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PICTURE GALLERY - MEMBERS PHOTOS

Fandango Pandora (TBP);
Courtesy of Claire Lewis

Cymba (TBP);
Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Non (KOR) and Taffy (TBP);
Courtesy of Mary Dunford

Latest litter from Oliver (TBP) and Maeori (KOR);

Courtesy of Jane Couch

Darika phong BoonNam Mignon (KOR);
Breeder Friederike Brinsch, courtesy of
owner Felicity Black
Dottie (TBP);
Courtesy of Louise Portsmouth
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PICTURE GALLERY - MEMBERS PHOTOS

Curly, Larry and Moe (KOR); owned by Penny
Styles, courtesy of Louise Portsmouth

Larry (KOR); owned by Penny Styles,
courtesy of Louise Portsmouth

BB (KOR);
Courtesy of Louise Portsmouth

Evie (TBP);
Courtesy of Louise Portsmouth

Merry (KOR);
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Samwise (TLP);
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Thanks to all members/breeders who shared photos of your wonderful cats! Please email
louise.portsmouth@mac.com with photos for the next newsletter.

4

K&TCA Officers & Committee
President
Mrs Judith Jewkes

Vice President
Mrs Lynda Ashmore

Chairperson
Ms Clare Treacher
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Chairperson's Report
I remember writing in my last Chair’s piece in the Spring that I’d hoped by the
next newsletter we’d be defeating COVID-19 - doesn’t really feel like it does it L.
With the Government’s new restrictions in place, I hope people are coping and
managing slightly better than the first lockdown. Christmas is just around the
corner and we all just want to be with our loved ones at that time of year, but let’s
just make sure we are all sensible and keep our family and friends safe.
It’s been a very busy summer here despite not being able to go out and about with
friends and family and take the usual holidays to Guernsey and Sandbanks that I
would normally have enjoyed. The cats have all enjoyed the warm and sunny
weather and definitely haven’t missed me leaving them for a few weeks, though
they probably have missed their cat sitter getting them take aways and allowing
them to do whatever they want! Emma, Maia and Keira have all been enjoying their
almost daily outings to roll in the dirt, chase flies or just sprawl in the sun. They
have now decided that the outside is absolutely not for them for the next 6 months
until the weather warms up!
With the cancellation of all GCCF cat shows, some exhibitors have been turning
their attention to entering virtual shows with their cats this year. These shows
are all done online and any cat can join in, even if they would never have enjoyed an
actual face to face show. You will have seen that the K&TCA annual show was
amongst the shows cancelled. We were disappointed to be unable to bring you a
show this year but people’s safety was our top priority. With this in mind we have
been working hard to try to bring you a virtual show later in the year. You will find
details further on in the newsletter.
I look forward to hopefully seeing all your lovely
cats entering the virtual show. Wouldn’t it be
lovely to see lots of cats all enjoying life at home
to put a smile on everyones face J.
Stay safe.

Clare Treacher
RVN CertSAN ISFM CertFN
Saluay Korats

Keira

For contact details please see page 5
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Editor’s Notes
Hello everyone!
Appropriately, I start my first ever ‘Editor’s Notes’ with a Korat on my lap! On
behalf of the K&TCA committee, I would like to express our grateful thanks to
Helen Hastilow for her sterling work on the previous newsletters over the past
three years and, of course, to Julie Cherkas who has supported all the Editors and
continues to do so.
Now to introduce myself … I am Louise Portsmouth and have been a member of the K&TCA since 2013 and
am very much looking forward to the opportunity to work on the Newsletter with my fellow committee
members and yourselves. I have always had cats in my life, particularly Burmese, but I first became aware
of Korat and Thai cats when showing one of my Burmese at a GCCF show. I was
whiling away the hours, walking up and down the rows of cat pens, when I spied
what I now know to be a Thai Blue Point with the most captivating China-blue
eyes. I immediately fell in love and loitered until her owner, Julie Cherkas,
turned up to feed her a plate full of prawns. It wasn’t long until I became the
proud owner of one of Dreema’s kittens, Evie, who went on to become my first
breeding queen.
Evie was a delight from the start and fitted in well with my two Burmese. She
has produced some lovely Korat and Thai Blue Point kittens, including her Korat
daughter BB, who has subsequently given me Dottie, the Thai Blue Point winner
of 2019 Overall Best in Show at our last breed club show.
Evie

Regarding the Newsletter … I would love to hear your thoughts of what you
would like to read about? I was thinking of commissioning a series of feline
health articles – are there any particular topics that interest you? Would you
like to share your ideas of how you keep your cats safe if they have outdoor
access? Perhaps some short reviews on any good feline related books you have
read? With a huge increase in internet shopping in these unprecedented times,
have you come across any good, or not so good, Korat/cat related products (‘cat
cr*p’ as my husband refers to all the
parcels of cat-related products that arrive
through the door).
Please send me any photos of your cats
you’ve taken. We would love to include them
in our next Newsletter and if you have any
stories you’d like to share that would be
great. And do let me know if you want to
include your cat(s) in the ‘Meet the Cats’
feature.
Louise Portsmouth, Cattleya Cats
Newsletter Editor
A fine example of a
recent purchase!
Dottie
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Committee News
Your committee is dedicated to
promoting healthy Korats & Thais.

Time for your Summer Newsletter …..
Like so many others in this current pandemic
situation, we are definitely playing catch up! Here is the Summer – or rather Late
Summer/Autumn newsletter!
I do hope everyone is staying safe still and most importantly, being kind to others. The end
still isn’t anywhere in sight but we need to do our best to keep ourselves and others safe until
things change for the better.
The committee have had two Zoom meetings since the last newsletter. Not the same as our
usual face-to-face catch ups, but still nice to keep things running smoothly and cat chat! And
it certainly beats driving for around 4 hours for the face-to-face events. Hence the more
frequent catch ups. The change to the Korat Standard of Points agreed in the AGM email has
now been completed, together with the update to records on the computer to ensure the GM
aspect of the Registration Policy is being properly executed. If any breeders are asked to test
UK bred kittens for GM, please let me know as this should now have been fixed. Also, all Thai
cats should now be on the Full, not Supplementary Register, so again, let me know if this is
not the case.
Thank you to all our loyal members too; it’s really important that we try to maintain as many
members as possible to keep the Club viable. So if you haven’t paid your subs still for this
year, our Treasurer, Dee, will be very happy to take your money! See her page towards the
end of the newsletter for details on how to pay. You will know if your subscription is still due
for 2020 because your newsletter will have the dreaded
new replacement for the old Red Dot.)

BLACK STAR

on the cover! (The

SHOW NEWS
K&TCA SHOW ~ we have been granted a licence to hold our show in 2021 – but this is no
guarantee that it will actually happen. I have my fingers crossed but like so much else at the
moment, we shall have to see what happens.
ONLINE CHARITY SHOW ~ Dee and Clare have been working tirelessly to bring you the fun of
an online show, where you can enter photos of your cats. No petrol expenses, no early
mornings, getting up at silly-o-clock, no noisy cats while travelling, just send in your photos!
Proceeds will be going to the K&TCA Charity for 2020. A huge thank you to Dee and Clare for
the hard work they have done so far; they will be organising and administering the show which
will use Facebook. Please have a look at the details on page 14 and I hope you will all consider
entering your cats. All you need is a clear photo. There are plenty of fun classes for you to
enter too! The only downside is we’ll miss getting together with each other to talk cats.
Louise and I have struggled a bit to find content as the usual events we report on and discuss
just aren’t happening, but hopefully, there will be something here for everyone. Please feel
free to send in articles and/or photos for future newsletters. With little happening in the Cat
Fancy we need your contributions more than ever.
Once again, do take care and stay safe in the current second wave of this life changing virus.
Julie Cherkas (Club Secretary)
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K&TCA’s Show Points & Awards Scheme
Even though only a handful of shows took place earlier this year (before lockdown), the scheme
relies on you telling me (Jen Day) about your show successes. Points are allocated for wins at all
GCCF shows throughout the year, and runs from January to December. If you don’t let me have
your 2020 results, no points can be awarded, please either send them after each show or ask
Julie Cherkas for the spreadsheet and keep a record as you show throughout the year.
You need to send me results by 31 January 2021. jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk

What I Need
The information needed to place the cat into the correct category is: Date/Name of Show;
Name/Title of cat; breed [Korat or Thai (which type of Thai)]; Adult/Kitten/Neuter; Male or
Female. Then which awards it won and the points, although we are happy to allocate points for you
once we have all the other information.

What Rewards Will You Get?

Special laminated certificates are awarded to the winners of each category:
Best Male Adult; Best Male Neuter; Best Male Kitten
Best Female Adult; Best Female Neuter; Best Female Kitten
Best Breeder, and Runner Up, awarded to Breeders with the most overall points.
The Certificates are awarded at the AGM each year, along with the Title Rosettes (see below).
To encourage you all to send in your results, a reminder of the points follows. Breeders can include
cats bred, but no longer owned, by them.

Special K&TCA Club Rosettes for Change of Title

As a club member you are entitled to claim a special rosette each time your cat gains a new title;
e.g. Champion, Premier, Grand Champion, Grand Premier, etc. Your cat’s title and full pedigree
name will be printed on the tails of the rosette. Title rosettes for achievements during 2020,
which will be presented at the next AGM.

The Points Allocation

BREED CLASS – Kitten, Adult or Neuter
Awarded CC, PC, or 1st in Kitten Class = 20 points
2nd Place = 10 points
3rd Place = 5 points
GRAND CLASS - Adult or Neuter
Awarded Grand [CC or PC] or UKGR = 30 points
Reserve Grand = 20 points
Withheld Certificate = 10 points
IMPERIAL CLASS - Adult or Neuter
Awarded Imperial Grand [CC or PC] = 40 points
Reserve Imperial = 30 points
Withheld Certificate = 15 points
OLYMPIAN CLASS - Adult or Neuter
Awarded Olympian = 50 points
Reserve Olympian = 40 points
rd
3 Place in Olympian = 30 points
4th Place in Olympian = 20 points
5th Place in Olympian = 10 points
OTHER AWARDS
Best of Breed award = 20 points
Best of Variety Section 4 Adult, Kitten, Neuter = 30 points
Overall BOV = 40 points
Overall Best in Show = 50 points
Overall Best of Best (Joint Shows) = 50 points

If notification is not sent, no points will be awarded
Send details to:jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk
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GCCF NEWS
I’ve usually got several pages to write on the happenings at Council
meetings. That can’t happen this time around, of course, as there have
been no physical meetings of any sort since lockdown arrived in March and
the world changed. However, that’s not to say GCCF hasn’t been
functioning. All its usual office services have been provided and these have
been kept going throughout.
I should begin with a tribute to our Office staff. Like everyone else they had
to spend a period working from home. Most of them didn’t like it very much
and were very pleased once a socially distanced return brought them back
to Bridgwater. It didn’t take them long to deal with the backlog of post, catching up with the
sending out of lots of registration and transfer cards that had been covered by electronic
communication. There was a period while two new members of staff were trained and then
by September the phones could be switched on and services resumed much as before.
They’ve received plenty of thanks and very few grumbles and I know the Board is grateful for
the hard work that has resulted in this happy outcome.

ELECTIONS
Those that have been reading this news for a while will know usually in June there is the
Electoral Meeting, and some members of the Board, Finance and Disciplinary Committees
may change. Every third year the Chair and Vice-Chair step down and new people are elected
to those positions. (2020 should have been one such year.) It was impossible to do this in
the manner set out by our Byelaws, but by a vote put to all clubs as members of GCCF as a
company, electronic elections were introduced.
We’re right in the middle of these at present, so it’s possible that by the time you read this the
result will be out (mid-November). However, as there was only person willing to stand I can
announce SEAN FARRELL as GCCF CHAIR. Sean has served his apprenticeship as
Vice-Chair for the past three years and I know it’s not an easy job as plenty of conflicting
strongly held opinions and personalities swirl about in the Cat Fancy and the firm but fair line
that has to be drawn from time to time is a difficult call. However, it’s a fresh start so I’m sure
there will be plenty of goodwill.
I’ve stood for the Board again and for the Finance Committee, but both are hotly contested so
whether I continue depends on delegate choice. However, be assured I’ll continue to represent
the interests of Korats & Thais as a delegate.

ELECTRONIC AGENDA
While there can be no Council meetings it’s not been possible to have all the interesting
discussions on various topics, but we have been able to continue with some of the more
routine business. If BACs have wanted to make amendments to their registration policies or
Standard of Points these have come to the Board in the usual way and, once approved,
they’ve been published on the GCCF website with notification to delegates to see if any have
queries or wish to make objections.
You can find this through a link to this page: https://www.gccfcats.org/current-council-meeting
and at the same time can read more about the elections and those standing, and/or check out
the list of club delegates or browse the 2019 GCCF accounts.

10

K&TCA has amended the Standard of Points for the Korat by this method.
It was approved by the Board in August and as there were no objections
from delegates it was all done and dusted by the end of last month. This
brings the Korat and Thai standards into line with reference to tabby
markings – ‘they are undesirable and may be evident, but should not
unduly penalise an otherwise good exhibit.’ K&TBAC were agreed that
this gave judges more discretion than previously. Indeed, it would be just
impossible to find a blue cat of any breed without some faint ghost rings on
the tail, even the Russian Supreme winner.

SHOW NEWS
As with meetings it’s been impossible to hold shows since March. There has been plenty of
discussion about how they can get going again, both within GCCF Board meetings and on
social media. I think it’s generally accepted that shows in their traditional format would breach
government restrictions regardless of which part of the UK they were held in, so debate has
been around whether there could be any changes to make them possible.
As far as the Board is concerned there are definitely those who are more cautious than others,
but eventually there’s financial viability to consider. It’s thought it wouldn’t be possible to have
shows with a reduced number of exhibits, no stalls, no public and pay for extra safety
measures and then cover costs. I’ve never been involved in that side of show administration,
but can understand the reasoning. There’s also the thought of people coming together and
the risk of disease being spread, not good to contemplate.
So, I think this is going to be a winter when we stay home, cuddle our cats and wait for things
to change. It’s just possible I may have a Council meeting to report on in February as
discussions are underway to see if an electronic meeting can be arranged. That should be
fun!
Korat & Thai Registration Policy Problems
I reported last time that two computer system glitches had been noted with Korat & Thai
registration.
1. Thais were not being put onto the full register even though they had Korats and Thais
only (and no imports from Thailand) in their five preceding generations.
2. The GM status of GCCF registered Korat & Thais was not always being carried forward
onto new registration certificates. The offspring of parents deemed clear by test, or
because their parents were clear, should also have clear status, and not be recorded
with status unknown or have GM testing certificates requested.
I’m happy to report both of these have been sorted out. Caroline at GCCF checked through
every single Korat and Thai line to add in GM clearance where it was missing and gave
assurance that the most recent registration policy is now fully implemented. It will even be
possible to download health certificates that will give GM clear status based on GCCF records
held. These should be ideal for new owner packs and be available online.
Jen Lacey, GCCF Delegate and Board Member 29.10.2020
For contact details please see page 5
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Maidenhead Cat Rescue by Veronica Robinson
K&TCA Charity Support for 2020
Maidenhead Cat Rescue is the K&TCA’s chosen charity for 2020! Thank you so much to the
Committee for agreeing to support us this year, in these difficult times it is great to have all the
support we can get! Kendo (my beautiful Korat boy) sends many grateful purrs, he is very pleased
to be able to help less fortunate cats who are unloved, unwanted and abandoned.
I am Veronica, the proud
owner of Kendo, who is 3
years old. I previously had a
Thai Blue Point, Sensei, who
lived to be 16. They are like
chalk and cheese, Sensei
was tiny, he weighed just
3.2kg for most of his life,
and Kendo weighs in at
5.4kg! But he is a gentle
giant
whereas
Sensei
terrorised the neighbour’s
cats and frequently had to
be rescued from cat fights!!

I have volunteered for Maidenhead Cat Rescue since the charity was formed to take over the work
of Cats Protection in the area following the decision by CP headquarters to rationalise its structure
and close the local branch. The charity works very locally in the Maidenhead and Slough district,
taking over where CP left off.
We are a registered charity and comply with the guidelines for good practice set by the Charity
Commission. Our focus is on rescue and rehoming. We have to generate all our funds locally and
concentrate our efforts on the cats and kittens rather than the wider issues of pet ownership.
Resources are limited and rescued cats are cared for in members’ homes, in a room set aside for
that purpose, or in pens in the garden (properly constructed with a sheltered cabin, open run and
heat/light). At present we have 18 cats and kittens in care.
‘Unhomeable’ cats (due to old age, health issues, behaviour issues) live out their days as sponsored
cats in the homes of our supporters. We also oversee the welfare of feral colonies, neutering and
providing food supplies. There is no shortage of rescue work, the sadness is we cannot help every
cat due to shortage of funds.
Our money is spent on food and litter for the cats – and vet bills. We also have a van to maintain,
essential for our Welfare Officer to do his work. It was donated by a kind supporter but there are
on-going costs. We exist entirely on donations and fundraise constantly – at the moment we are
limited to social media – but normally we do all the usual raffles, jumble sales, sponsorship events
etc. It’s wonderful to add the support of K&TCA to the list.
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Maidenhead Cat Rescue would like to thank the Committee and membership for their support at
this difficult time – and please look out for Kendo at the virtual Korat Cat Show!! Meanwhile, enjoy
these photos of a few of our rescues.

Gingy (mum) rescued during lockdown,
pregnant and unwanted, safely delivered
cute ginger kittens

Jasmine

Another of our cat mums with kittens
born safely in our care

Two kittens, cute, but black is
hard to rehome.

Daisy

Simba and Spencer (brothers)

o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o

Dummies Guide to the KTCA Facebook Page
As we are running our Virtual Show on a group FB page, I thought I would share my latest
discovery with you all. I’m sure many of you will already know this, but as one who needs ‘idiot
guides’ to anything to do with IT, I’m also equally sure that many of you out there won’t know
this!! You live and learn!
I’ve been ‘on’ the KTCA FB Page since we launched it about 3 or 4 years ago but have never
seen anything which the administrators have posted. I thought if I ‘liked’ the page and was
‘following’ it then I would be notified of any newsworthy articles posted on there. NOT SO! It
turns out you need to tell it that you want to receive notifications. Oh, if only that were true of
all those pesky ads which pop up, unwanted, all over my FB page! Anyway, I’m sure you would
like to know what you need to do to receive notifications in future when anything of note is
added to the page.
First find the page by searching for Korat & Thai Cat Association. Then you’ll see a blue
banner which says ‘message’. To the right of that there are three dots … and if you click on
there, a dropdown menu appears where you can choose to ‘follow’ the page. Once you have
selected ‘following’, You also have a number of options to select the level of notifications you
receive for posts, videos and live videos (although, I’m not sure we’ve ever done one of those!).
Mine was set to ‘off’ and ‘never receive posts from this page’ – which explains a lot!!!!
Julie Cherkas
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KORAT & THAI VIRTUAL CAT
SHOW
27 November 2020 to 3 December 2020

Would you like to show your wonderful cats
from the comfort of your sofa?
Come and join in the fun at the first ever
KTCA Virtual Cat Show
All proceeds from our show will be
donated to our Charity of the Year;
The Maidenhead Cat Rescue

Full details can be found
on the next pages
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Korat and Thai Virtual Cat Show
27 November 2020 to 3 December 2020
Entries will open on Friday 27 November at 12 midday.
Entries will close on Thursday 3 December at 11.59pm.
Judging will take place on Saturday 5 December starting at 8am and
judges will send their results to the organisers by 6pm.
Show results will be published on Sunday 6 December.
Rules
1. The Korat & Thai Cat Association Virtual show will be run on a Facebook Group Page. You
can find the page directly by searching on Facebook or by clicking the links on the K&TCA
Facebook page or K&TCA website. If you do not have access to Facebook, you will still be
able to enter, (see How to Enter).
2. £1 per entry, per class. Only one photo per cat per class. Each class must have a different
photo. Entering 3 classes will entitle you to a free entry for a fourth class.
3. The photo should show the whole cat, either sitting or standing, for classes 1-9 with the face
clearly visible. Please make sure the photos are not blurred and avoid a busy background
that will detract from your cat.
4. Please do not ‘like’ or ‘comment’ on any photos added under class headings, with exception
of class 7 which you should not comment on, just ‘like’ photos to vote.
5. Cats entered in adult classes must belong to the owner submitting the photo and be over 9
months of age on the day of entry.
6. Kittens entered must belong to the owner submitting the photo and be aged between 8 weeks
and 9 months when the photo was taken, irrespective of their age now.
7. Kitten photos of adult cats are allowed but you must have been the owner/breeder at the time
the photo was taken.
8. Breeders may enter kittens from their current litter if they are at least 8 weeks old and still
with them on the day of entry.
9. No professional photos please, as we want the show to be fair for all who enter.
10. Judges decisions are final. Judges may enter their cats in classes they are not judging.
11. If your cat has sadly passed on, you can still enter using the Rainbow Bridge Class.
Payment
Payment can be made via the KTCA PayPal account listed on the Facebook Virtual Show Page.
Please ensure you use the Friends or Family option or PayPal will deduct fees from your donation.
If you would like to pay by cheque or Bank Transfer, please email dee@korats.org.uk for address
details. All money raised will go to the KTCA charity of the year, The Maidenhead Cat Rescue.

Cont…….
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How To Enter
All entries will need to be submitted for approval by using the blue messenger button on the KTCA
Facebook page for anonymity or alternatively by email to dee@korats.org.uk. Each photo will be
added by admin, so no profile picture or names are attached to your entry.
Details required to enter are as follows:
Number of the class entering
Pet name. Pedigree name for classes 1-6 (title optional)
Age of cat at time of photo and sex of cat (M, F, MN or FN)
PayPal payments – Please add the following reference: ‘KTCA Charity + owner’s
name’
Judges
Brian Lacey
Ian Macro
Marlene Buckeridge
Judith Jewkes
Lynda Ashmore
Donatella Mastrangelo
Wendy Pogbee
Janet Williams
Diana Harper
Judges will place their top 3 cats – and must give reasons for placings. With the exception of
the Rainbow Bridge Classes which are judged to 6 places.
Judges can split a class or give special mentions but only the top 3 of the class will receive
an award.
Prizes
1st, 2nd & 3rd place will be awarded in all classes, except the Rainbow Bridge class which
will be judged to 6 places
Rosettes will be awarded to the winner of Classes 1-6, PDF
certificates to 2nd & 3rd
Special Rosettes will be awarded to the Best Korat from Classes 1 to
3 and Best Thai from Classes 4 to 6
The winner of Class 7, voted for by the public, will be awarded a
Special Rosette
A Special Rosette will be awarded to the winner of the UK Rainbow
Bridge class, PDF certificates for 2nd & 3rd
UK Winners of classes 11-23 will receive a rosette; International
winners and 2nd & 3rd places will receive a PDF certificate
Show Organisers favourite entry of the show – Special Rosette sponsored by the
Organisers
Unfortunately, we are unable to send rosettes overseas, so all winners and placings for
international classes will receive PDF certificates.
Rosettes will be sent out in January 2021, to avoid the Christmas post delays
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Classes

Main Classes
1. Korat Adult (UK Only) – 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Best Korat – Special Rosette
2. Korat Kitten (UK Only) – 1st, 2nd, 3rd
3. Korat Neuter (UK Only) – 1st, 2nd, 3rd
4. Thai Adult (UK Only) – 1st, 2nd, 3rd
5. Thai Kitten (UK Only) – 1st, 2nd, 3rd
Best Thai – Special Rosette
6. Thai Neuter (UK Only) – 1st, 2nd, 3rd
7. Public Vote Class - Any Cat Class (UK Only) Special Rosette
8. International Korat Class (Registered Korats outside the UK) - Certificate
9. International Lookalike Korat/Thai Class (Living outside the UK) – Certificate
10. International Rainbow Bridge Korat/Thai - Certificate
11. UK Lookalike Korat/Thai Class (Living in the UK) - Rosette
12. Rainbow Bridge UK Pedigree Korat/Thai – Special Rosette

UK Fun Classes – All Cats
13. Most Luminous Eyes (Korats & Thais only)
14. Golden Oldies (Cats over 12 years old on day of entry)
15. Mighty Hunter (any cat/kitten playing with their toys)
16. Couch Purr-tato (any cat/kitten having a snooze)
17. Innocent Until Proven Guilty (any naughty cat)
18. Friends Forever (any cat/kitten with another pet friend)
19. No Room at the Inn (any photo with 3 or more cats in it)

International Fun Classes – All Cats
20. Most Luminous Eyes (Korats & Thais only)
21. Golden Oldies (Cats over 12 years old on day of entry)
22. Couch Purr-tato (any cat/kitten having a snooze)
23. No Room at the Inn (any photo with 3 or more cats in it)

Please send in your photos, some classes are
for any breed of cat, or your favourite moggy!
Don’t forget to make sure your photos do your
cat justice, are in focus and uncluttered.
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The Early Korats in Great Britain: Felicity Vincent Black
The Korat or Si-Sawat cat, recognised as probably the sole original cat breed unchanged
for centuries, is necessarily rare. Jean Johnson, the breed’s first American importer waited
for six years after leaving Thailand where she lived for a number of years from 1947, before
to her amazement, in 1959, Mahajaya Nara and Darra were flown to her in Oregon. She had
only met a handful of Korats during her time in Thailand, and those lived with Thai nobility,
members of the Thai government and distinguished representatives of foreign governments.
The first American Korats are vital to us in the UK because they formed the foundation of
our early gene pool and although the ‘apple-headed’ Siamese cat was popular here from
the Victorian era the Blue Cat of Siam was hardly known.
The Thai cat which was known in the west was the
Royal Cat of Siam and there is a reference to two being
shown at the Crystal Palace Show of 1871. The first to
achieve championship status was Wankee (shown
here), born in 1895. The following year Mr Spearman
who had recently returned from Siam entered a Blue
Siamese at a National Cat Club Show in the grounds of
Holland House, London. Mr Spearman claimed that
there were others like it in Siam but the judge refused
to recognise it.
We know about the cats of Siam because they are
pictured in Cat Treatises (Tamra Maew) in which up to
seventeen types of cat are shown with poems
describing their idiosyncrasies. The folding
books (samut khoi) are made from leaves of
the khoi tree. Other such books describe
theories on healing and have pictures of the
human body, so we might assume that cats,
too, held an important place in educated
society. Although the Tamra Maew, which are
still extant, probably date from the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries, it is highly likely that
they are copies of much earlier books which
would have been kept in monasteries
throughout the Ayutthaya period of Thai
history (1350 - 1767), where even the
resident cats themselves couldn’t keep up
with the infestations of book-eating life. We
are fortunate enough to have two Tamra
Maew in the British Library. To actually be
able to touch them is just amazing!
Back to the USA of the 1950s. Jean Johnson continued to breed Siamese cats there
although she now knew that THE CAT OF THAILAND was not cream with black legs and
blue eyes but had a silver-blue coat! The Korat was the treasured bringer of good fortune,
and it originated to the north of the country in an area whose name it bore. When her term
in Bangkok was over she requested that she be sent a Korat pair should it ever be possible
and in 1959, what had seemed a dream came true when she heard that Mahajaya Darra
and Mahajaya Nara were on their way to Oregon.
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She mated them with her Siamese; any nonblue kittens became pets and she continued
her breeding programme with the kittens who
looked like Korats. In 1962 three more Korats
reached the US to form the American
Foundation Group, and in 1964 English-born
Daphne Negus’ well-documented journey to
Thailand (see the ‘articles’ on KTCA website)
brought a further nine Korats to enrich
American stocks. It was from the observations
of the enthusiastic American owners of these
cats that the list of show points (Standard of
Points) still used internationally today was
compiled.

Mahajaya Darra of Cedar Glen and
Mahajaya Nara of Cedar Glen

Why is this history vital to us in the UK? Quite
simply, the first imports to this country were
descended from three of those cats; Mahajaya
Dok Rak of Gala (F), Nai Sri Sawat Miow of
Gala (M) and Me-Luk of Tru Lu (F).

In 1972, with help from Daphne Negus,
Miss Betty Munford of Hungerford
imported three Korats, two boys and a
girl, from breeders in the US:
Sam El Ko’s Sahm, born in 1971 who
had been sired by one of Mrs. Negus’
Thai cats, Nongchai of Si Sawat and a
great grand dam was Me-Luk of Tru Lu.
Saang Jahn’s Tee-Rak, born in 1972
who had both Nara and Darra in his
pedigree. And 3Rs Saeng Duan of
Brandywood, the girl, born in 1967, who
was descended from Nara and Darra.

Two cats from Daphne Negus journey to Thailand in 1964,
Nongchai of Si Sawat and Sook Chai of Ko-Si

She gave us the bonus of a litter of five
kittens born in April 1972 while she was
still in quarantine! These had been sired
by Holliday’s Sawadi of Brandywood
(born 1968) who carried the genes not
just of Nara and Darra (who were,
incidentally, never bred together) but
also of Me-Luk of Tru Lu. Sawadi
remained in America and bred on!
Miss Munford’s cats also bred (under the
prefix Martycat) with Duan giving birth to
another litter, this time of seven kittens
sired by Sam El Ko’s Sahm in
Kularb, Pratoom, Kwan Jai, Mali and Kasem. A litter from September 1972. The other male US
Holliday’s Sawadi of Brandywood (M) and 3Rs Saeng Duan of
import, Saang Jahn’s Tee-Rahk, born in
Brandywood (F) born April 2nd 1972 in quarantine!
1972, sired Duan’s litter of May 1973 and
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a female kitten from this mating, Martycat
Lek Saeng was acquired by Annemarie
Locher (Prefix Bikila). She in turn was mated
to Sam El Ko’s Sahm and a male kitten was
named Bikila Mothani, who the annals of
Pawpeds reports as having sired 111
kittens.
In 1973 Nobel Bhumipol was imported from
Holland and Abbotsbrook became the
second prefix, followed in 1974 by Bikila and
Lymekilns and in 1975 by Kheilan and
Sennyador. By the end of 1976 twenty-four
litters had been born (ninety-four kittens)
and Yowie Charoon (M) and Ma-Dee (F) had
joined us from the US.

Bikila Monthani (M)

Although imported cats had to be quarantined for six months a healthy number of breeding
Korats continued to reach our shores in the 70s and 80s. Ketill Game (Prefix Khiriga) who
knew the Martycat Korats helped Audrey Pitt (Prefix Rataekora) to import a number of Korats
from the US and Scandinavia, and Audrey aided the Korat Foundation in Finland. Jen Lacey
(Prefix Jenanca) was also active on the import/export scene at this time. It was Ianthe
Cormack, who having fallen in love with the breed in Bangkok, not only came back home
with her cats but bred them and brought their extraordinary history to our notice.
The latter half of the twentieth century was a boom time for the Korat abroad from its native
land but in spite of some easing of import rules numbers of breeders both here and in the
US have declined dramatically since then. As a cellist who has played for and watched the
decline of many music clubs which were run by passionate local music enthusiasts purely
for the joy of bringing music of a high level to their areas I equate this with the world of cat
breeding and showing! Perhaps we have a sadly outdated view of life? Or perhaps such
people are invaluable to a happy and fulfilled society. A society which values beauty and
love and laughter … even on a shoestring!
Over the years other imports have benefited our breed and its gene pool. Liz Beckett made
the most of living in Portsmouth and thought nothing of driving through the Channel Tunnel
to maintain a two way Korat flow; likewise Cathy Nichols near Hull. Catherine Tew brought
new lines in from Thailand, and Clare Treacher and Emmy Beale brought in a wonderful boy
with Thai parents from Belgium in the same year that Jen Lacey
and I managed to secure a girl and a boy from Bobbie
Weihrauch’s last litter in Minnesota.
But what now, after Brexit?
One more charming Korat girl of Thai parentage joined my
family three weeks ago in spite of looming Covid travel
restrictions so watch this space! Her name is Darika phong
BoonNam Mignon. Somehow we must be crazy enough to
maintain a healthy breeding programme. The Korat is worth it!
We are currently experiencing an enormous demand for kittens
during the Covid outbreak. It is necessary to point out to those
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Mignon

new to the breed that any time they wish to spend away from
home will revolve around their Korat for a possible 20 years.
We need to impress on potential new ‘Korateers’ the
importance of contributing to our breeding programme by
joining the K&TCA, visiting GCCF shows (once they
hopefully restart), and even becoming hobby breeders. Any
of the current breeders would be very happy to mentor a
newcomer in order to maintain this wonderful breed!
Finally, the perfect Christmas present for any Korat or Thai
enthusiast is Martin Clutterbuck’s superb book, “Siamese
Cats Legends and Reality”. It can be obtained from Camilla
Baird in Denmark for a sensible price (around £35-£40, not
the inflated £260 Amazon price!). Camilla secured a number
of copies of the book from Thailand so please email Camilla
for information on how to obtain this wonderful book. Her
contact details are on page 5.

I would be grateful for any pictures of the cats mentioned here and/or anecdotal
memories of the cats and breeders in this country in the 1970s and 80s.
Please contact me on felicityvincent@gmail.com
o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o
The History of Black Cats and Halloween
No one knows exactly how black cats and Halloween have become so
closely linked. It may have something to do with how stealthy and slinky
these beautiful animals can be, often hunting in the darker hours. Black
and the night have long been symbols of evil due to the fears of our
ancestors. Many of the old Pagan religions also associated the black cat
with witchcraft and evil. This carried through into Medieval times, where
witches were said to take the form of a black cat. During the witch trials,
black cats were often burned at the stake alongside witches. Many of these beliefs and myths
have carried through to today, resulting in the slew of black cat imagery you see on Halloween.
Black Cat Lore and Reality
While in our country the black cat is a symbol of evil and bad luck (don’t let a black cat cross
your path!), in many cultures it is actually good luck. In the UK, black cats are said to bring
affluence to their homes, and in Japan they are a symbol of good luck as well. The ancient
Egyptians even worshiped the black cat. But alongside the myth and lore surrounding the black
cat comes some very real truths.
Abuse of black cats – While the abuse and torture of black cats is not as rampant as the media
would have us believe, stories of the sacrifice and other mutilation of these cats around
Halloween abound. This probably doesn’t occur with any great frequency, but nevertheless it is
probably smart to keep black pets close to home. Perhaps a more real concern is the adoption
and then neglect of black cats intended for use as Halloween props and costume accessories.
That’s why some shelters won’t adopt out black cats in the weeks before Halloween.
Despite their ties with Halloween, black cats are no more
mysterious or scary than any other cat. Keep this in mind and
don’t forget to consider the black cats at the shelter on your next
visit!
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Should cats be kept inside
at night?
Keeping them in
Not so long ago, it was common for cats to be allowed out
at night to roam freely and fulfil their natural instinct to
hunt. These days, many owners are preferring to have their
cats inside at night, where they feel they are kept safer.
With one in four cats killed on the road – usually at night – it isn’t surprising. At night, car headlights can dazzle
cats, meaning they’re more likely to get hurt or killed. Cars also regularly exceed the speed limit at night when
the roads are quieter, putting cats at greater risk of being hit.
But road accidents aside, there are other reasons why allowing your cat to roam at night can be
dangerous. Attacks on domestic cats by foxes, while uncommon, aren’t unheard of. Likewise, fights between
other neighbourhood cats tend to happen at night, which can leave your cat with serious injuries and diseases.
Infestation is another common problem in cats that hunt, as fleas and other parasites are picked up from prey
and the environment.
Loss can also occur at night, as dropping temperatures send cats hurrying in search of warmth and shelter. This
can sometimes lead them into danger, as they retreat inside sheds and garages, or even car engines, to escape
the cold. It’s fairly common to hear that a cat has gone missing, only to be found 3 weeks later trapped inside a
neighbour’s garage!

Letting them out
Understandably though, many cat owners still prefer to give their cats round the clock access to the outdoors,
believing it to be the most natural thing. Some cats are used to this routine, so confining them can lead to
extreme stress and related negative behaviours.
For those living in rural areas away from main roads, it is far safer for cats to venture out at night than for cats
living in busy, urban areas congested with traffic. It very much depends on where you live and your cat’s
personality, as particularly nervous cats may prefer to be kept in.

Ensuring their safety
To minimise the risks to your cat, it is important that they are vaccinated against all infectious diseases and
are microchipped for easy identification. A collar containing your contact details will also help with this, but make
sure you choose one with a quick-release feature to avoid it becoming caught and injuring your cat. Regular defleaing and worming will also protect your feline from parasite infection, from prey and the environment.
Likewise, ensuring your cat is neutered or spayed will also help reduce the risks to them outside, as unneutered
animals will wander for miles (often crossing busy roads) and are more likely to get into fights. They also cause
more noise and smell nuisance to neighbours than neutered cats, and the risk of pregnancy to unspayed females
is obvious.
It is important to be mindful of wildlife too, as populations of some species are being decimated by hunting cats,
so keeping them inside at night can go some way towards supporting their survival.
Article accessed from https://www.viovet.co.uk/blog/p3117-
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Antifreeze
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS TO CATS
Every year many cats die because they have
been poisoned by ethylene glycol – the main
ingredient in most antifreeze.

What is antifreeze?
It is used in cars and occasionally in garden water
features to prevent freezing.

Why is it so harmful to cats?
Drinking just a tiny amount (or grooming it off fur
or paws) will cause serious kidney damage and
suffering, and often kills.

Protect your cat

‣ Avoid using antifreeze products where possible
‣ Choose products which use an alternative to
ethylene glycol if possible

‣ Never put antifreeze in water which is accessible
to animals

‣ Store safely away from animals and children

‣ Clean up any spillages thoroughly and immediately

‣ IF YOU SUSPECT YOUR CAT HAS INGESTED
ANTIFREEZE:

SEEK IMMEDIATE VETERINARY ATTENTION

in partnership with

icatcare.org/keeping-cats-safe
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£Treasurer’s Notes
Hi Everyone,
So…the summer has passed by once again and the nights are drawing in. The girls are back cuddling the
radiators. Meanwhile in Treasurers Corner….
Member numbers are slightly down for this time of year but I am hoping, as this is the reminder newsletter,
that we will pick up the members that have just forgotten. We are currently in strange times so thank you to
those who have paid this year. It has been a difficult year for all of us, so we very much appreciate all your
continued support along the way.
· Our accounts are healthy as a small breed club, and we have 68 current paid-up members so far this year.
· Subs for 2020 were due on the 1st January. If you have overlooked paying your subs you will have a Black
Star on the front of your newsletter. If you would like to stay for another year, we’d be very happy to
have your support but we need your payment now!
This Newsletter is the last call for any unpaid 2020 subs J Please see the payment details below.
Ways to pay:
· You can pay by PayPal; membership@korats.org.uk. To avoid paying a fee, please remember to choose
friend, family or gift NOT goods and services when paying by this method.
· You can still pay by cheque, payable to: Korat & Thai Cat Association and send your remittance to the
Treasurer’s address on Page 5.
· You can use a Bank Transfer or Standing Order. Account Name: Korat & Thai Cat Association.
Account No: 66677568. Sort Code: 30-90-28. If using BACS, please add ‘email’ or ‘paper’ to indicate
how you receive your newsletter, along with the subscription year and how many members in the
reference. For example: ‘Paper2020-2’. If there is no option for a reference, please let me know by
email or you can send a text to 07921719001.
Lastly, a big welcome to our new members;

Janis Hughes, Bristol.

Alice McEwen, Tonbridge. Penny Styles, Swindon.

Have a wonderful Christmas!
Keep safe and well

Dee >^..^<

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KTCA Subscriptions for 2020 were due on 1st January.
If taking a paper newsletter:
Newsletter sent by email:

Single: £9
Single: £7

Joint: £11
Joint: £9

Overseas: £12
Overseas: £12 (No overseas supplement)

Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
DECLARATION OF INTENT
I/We wish to join the Korat & Thai Cat Association and agree to abide by its current rules and decisions.
I/We wish to receive our newsletter via email Yes/No (please delete, as appropriate)
Please ensure you have completed your email address whether or not you have selected the email option.
In order to comply with the General Data Protection Regulations, we must ask if members will consent to
their details being kept for Club mailing purposes. These details will not be used for any other purpose,
except to provide your newsletters and Club communications. I/We are happy for my/our details to be held
by the Club.
Signed:

Date:
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Meet the Cats

Welcome to the “Meet the Cats” section! I hope you all enjoy finding out more about your
fellow club members cats. Please send photos and details to Louise Portsmouth (see page
5 for contact details) for inclusion in Meet the Cats.
Name
Pet Name
Breed
Age
Breeder
Owner
Favourite food
Favourite toy

Show
achievements

Jusarka Pussywillow
Willow
Korat
18
Julie Cherkas
Julie Cherkas
Cosma freeze dried chicken, prawns,
tuna
The Dragonfly toy and a laser light
both get her moving but at 18 Willow
prefers sleeping!
The first “Jusarka” Grand Champion
and Imperial Grand Champion. She was
also a very successful breeding queen
giving birth to 23 kittens, all of which
survived.

Favourite past
times
Interesting fact

Mostly sleeping these days! If she isn’t asleep then she is sitting on my chest staring
into my face and meowing loudly!
Willow was my third Korat, but the first one I kept which I had bred myself. She is
also behind all of my current Korat & Thai breeding cats so if you have a kitten
which I bred, Willow is almost certain to be in their pedigree.

Name
Pet Name
Breed

Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise
Izzi
Korat

Age
Breeder
Owner
Favourite food
Favourite toy
Show
achievements

13
Julie Cherkas
Julie Cherkas
Prawns and Cosma freeze dried chicken
Real fur mice which rattle
The ONLY Korat to achieve an
Olympian title! Her full title is Imperial
Grand Champion and Olympian Silver
Imperial Grand Premier. And if it
weren’t for Covid-19 she might have
got the final 3 certificates she needed
to make Gold.
Playing fetch! Izzi also really loved being at Cat Shows. Now that this isn’t
happening, she spends a lot of time keeping order amongst all the other cats. She is
definitely the Top Cat!
Willow’s daughter. My first Korat to carry the chocolate gene, which is why I gave
her such a stupid name. I was hoping she would give me my first Thai Lilac – which
she did, eventually! With hindsight, it’s a very confusing name!

Favourite past
times
Interesting fact
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS

NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mr R & Mrs L Best [KOR & TAI]
Cardiff
Mrs Felicity Black* [KOR]
London
Ms Julie Cherkas [KOR & TAI]
Southampton
Miss J Couch* [KOR & TAI]
South Wales
Mrs C Harding-Brown* [KOR & TAI]
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins* [KOR]
Manchester
Mrs J Lacey* [KOR & TAI]
Northamptonshire
Mrs A Locher [KOR & TAI]
London
Miss C Nichols* [KOR]
Humber Bridge
Mrs Gillian Pigott [KOR]
Sherborne, Dorset
Mrs L Portsmouth [KOR & TAI]
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire
Ms G Sinclair* [KOR]
London
Miss C Treacher [KOR]
London
Mrs S Williams-Elliss* [KOR & TAI]
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson [KOR & TAI]
Herefordshire

Myfanwy
029 2084 2845
Kanzona
020 7485 1211
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
Jasumik
01792 791207
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Jenanca
01832 293831
Bikila
020 8898 4299
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Bluesilk
07890 555850
Cattleya
01793 938543
Sawatao
07814 894733
Saluay
07714 279625
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

richpbest@hotmail.com

Ms Camilla Baird

Primprau’s

Mr Bernd Pollesche

Kobalt

Denmark
dkkorat@yahoo.dk
Germany
bpollesche@arcor.de

felicityvincent@gmail.com
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
graham.jane2@virginmedia.com
animalantix@me.com
www.animalantix.com
koorahkliliwen@gmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
www.jenanca.com
walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
bluesilkkorats@btinternet.com
louise.portsmouth@mac.com
www.cattleyacats.co.uk
gab.s@talktalk.net
clare.treacher83@gmail.com
serennol@yahoo.co.uk
www.serennol.co.uk
lizziecatw@gmail.com

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS KORAT BREEDERS

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
K&TCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Contact Dee Hillier-Kidston (details on page 5) with your litter information for inclusion on the KTCA
website. Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais),
number of each sex still available and date the kittens will be ready for their new homes. A photo can
also be added.

Please remember to let Dee know when your kittens have been placed.
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