neuter Judge Donatella Mastrangelo
1st – GR CH CATTLEYA TINY DANCER
2nd – KANZONA SIRIKIT
3rd – JUSARKA MERCURY
Class 4 – UK Thai Adult Judge Marlene Buckeridge
1st – CH CATTLEYA CALYPSO
2nd – IGR CH JUSARKA DEVINE DREAM MAKER

Winners Rosettes

Class 5 – UK Thai Kitten Judge Marlene Buckeridge
1st – HIGFORD THAI CHI
2nd – JUSARKA DREAM-GENIE
3rd – JUSARKA ASTERIA
Class 6 – UK Thai Neuter Judge Marlene Buckeridge
1st – JUSARKA THE PROMISED ONE
2nd – IGR CH & PR JUSARKA DREAM-CATCHER
3rd – MAIPENRAI KALISTA MOON
Class 7 – Any Cat Judge Public Vote
1st – COOKIE
2nd – IZZI
3rd – BABY ELLE, 3rd – LOXLEY
5th – PHOEBE
6th – GENIE, 6th – GIN
Class 8 – International Korats outside the UK Judge Julie Cherkas
1st – JONA’S BAMSE
2nd – KOBALT POLLUX
3rd – SALUAY LEK-ANGRIT
Class 9 – International Look-a-Like Korat or Thai outside the UK Judge Ian Macro
1st – GRAYCEE LOUIE
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Class 10 – International Rainbow Bridge Korat or Thai Judge Wendy Pobgee
1st – FIN*GIP & IC MYTHAI HOO-A JY GLAH
Class 11 – UK Look-a-Like Korat or Thai Judge Wendy Pobgee
1st – KILLY
2nd – EVIE
3rd – MOON
Class 12 – UK Rainbow Bridge Korat or Thai Judge Janet Williams
1st – JUSARKA CALYPSO JAZZ
2nd - UK IGR PR MAIPENRAI DOC FLOWER
3rd – CH KOORAHK LILIWEN
4th – CHANDRAKAN DANG DANG
5th – HIBREEZE SYRIE
6th – PR JENANCA SOLITAIRE
Class 13 – UK Most Luminous Eyes Judge Lynda Ashmore
1st – MAIPENRAI KALISTA MOON
2nd – MAIPENRAI DOWJAI
3rd – CLAIRABELLE FRODO
Class 14 – UK Golden Oldies Judge Judith Jewkes
1st – KILLY
2nd – FRANKIE
3rd – WILLOW
Class 15 – UK Mighty Hunter Judge Diana Harper
1st – PRINCESS FIONA & TINA
2nd – SPUD
3rd – CHARLEY & GINGKO
Class 16 – UK Couch Purr-tato Judge Brian Lacey
1st – ERNIE
2nd – BOBO
3rd – MINNIE MOO
Class 17 – UK Innocent Until Proven Guilty Judge Diana Harper
1st – PHOEBE
2nd – HARLEY & PERCY
3rd – MAISY
Class 18 – UK Friends Forever Judge Wendy Pobgee
1st – GORDON & HERBIE
2nd – MEGGI, SAMSON & MALI
3rd – SIMBA & SPENCER
Class 19 – UK No Room at the Inn Judge Judith Jewkes
1st – JAZZ, TIGGER, WILLOW, DREEMA & IZZI
2nd – DREAM, DARIUS & KIT
3rd – 5 LOCKDOWN GIRLS BORN 17/04/20
Class 20 – International Most Luminous Eyes Judge Janet Williams
1st – MAKALAUS CHLOE
2nd – SIRI KIRA IHTSARA
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3rd – SALUAY LEK-ANGRIT

Class 21 – International Golden Oldies Judge Ian Macro
1st – PIULA
Class 22 – International Couch Purr-tato Judge Brian Lacey
1st – SALUAY LEK-ANGRIT
2nd – MAKALAUS CHLOE
3rd – R’PHI TCHAI & RHANSA DE PROVENCE KORAT
Class 23 – International No Room at the Inn Judge Julie Cherkas
1st – PROVENCE KORAT LITTER
Special Class – Dee’s Favourite Felines

Special Class – Clare’s Favourite Felines

1st – POLLY
2nd – COOKIE
3rd – FRANKIE
4th – BETSY
5th – PHOEBE
6th – EVIE

1st – CERSEI
2nd – MAX
3rd – RAZZY
4th – CHLOE
5th – BLUEBELL
6th – BB

A ‘Thank You’ from Veronica Robinson on behalf of the Maidenhead Cat Rescue …
Just to say a big ‘THANK YOU’ from Maidenhead Cat Rescue for all your hard work in putting on such
a wonderful virtual cat show. It all ran beautifully and it must take a lot to ensure that happens!
I thought there were a lovely lot of entries and just loved
looking at the photos of all the wonderful cats and kittens –
the judges must have had a really hard job sorting out winners,
but in a way, every cat was a winner in supporting our charity –
it is so much appreciated! Karen Lewis, our committee chair
did a great job in collecting photos of our rescue cats to enter
in the show. I believe there were sixteen entries from us in
total and two were winners – Frankie, 2nd in the Golden Oldies
and Simba and Spencer, 3rd in the Forever Friends. It really
was the icing on the cake to
see that the judges selected
some of our cats for an award. It is a tribute to all our foster Mums
and Dads who work so hard to get the rescue cats fit and well and in
good condition, able to trust humans again, and ready for their new
homes.
We all hope that once the COVID restrictions end we will be able to
get back to normal – find homes for the cats in our care and of course
rescue the lost, abandoned and stray cats in our area.
Again, so many thanks for giving your support.
Veronica x
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION VIRTUAL SHOW WINNERS 2020

UK Korat Adult

UK Korat Kitten

Jusarka Aphrodite

Koorahk Lily's Promise

Owner: Julie Cherkas

Owner: Helen Hawkins

UK Korat Neuter & Overall Best Korat
GrCh Cattleya Tiny Dancer
Owner: Louise Portsmouth

UK Thai Adult & Overall Best Thai

UK Thai Kitten

UK Thai Neuter

Ch Cattleya Calypso

Higford Thai Chi

Jusarka The Promised One

Owner: Louise Portsmouth

Owner: Julie White

Owner: Julie Cherkas

UK Public Vote - Any Cat

International Korat

Cookie

Jona's Bamse

Owner: Carol Walker

Owner: Parkorn Yosakrai

International Look-a-like Korat
Graycee Louie
Owner: Susan K Louie

International Rainbow Bridge Korat or
Thai

UK Look-a-like Korat or Thai

FIN*GIP&IC Mythai Hoo-a Jy Glah

Killy

Jusarka Calypso Jazz

Owner: Eva Pineda

Owner: Sally Macaulay
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Owner: Julie Cherkas

UK Rainbow Bridge Korat or Thai

KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION VIRTUAL SHOW WINNERS 2020

UK Most Luminous Eyes

UK Golden Oldies

UK Mighty Hunter

Maipenrai Kalista Moon

Killy

Princess Fiona & Tina

Owner: Julie White

Owner: Sally Macaulay

Owner: Janet Williams

UK Couch Purr-tato

UK Innocent Until Proven Guilty

UK Friends Forever

Ernie

Phoebe

Gordon & Herbie

Owner: Lauranne Le Beau

Owner: Abby Humphries

Owner: Cathryn Earl

UK No Room at the Inn

International Most Luminous Eyes

International Golden Oldies

Jazz, Tigger, Willow, Dreema & Izzi

Makalaus Chloe

Piula

Owner: Julie Cherkas

Owner: Marie Mo

Owner: Eva Pineda

Thank you for all
your entries and

Congratulations

International Couch Purr-tato

International No Room at the Inn

Saluay Lek-Angrit

Provence Korat Litter

Owner: Eric Plaideau

Breeder: Eric
12 Plaideau

to all the winning
cats and their
owners

Korat & Thai
Cat
Association
Virtual Show
2020
2nd & 3rd
Place Photos
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Feline Philately

I knew postage stamp and pictorial postmark collecting had always been an
interesting past time and that people collected thematically, but little did I
realise that there are several websites dedicated specifically to feline philately
such as purr-n-furr.org and catstamps.org; there are also plenty of photographs
of feline related stamps to be found on Pinterest. I started to search for ‘Korat’
stamps and here are just a few of them.

Thailand produces lovely stamps including this
set highlighting their native cat breeds
including the Korat.
Stamp production is a great way of getting
messages across such as alerting pet owners to
have cats vaccinated, microchipped, neutered
or spayed.

Contributed by Louise Portsmouth
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K&TCA’s Show Points & Awards Scheme
This scheme relies on you telling me (Jen Day) about your show successes. Points are allocated
for wins at all GCCF shows throughout the year, and normally runs from January to December.
As there were only a few shows before lockdown in March, please let me know if your cat(s)
received any awards in this first three months of 2020. If you don’t let me have your results,
no points can be awarded so you’ll need to send me results by 28 February 2021.

What I Need

The information needed to place the cat into the correct category is: Date/Name of Show;
Name/Title of cat; breed [Korat or Thai (which type of Thai)]; Adult/Kitten/Neuter; Male or
Female. Then which awards it won and the points, although we are happy to allocate points for you
once we have all the other information.

What Rewards Will You Get?

Special laminated certificates are awarded to the winners of each category:
Best Male Adult; Best Male Neuter; Best Male Kitten
Best Female Adult; Best Female Neuter; Best Female Kitten
Best Breeder, and Runner Up, awarded to Breeders with the most overall points.
The Certificates are awarded at the AGM each year, along with the Title Rosettes (see below).
To encourage you all to send in your results, a reminder of the points follows. Breeders can include
cats bred, but no longer owned, by them.

Special K&TCA Club Rosettes for Change of Title
As a club member you are entitled to claim a special rosette each time your cat gains a new title;
e.g. Champion, Premier, Grand Champion, Grand Premier, etc. Your cat’s title and full pedigree
name will be printed on the tails of the rosette. Title rosettes for achievements during 2020,
which will be presented at the next AGM.

The Points Allocation

BREED CLASS – Kitten, Adult or Neuter
Awarded CC, PC, or 1st in Kitten Class = 20 points
2nd Place = 10 points
3rd Place = 5 points
GRAND CLASS - Adult or Neuter
Awarded Grand [CC or PC] or UKGR = 30 points
Reserve Grand = 20 points
Withheld Certificate = 10 points
IMPERIAL CLASS - Adult or Neuter
Awarded Imperial Grand [CC or PC] = 40 points
Reserve Imperial = 30 points
Withheld Certificate = 15 points
OLYMPIAN CLASS - Adult or Neuter
Awarded Olympian = 50 points
Reserve Olympian = 40 points
3rd Place in Olympian = 30 points
4th Place in Olympian = 20 points
5th Place in Olympian = 10 points
OTHER AWARDS
Best of Breed award = 20 points
Best of Variety Section 4 Adult, Kitten, Neuter = 30 points
Overall BOV = 40 points
Overall Best in Show = 50 points
Overall Best of Best (Joint Shows) = 50 points

If notification is not sent, no points will be awarded
Send details to:jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk
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GCCF NEWS

I last wrote in October, just as the elections were being held for new GCCF
Officers, Board Members and other committees. I can give the results, of
course, but there isn’t a lot of other news.
GCCF Chair:
Sean Farrell
GCCF Vice-Chair: Peter Collin
Board Members:
Steve Crow, Hilary Dean, John Hansson, Jen Lacey &
Peter Williams
Finance:
Maria Chapman-Beer, Steve Crow, Gavin Eyres,
Rosemary Fisher & Shelagh Heavens.
Investigations:
Prof Kym Jarvis & Claire Lewis
Many names will be familiar to you if you show as most are judges (not Hilary, Kym, Gavin or
Jen) and the majority handle Korats & Thais on occasions. Also, there are very few changes.
Peter Williams becomes a Board member for the first time and Gavin Eyres does a first turn
on FC. The Disciplinary & Appeals Committees remained as they were.
Although I don’t know him well, I think Peter W will make an interesting addition as his life that
is not cat orientated is business (City of London & International type). He’s very keen to be
involved with planning for the GCCF’s future as a company, bringing in new and younger
people. It’s a good aim, so let’s see what ideas he has and can persuade others to try.
These elections were different as there could be no meeting held in June in London, as has
been the practice since the end of World War II! They were arranged by CIVICA (the Electoral
Reform Society) who used the process referred to as a single transferable vote (stv). That was
different, because it meant that votes could be passed to another candidate lower on a list of
options if a first choice wasn’t going to make it, but I’ve not found anyone who can explain the
results as presented mathematically. It was a case of accepting the outcome as presented by
the independent agency.
The Board is considering that an actual Electoral Council meeting in June 2021 may not be
possible, so there will have to be decisions taken on whether to do the same again, wait to
meet until later in the year, or let the votes be sent to the Office. I think there will be some
interesting discussions in the next few weeks, but ultimately it will be the clubs (via their
delegates) to make the choice rather than the Board. So, if anyone is knowledgeable on voting
systems, or simply has comments to make, please do pass them on to the K&TCA Committee
for consideration. The cost of using an agency is very similar to hiring the hall.

FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING – THE GREAT EXPERIMENT
The Board is keen to resume some form of Council Meeting during this difficult time to enable
delegate contributions and voting on the important issues. Recent discussion has been on
how to include as many people as possible and allow enough time for preparations. There
was really only one conclusion. Like Parliament, the BBC and businesses up and down the
country we would have to use Zoom and the first notice of this has been circulated.
The meeting will be in March rather than February to give more time to prepare. This isn’t just
to get the paperwork together, but to allow some practice sessions for those who would like
to participate but need to find out how to make the connection and join in.
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It should happen on SATURDAY, 13th MARCH 2021 at 1pm. Yes, that’s right a SATURDAY,
so there’s another innovation. It’s a break from tradition, but it was thought now was a good
time to try it. There will be no shows, people are not having to travel at a weekend and, most
importantly, it’s a far more user-friendly day for those with a Monday-Friday work commitment.
Numbers were beginning to drop off quite a lot for Wednesdays in London so it will be good
to know if there’s a viable alternative.
We’ve had K&TCA committee meetings via this method, and it’s a great way for families to
keep in touch, but it’s a little vague at present on exactly how it will work with 100+ people.
Obviously, it can’t be quite the same as an actual meeting. Questions will probably have to be
sent in advance or via the chat facility on the day, and any speakers strictly limited with
someone in charge of the mute button to prevent interruptions and people cutting across
others. I’m sure there will be glitches, but any delegate involvement in forward planning will
be worth it.

SHOWS
The 2020-21 season has now been written off altogether. There will be no GCCF shows until
1st June 2021 at the very earliest. The question now is whether they will be able to resume in
the same way as pre-Covid, and it was thought there probably would have to be differences,
not least because there will be fewer judges. There will be a group discussing this in the next
few weeks, and no doubt suggestions will come to the Council meeting. Will it signal the end
of miscellaneous classes and/or written judge reports? If exhibitors are to lose these what new
incentives will replace them? This is another topic where your thoughts are welcome!

£ FINANCES
A lot of businesses have lost out during the pandemic, but fortunately GCCF isn’t one of them.
You may have read about increased demand for puppies as lots more people have stayed at
home, and the same has been true for kittens too. That’s meant more registrations and
transfers to increase income, while savings have been made on the cost of meetings. That
gives an opportunity to spend to invest in the business to make future improvements.
Plans are already underway to make website upgrades; it’s known a much better search
facility is wanted for starters. Another idea is to increase the amount of online information for
training and testing via film and video. Each BAC could have an opportunity to teach about
its breed, and it would mean input from experienced breeders and/or judges is preserved for
many into the future rather than seen by a few at a seminar.

KORATS AND THAIS
I mentioned the increased demand for kittens, and I think I’m not the only breeder to have had
far more enquires than I’ve kittens to place. To the end of November there were 42 Korats
and 11 Thais registered. We’re not as low as some breeds, such as Turks and Singapuras,
which could be in danger of disappearing, but it would be good to welcome new breeders.

FINALLY, BREXIT & TRAVEL
It’s not going to make a deal of difference to importing, but exporting to Europe or travelling
there to show will need far more preparation because there will no longer be PETS Passports
and a more complicated vaccination and health check schedule will replace them, initially
taking around 3 months. Note: that will include journeys to Northern Ireland although it never
has done previously - to do with the EU border now being in the Irish Sea.

Jen Lacey (K&TCA GCCF Delegate) 28.12.2020 Stay safe and well.
Jen.lacey@btinternet.com
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Cowpox Virus Infection in Cats
Cowpox virus infection is an uncommon skin condition, usually
affecting cats which enjoy hunting small rodents. The skin
lesions resulting from infection usually disappear on their own
with time. However, when a cat’s immune system is
suppressed by medicines or illness, then the infection can
develop in a severe and generalised way.
There are a variety of pox viruses that can infect a number of
different animal species. Although cowpox virus infects cattle,
cattle are actually rarely implicated as a source of infection for
cats, and cows are not the natural reservoir for this virus.
Cowpox infection has been reported in domestic cats and
cheetahs, cattle, and occasionally humans, dogs, elephants and
horses. The natural host for this virus is thought to be wild
rodents.

Cat with feline cowpox virus infection:
lesions on the head with focal encrusted
plaques

Cats infected with cowpox virus are usually avid hunters that come into contact with prey, especially
the bank vole (Clethrionomys glareolus), field vole (Microtus agrestis) and the wood mouse
(Apodemus sylvaticus), among others, which are known to carry the infection. Such rodents don’t
usually show any signs of infections. The disorder is reported in many European countries including
Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, The Netherlands, UK, Scandinavia and western states in the
former Soviet Union.

Infection in cats
The prevalence of cowpox infection in cats is considered to be relatively low but varies
geographically. There is no age, breed or sex predisposition for infection but there may be an
increased risk in seasons where rodents are most prevalent (e.g. the autumn). Infection is primarily
seen in outdoor cats that are active hunters.

Clinical signs in cats
Cowpox virus enters the skin through a bite wound from a rodent usually on the cat’s head, neck or
limb. The viral infection becomes apparent after a few days as a small nodule with ulceration (broken
and infected skin). This may be followed by secondary bacterial infection, producing cellulitis
(inflamed red and sore skin) and an abscess may
form.

Cowpox lesion on limb of cat. The hair has been
removed to show the typical shape of a plaque
lesion with crust removed

Once inside the cat’s body a viraemia will develop
(the virus will be present in the blood within
circulating cells) and it may spread to the lungs, nasal
passages, mouth, gastrointestinal tract and various
lymphoid tissues. There may be oral and
gastrointestinal
ulceration,
nasal
discharge,
pneumonia and diarrhoea. However, in most cases
the signs of viraemia are mild but may include pyrexia
(high body temperature), depression and a poor
appetite.
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10 days to several weeks after the initial infection, numerous further skin lesions may develop and
these are often the most obvious sign of infection. These consist of small oval to circular ulcerated
papules (small bumps) and plaques (flat swollen areas) up to 1 cm in size. Pruritus (itching) is not a
major feature of this disease and this may help to distinguish it from other conditions. The plaques
are usually covered with crusts which will fall off as the infection resolves. These lesions may be
observed on any part of the body.
Infection usually resolves itself over six to eight weeks. However, if glucocorticoids (steroids) are
administered (which suppress the cat’s immune response) or if they are immunosuppressed (e.g.,
infection with FeLV or FV), then severe generalised systemic infection may occur, often with fatal
pneumonia.

Diagnosis
Blood or skin samples can be used to confirm a diagnosis of cowpox virus infection. These are used
to check for the presence of specific antibodies or the cowpox virus itself. Infection can be confirmed
by:






A positive antibody titre (detection of sufficient antibodies against the virus in a blood sample)
is supportive of recent infection (usually within the previous six months), and cats will be
antibody positive within 7‐14 days after initial exposure
Virus isolation or PCR – detecting the genetic material of the virus – from crust material taken
from skin lesions. These are regarded as the gold standard tests although a specialist
laboratory is needed for these investigations
Skin biopsies from affected areas will also demonstrate characteristic changes within the
infected cells, and if needed, virus can also be detected within the skin biopsies

Treatment of infected cats
In most cases the lesions will heal without intervention within a few weeks of initial infection, and in
mild cases nothing more may need to be done. In more severely affected cats, and in those with
secondary bacterial infections antibiotics, may be needed and lesions may need to be bathed.
Cats that are not eating may require hospitalisation with intravenous fluid therapy and nutritional
support. It is vitally important to avoid administration of glucocorticoids because the clinical signs
may become much worse. Severe cases that have developed respiratory involvement and viral
pneumonia have a poor prognosis.

Spread of infection and risk to humans
Cat‐to‐cat transmission may occur rarely but this does not seem to be associated with overt clinical
signs. In general, cowpox virus infection of humans is uncommon and its infectivity is considered to
be low. However, up to 50% of human infections may be acquired from cats. Although the risk is low,
cats with suspected cowpox infection should be isolated from other cats where possible, and handled
by people with a low risk of infection (e.g., avoid children and elderly people or immunocompromised
people handling the cat). Also, wearing disposable gloves when handling the cat and keeping it in an
environment that is easy to clean is sensible as the virus can survive quite well at room temperature.
Hypochlorite‐based disinfectants are likely to be effective in destroying the virus.
Downloaded from https://icatcare.org/advice/cowpox‐virus‐infection‐in‐cats/
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Meet the Cats
Welcome to the “Meet the Cats” section! I hope you all enjoy finding out more
about your fellow club members cats. Please send photos and details to Louise
Portsmouth (see page 5 for contact details) for inclusion in Meet the Cats.
Name
Breed
Age
Breeder
Owner
Favourite food

Favourite toy

Show
achievements
Favourite past
times
Interesting
fact
Name
Breed

Jasumik Gwilym, pet names,
Uncle Gwilym or Gwilliam
Korat
4 years, 4 months
Jane Couch
Jane Couch
Go-Cat/Whiskas Biscuits,
Royal Canin Sensible, Tuna,
Webbox Lick-e-lix sachets
A teddy he keeps pinching off
Jane’s bed, Black stick/wand
toy
Not shown
Pestering for yummies, putting some of the older cats in their place,
sleeping curled up with Angel.
He's the biggest cat Jane has ever bred. He weighs 1 stone and is solid.
We call him our Gentle Giant!
Jasumik Pryncess Leia, pet
name Angel
Thai Blue Point

Age
Breeder
Owner
Favourite food

1 year, 3 months
Jane Couch
Jane Couch
Whiskas/Royal Canin Sensible
biscuits, Hi-Life sticks.

Favourite toy

Small furry green ball, Simon's
Cat scratching post with a
base that contains balls that
rattle
Not shown

Show
achievements
Favourite past
times
Interesting
fact

Sleeping on top of cardboard scratch tunnel, sleeping with 'Uncle Gwilym',
lying flat on her back with her paws in the air.
Angel was born with her back legs bent round the wrong way. They have
now straightened but turn inwards, meaning she waddles like a duck! She
also has a short lower jaw and has stayed very small weighing 4-5lbs. She
is our munchkin blue point!
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Korat & Thai Rescue/Re-homing
Sadly, we have two neutered Thai cats who are needing to be
rehomed due to the health of their owner. Can you help?

Please Can You Give Us a Home?
There are 2 beautiful cats, a Thai Lilac male and a Thai Lilac Point
female who are both neutered and need to live together in the same
family home. Sadly, their current owner is unable to care for them
due to illness.
Can you offer these cats a safe forever home? If you think you can
help, please contact me in the first instance, for further details.
Julie Cherkas (contact details are on page 3).

If you know anyone with a cat to be rehomed or can offer a
home to a rescue Korat or Thai Cat, please do let me know.
Julie Cherkas
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

How Old is my Cat in Human Years?
Although there's no reliable scientific way to calculate the relationship
between human and cat years, it's generally agreed that the first two
years of a cat's life are roughly equal to the first 25 of a human's. After
this, each additional year is around four 'cat years'. There are many
charts online which calculate the figures for you; just google ‘cats age in
human years’.

What is the Average Life Expectancy of my Cat?
The true answer is that it depends, but indoor cats usually live longer
than outdoor cats. On average, indoor cats live 16 to 18 years and some
even reach the venerable age of 20. Life expectancy also depends on the
breed, as some cat breeds will naturally live longer than others. Korats
and Thais often live into their 20’s, so could reach a ripe old age in human
years! According to some sources, the world’s oldest cat lived to be 34.
That’s 153 in cat years!
Cats’ life expectancies have increased
dramatically in the last few decades. Although it’s never long enough,
we’re spending more and more time together with our feline friends and
that can only be a great thing.
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£Treasurer’s Notes
Hi Everyone,
It’s hard to believe how quickly 2021 arrived. Hope you are all keeping safe and well. These are difficult times
indeed, but my ladies are feeling spoilt having both Mark and I home working for the foreseeable.
Meanwhile in Treasurers Corner….
I want to thank all of you that have already committed to stay with us for 2021. It is not an easy time and I
and the committee appreciate your loyalty to our breed and club. Our accounts are healthy and we ended 2020
with 87 paid-up members. We hope that most of you will continue to support us this year.
Don’t forget that 2021 subscriptions were due on the 1st January.
Ways to pay:
 You can pay by PayPal; membership@korats.org.uk. To avoid paying a fee, please remember to choose
friend, family or gift NOT goods and services when paying by this method.
 You can still pay by cheque, payable to: Korat & Thai Cat Association and send your remittance to the
Treasurer’s address on Page 3.
 You can use a Bank Transfer or Standing Order. Account Name: Korat & Thai Cat Association.
Account No: 66677568. Sort Code: 30-90-28. If using BACS, please add ‘email’ or ‘paper’ to indicate
how you receive your newsletter, along with the subscription year and how many members in the
reference. For example: ‘Paper2021-2’. If there is no option for a reference, please let me know by
email or you can send a text to 07921719001.
Lastly, a big welcome to our new member; Sally Macaulay, Basingstoke.
Keep safe and well

Dee >^..^<

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KTCA Subscriptions for 2021 were due on 1st January.
If taking a paper newsletter:
Newsletter sent by email:

Single: £9
Single: £7

Joint: £11
Joint: £9

Overseas: £12
Overseas: £12 (No overseas supplement)

Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
DECLARATION OF INTENT
I/We wish to join the Korat & Thai Cat Association and agree to abide by its current rules and decisions.
I/We wish to receive our newsletter via email Yes/No (please delete, as appropriate)
Please ensure you have completed your email address whether or not you have selected the email option.
In order to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations, we must ask if members will consent to
their details being kept for Club mailing purposes. These details will not be used for any other purpose,
except to provide your newsletters and Club communications. I/We are happy for my/our details to be held
by the Club.
Signed:

Date:
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS

NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mrs Felicity Black* [KOR]
London
Ms Julie Cherkas [KOR & TAI]
Southampton
Miss J Couch* [KOR & TAI]
South Wales
Mrs C Harding-Brown* [KOR & TAI]
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins* [KOR]
Manchester
Mrs J Lacey* [KOR & TAI]
Northamptonshire
Miss C Nichols* [KOR]
Humber Bridge
Mrs Gillian Pigott [KOR]
Sherborne, Dorset
Mrs L Portsmouth [KOR & TAI]
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire
Ms G Sinclair* [KOR]
London
Miss C Treacher [KOR]
London
Mrs S Williams-Elliss* [KOR & TAI]
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson [KOR & TAI]
Herefordshire

Kanzona
020 7485 1211
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
Jasumik
01792 791207
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Jenanca
01832 293831
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Bluesilk
07890 555850
Cattleya
01793 938543
Sawatao
07814 894733
Saluay
07714 279625
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

felicityvincent@gmail.com

Ms Camilla Baird

Primprau’s

Mr Bernd Pollesche

Kobalt

Denmark
dkkorat@yahoo.dk
Germany
bpollesche@arcor.de

jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
graham.jane2@virginmedia.com
animalantix@me.com
www.animalantix.com
koorahkliliwen@gmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
bluesilkkorats@btinternet.com
louise.portsmouth@mac.com
www.cattleyacats.co.uk
gab.s@talktalk.net
clare.treacher83@gmail.com
serennol@gmail.com
lizziecatw@gmail.com

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS KORAT BREEDERS

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
K&TCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Contact Dee Hillier-Kidston (details on page 3) with your litter information for inclusion on the KTCA
website. Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais),
number of each sex still available and date the kittens will be ready for their new homes. A photo can
also be added.

Please remember to let Dee know when your kittens have been placed.
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