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PICTURE GALLERY - MEMBERS PHOTOS

Maia (Kor) gaining her Imperial Certificate;
Courtesy of Clare Treacher

Samwise (TLP) & Frodo (TL);
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Skye (Kor) enjoying the sun;
Courtesy of Julie White

Maisy (TLP) having a cuddle;
Courtesy of Julie White

Leo (TBP) & Finley (Kor);
Courtesy of Kirsty Powell

A whole load of Jusarkas!;
Courtesy of Juliet Atkin

3

PICTURE GALLERY - MEMBERS PHOTOS

Frodo (TL), Samwise (TLP) & Merry (Kor);
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Cersei (TL);
Courtesy of George Terry

Cymba (TLP); Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Willow (Kor) age 17; Courtesy Julie Cherkas

Didi (Kor); Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Fred & Barney (Kor); Courtesy of Liz Penney

Thanks to all members/breeders who shared photos of your wonderful cats!
Please email unisalford@hotmail.com with photos for the next newsletter.
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Chairperson's Report
Welcome to the Summer edition of the K&TCA newsletter.
I have taken on the role as Chair from Caroline at the AGM this year. Thank you Caroline
for your time in office and I hope to be able to do the role justice over the next few
years. I have been involved with this lovely club for many years before being able to
come onto the committee and am very happy to now be a bit more involved having seen all
the hard work that goes on behind the scenes to keep the club running smoothly and
make sure our breed is well supported.
Our attention at the moment has turned to organising our annual show in a few months.
The Korat & Thai breed show is on Saturday 5th October 2019. The show is a great
event every year and we hope we can bring you another good day out this year. The show
schedule should be published very soon so keep checking our website for details. The
show is a great place to see lots of Korats and Thais all under one roof and competing
against one and another for the top title of Best in Show 2019...who will take the
accolade this year? You don’t have to have a cat in the show to enjoy the day either. I
have been to nearly every show since 2009 but only started exhibiting in 2014 when I
got Callee. All the Korat and Thai owners and breeders are always happy to have a chat
about our lovely breed so come and share stories about your cats too.
I am off to Belgium in a few weeks to meet lots of Korat owners and breeders from all
around the world as we meet up for a Korat special weekend organised by the Belgian Cat
Association, Felis Belgica. There will be over 30 Korats attending the breed seminar and
show. This should make for a great weekend away. The FIFe (Federation Internationale
Feline) shows abroad always seem quite big events so I am excited to see how they work.
I hope to get lots of photos of beautiful Korats that I can share with you all in the next
newsletter.
My lovely bunch of korats, 6 to be exact, are enjoying the warmer weather we are
currently having. The breed may originate from Thailand but they definitely weren’t too
impressed with the 39 degrees C the other week. They chose to live by the fans and on
cool pads! Let’s hope the warm weather stays for August so we can all enjoy a lovely
summer. Stretching in to September would suit me too as I’m off to Guernsey for a few
weeks. The cats will love having their sitter come to stay where they can get away with
whatever they want !
Enjoy your summer and I look forward to seeing some of you at the show in October.
Clare Treacher
RVN CertSAN ISFM CertFN
Saluay Korats
For contact details please see page 5
6

Editors’ Notes
Hello everyone!
I’d like to say what a wonderful summer we are
having, but it has been rather erratic! Hopefully you
have all managed to make the most out of the nice
days when they have happened.
Our three (Merry, Frodo & Samwise) are all well. The wet weather certainly
doesn’t stop Frodo going outside; he continues to astound us at just how wet and
muddy he can get!
I enjoyed reading Clare’s article on the cat puzzle feeders. We have 5 of them
that we rotate, and I agree that they are a great addition. They have only learnt
to cheat on one of them; they just knock it over to release all the kibbles in one
go!
I have been using my treadmill more recently trying to get into shape for an
assault course in September. The cats love it; they all sit around waiting until I
have finished and then immediately jump on the treadmill as it gets lovely and
warm. They are creatures of habit and do this every time!

Samwise (TLP), sitting
on the warm treadmill

Frodo (TL), post adventure with a
green face to match his eyes!

Helen Hastilow – Newsletter Editor
For contact details please see page 5
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Merry (Kor), enjoying
the sun

Committee News
Your committee is dedicated to
promoting heathy Korats & Thais.

Welcome to your Summer Newsletter. I hope the weather hasn’t
been too unkind to those of you holidaying in the UK this year. We were
definitely spoilt last year! Let’s hope there are still plenty of sunny
days to come yet….

Izzi, aka IGC & OSIGP Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise.
To date the only Korat Olympian.

Turning to the work of the committee, our Chairperson changed in
April following the AGM as Caroline had to step down having served
her 3 year term. I would like to thank Caroline for steering the Club on its way for the past 3 years; and
welcome Clare Treacher to the role for the next 3 years. I’m sure she will prove to be a worthy Chair. Things
have been a bit busy lately putting the final touches to our Show Schedule. The Show Licence for 2020 has
also been applied for ready for next year’s show! I’d like to thank our Show Manager, Ian Macro, Clare Treacher
and Dee Hillier-Kidston for the work they have done on the show schedule. Thank you.

SHOW NEWS
K&TCA SHOW ~ our show schedule is out and you should all have received a copy via email. If you haven’t,
please check your spam/junk folder. You can also download a copy from either the GCCF website or our Club
website. If you still haven’t had any joy, or have any questions, drop me an email and I will send it to you. If you
have never shown before but want to try, I am more than happy to help you choose classes and complete the
entry. Again, just drop me an email or give me a ring.
The Korat & Thai Cat Association 14th Championship Breed Show is on 5th October 2019 – put that
date in your diaries now! We have a new Show Manager this year; Ian Macro kindly agreed to step in following
Marlene’s retirement last year. And, once again, we are sharing the venue at Bugbrooke with the RBBA
[Russians]. You can enter online via the GCCF online services; just go to your own log in, select the cat(s) you
want to enter and then follow the on screen instructions. Alternatively, you can complete a paper entry form.
Closing date for entries is 16th September 2019.
THE SUPREME CAT SHOW ~ This year’s show is on 26 October 2019 at the NEC and the theme is “Cats
on Holiday.” Schedules are available on the GCCF website and the closing date is 21 September 2019
(upgrades received up to 6 October).
NATIONAL PET SHOW ~ the National Pet Show will be held on 2nd & 3rd November at the NEC and if you feel
able to bring cats along to represent our breeds, please let me know. Committee members will arrange to be
there to support you and help promote our wonderful breeds to the public.
Once again, don’t forget if you show your cats please try to enter
cats in the kitten, or miscellaneous classes under our Pupil Judges
where possible. I am pleased to say that the K&TBAC committee in
March voted unanimously to promote Sally Tokens to a Full Judge
and we currently have a new Pupil Judge; Kaye Wilson. The more
cats Kaye can judge, the quicker her progression to Full Judge of
Korat & Thai cats so please enter your cats under her when possible.
Finally, I hope to see some of you in Bugbrooke, at our Breed
Show on 5 October. Meanwhile enjoy your Summer Newsletter.

Julie Cherkas (Club Secretary)

Q. How do two cats end a fight?
A. They hiss and make up!
Louie (was Phooey) my first Thai Lilac Point; now
very happily living as an only cat in Bournemouth
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Show Success – the story of a
small Korat!
Twelve years ago, my Korat girl, Willow, gave birth to six
beautiful Korat kittens. Their sire was a Thai Lilac boy which
meant that all six kittens, although blue in colour, carried the
chocolate gene. The chocolate gene is recessive so it cannot be
seen if a cat only has one copy, but a cat with two copies of the
chocolate gene will have their blue colour diluted, and so will
appear as Lilac – what we call Thai Lilac. I kept one of Willow’s
kittens and called her Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise aka, Izzi.
Although I had been breeding Thai Blue Point cats for about six
years, 2007 was the start of my Thai Lilac breeding program.

My first Thai Lilac kitten

Izzi being judged for Overall BIS
at the Wessex Show

Izzi had 4 litters of kittens and eventually in her 3rd and 4th litters, she
lived up to her name to fulfil her promise and had one Thai Lilac kitten in
each. To be honest, the Gods of chocolate genetics have NOT been kind
to me and despite starting almost 10 years ago I have still only bred 3
Thai Lilacs and 3 Thai Lilac Points! Izzi was shown during her breeding
career and achieved the title of Imperial Grand Champion. She then
restarted her show career as a neuter, and soon became an Imperial
Grand Premier. It took just 10 months. Then the bar was raised [a lot] as
we had to compete for Olympian Certificates against all the breeds.

There are 3 levels to the Olympian; bronze, silver and gold,
competing against all the other breeds, and 5 certificates are
needed at each level. It’s not easy! Izzi took two and a half
years to get the first level to gain the Bronze Olympian title.
The quest for the Silver title has been a huge journey; 24
shows and Izzi was never placed lower than 4th. She had 7
Olympian certificates (3 of these were for Breed shows and
only one can count towards each level), 10 Reserve
Olympian certificates, eight 3rd places and two 4th places.
She also had three Overall Best in Show awards during this
journey; at our breed show last October and then two all
breed show BIS wins which account for the extra Olympian
certificates.
Sadly only the last one of those counted
towards her Silver title but she finished in style with an Olympian Certificate at the Wilts & District
Show and then Overall BIS at the Wessex Show, to earn her 5th full Olympian Certificate! So her full
title is now Imp Gr Ch and Oly Silver Imp Gr Pr. We’re now “Going for Gold” whilst Izzi still enjoys her
shows and continues to belie her age……
In addition to gaining her Silver Olympian title, Izzi was also GCCF
Cat of the Year Section 4 Neuter and Joint Section leader. Another
amazing accolade at 12 years of age which makes me so very proud
of her.

COTY! – ‘Cat of The Year’ Awards
Each show year [1 June to 31 May] GCCF hold the COTY awards
based on which cats in each section have accrued the most points.
Points are awarded for Best of Variety, Overall Best of Variety and
Best in Show. In the 2018/2019 Show Year, Izzi was awarded 17
Points for her Best of Variety and Best in Show wins. She has done
the breed proud and still remains the only Korat currently to achieve
the Olympian title. I’m sure others will soon be joining her though.
IGC & OSIGP Jusarka Thai Lilac
Promise – Aged 12! Still the only
Korat to attain the Olympian Title.

Julie Cherkas – Jusarka Korats & Thais
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The Electoral Meeting of GCCF Council, June 2019

It was time for the June Council meeting, midday at the Conway
Hall, but seats were empty and there hadn't been the usual rush to
sign in. A quick count of the remaining envelopes showed about half
hadn't been collected.
Rail problems had caused some delays, though by the time the
meeting started some fifteen minutes later more had arrived and
others trickled in later, but it was certainly a very low turn-out for an
electoral meeting with 89 delegates, around 10% down on the
previous year, but with travel into Waterloo very difficult possibly
some had decided not to make the attempt.

IN MEMORIUM
The day began as usual with time for a thought for old friends. Lorraine Allen, Bruce Bennett, Pat Creaton,
Jennifer Fleming, Enid Holmes, Janet Powell, Ali Ross and Catrina Simpson were remembered in a moment of
silence.
There was then a quick diversion into GCCF’s history. In his opening remarks the Chairman, John
Hansson, mentioned that the Board had recently been discussing club and delegate qualification to be
present at Council. That prompted Steve Crow to ask if the member clubs that became GCCF in 1910,
giving up rights of their own, should continue to have representation even if they did not comply with the
duties of members as described as set out in the Byelaws. By a show of hands it was concluded ‘in
perpetuity’ meant exactly that, so representation could not be removed. However, that did not mean that
other sanctions could not be applied, as it was unfair on all other clubs if the founders could opt out of their
responsibilities altogether.

CLUBS
There were three applications for Full GCCF Membership to be considered from:
•
•
•

The Sokoke Breed Club
The Devon Rex Owners Club
The Bengal Cat Association

The first two were approved and the third deferred as some concerns were raised
for Board investigation.

BYELAW CHANGE
This brought the Investigations Committee into line with the other two disciplinary committees, and
removed the right of people to sit on both IC and the Board, to reduce the risk of conflict of interest. The
quorum was reduced to three which was also as the other committees. The change went ahead with just
one abstention. It had the immediate impact of giving six rather than five Board places as Dr Gillian Bennett
chose to remain on IC.

ELECTIONS
It was the Electoral Meeting and the elections were the main feature of the day. They are not all held at
once as sometimes the results of one have to be known before it’s certain who is eligible for the next, but
eventually each GCCF Committee had the required number of people and two reserves.
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The Company Accounts for 2018
I suppose it’s best to quote the bottom line first. It was another year of surplus for GCCF on its operating
accounts, £28,293 in 2019 from £20,141 in 2018. At the end of the year the reserves had increased to
£489,818. However, it had been a year when expenditure had risen in total and in several different areas,
but fortunately increased income had offset this. The company benefitted tremendously from its partnership
with Agria (£86,153). In answer to a query from the floor the Chairman responded that at present there was
no plan B. It seemed unlikely that we would find another supporter to provide such a substantial sum.
This year the accounts had been fully audited, primarily because there had been an unusually high
turnover of staff in the Office in 2018, including two Office Managers and a new bookkeeper, and this was
to provide the new team with a baseline.
Questions from the floor focused on two or three areas. Some delegates were interested in a particular
item of expenditure and queried why it had risen, or was such a large figure. Bank charges were one such
example. This was the cost of card use, and Denise had the good news that they had found another
supplier and were hoping to be able to make a considerable saving.
The concern that attracted the most questions was the STAR money held for clubs for shows entering
online. It wasn’t shown at all and Laura explained that it wasn’t that there weren’t records, but that it wasn’t
GCCF’s money to show. Denise explained that it was money that was in and out very rapidly, when show
entries were received, and passed on. At the year-end there had been just £270 held.
There was still some feeling that there should be a separate bank account, but it was pointed out this would
raise costs. It was a matter of assessing risk and benefit. K&TCA is a STAR user for its show, but with
GCCF’s current reserves being £100,000 plus, bankruptcy in the brief period the money for our show goes
in and out would seem a negligible risk.
Eventually, the 2018 accounts were approved with just one against. That was the end of the formal
business of the company’s AGM. It was then time to move onto what is sometimes described as the ‘furry’
side.

BREED AND SHOW NEWS
Just three breeds had registration policy and/or SOP amendments this time. The
Cornish & Devon Rex and the Siberian had all incorporated the new GCCF rules
(Section 1:12cii & 17a) into their registration policies which allowed for quicker
progression to the supplementary register for foundation imports and outcrosses.
It is certainly proving a popular fast track with the intention to encourage those
interested in breed development to get their cats onto the show bench and invite
judge input. All had also updated their policies concerning imports, so if working with
one of these breeds and planning to import please check with the
BAC.
A rule change affects breeders of white cats of all breeds. If selling a white cat or kitten it
will be necessary to tell the owner in writing that it could be deaf in one or both ears. It
was considered that it wasn’t just a matter of being fair to a new owner, it was also
essential for the cat’s welfare that information was given on the potential for problems.

Judges
All judge appointments were confirmed. There weren’t many names on the agenda this time. Possibly they
are in waiting for the next stage of the fast track scheme! However, there were two for K&TCA, Sally Tokens
is a new Full Judge and Kaye Wilson a new Pupil Judge.
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Judge Training Review Group
Peter Collin reported that stage one of the proposals agreed in Council in February had been fully
implemented.
•
•
•

The eligibility for the Imperial in Section 2 & 4 was now at 2 grands rather than 3
Judges were judging all breeds they had previously been judging at Grand and/or Imperial level
in the multi-breed sections, including section 5
All had been informed and had an opportunity to check. The qualification held on the system
and the list produced for Managers were all updated.

Preparations were well underway for the next stage of ‘fast-track’. New tutorial forms had been completed
and information was ready to go to BACs. It was expected that the lists would be finalised shortly and they
would then be sent to judges who would have the option of which they wanted to join. If you show your

Korats & Thais expect to see new people judging the breed classes. We have a fair few eligible to become fasttrackers and will keep you updated on those who have taken up the option.
The 2019 Supreme Show
John Hansson reported that preparations were well under way with all judges booked and the hotel and
Gala Dinner reservations now being taken. The classes this year would be as they were in 2017. He
confirmed that the halls were as usual but only the space required had been hired. Therefore the ring
layout would not be as difficult to negotiate as in the previous year.

The World Cat Congress
John also gave a brief update on this. John Smithson a cat history enthusiast in New Zealand would be
able to make a really worthwhile display on 150 years of showing. However, GCCF would have to pay his
costs for getting here. It would depend on whether we wished to spend to get quality. It was acknowledged
the occasion would be expensive for GCCF, but it was an opportunity for promotion and money was being
saved on a monthly basis.

Show Rule Changes
There was a lot of text in connection with these, but mostly in connection with the notes on the vaccination
rules. Assurance was given that there was little that was new. It was mainly for clarification.
1. The sale of white cats – the requirement to give information on deafness
2. Additions to the import rules allowed electronic pedigrees to be sent from another registry to GCCF,
as discussed in February.
3. There were a few extra words in the vaccination rule for cats and kittens going to new homes to
define ‘fully vaccinated’
4. A note on show management qualification clarified that forms from all breed shows were required to
count towards an all-breed show manager qualification.
5. The vaccination rules now had a series of notes to explain each point and Dr Sue Moreland (GCCF
VO) had come to take questions. She explained that the whole purpose was to stop cats being
rejected at vetting in unfairly. There would be further notes for exhibitors and some for Duty Vets.
This time all of the above were approved. However, there was a proposal from the East Sussex that there
should not be mandatory neutering for household pets at six months. It was hoped the age could rise to
nine months to allow female kittens a longer period of showing. However, it was thought that a note to HHP
judges on not penalising youngsters who had been spayed would be sufficient. There were welfare risks –
early pregnancy, if a cat was left, particularly as a number of HHPs would have outdoor access.
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BUSINESS & REPORTS
In AOB Steve Crow mentioned that the Business Plan was on the website and he had received no queries.
Delegates seemed happy to accept that it was finalised.

Partnerships
John Hansson mentioned a meeting with Royal Canin in July, but took the opportunity to put emphasis on
the need for breeders to use the kitten policies. To do so was vital for the continued relationship with Agria
and the income it brought.

Licensing & Welfare
Steve Crow said he had intervened with local authorities at breeder request on two occasions. He had also
prepared information for the Office to assist breeders. However, at present the work in the Canine & Feline
Sector Group was concentrating on the implications of leaving the EU. Depending on the future
relationship with Europe it could make travel abroad with pets and importing more difficult. There could be
revision of the rabies policy because of heightened concerns and breeders always needed to check to
ensure there had been no recent changes.
He hoped the delayed launch of the Kitten Check List would now be next month. DEFRA’s Cat Breeding
Code was still a work in progress.

IT
Steve also took the lead on this and explained the intentions for the year were consolidation, bug fixing and
enhancing the system in small ways. Caroline Turner-Russell had been extremely helpful in organising a
team of testers, for the Office and externally. A third release of updates was due next month. Ian Macro
was now working two days a week for GCCF, so we no longer had a full time programmer, but that was in
line with requirements at present. The development of STAR was ongoing and there was a four point
action plan for its completion that included the system, the production of manuals and agreements.

IC/DC
Kym Jarvis had produced statistics showing the IC case load had decreased significantly this year (13%).
However, she was concerned that the sale of sick cats/kittens was the one that had risen (9%) as most
involved cats suffering serious illness and possibly death, which was devastating for both cat and owner.
Instances of FIP were regularly mentioned and this disease continued to be a matter of serious concern.

Cat Welfare Trust
Rosemary Fisher could not be at the meeting, but had sent a report. Project 4
was almost concluded, but the final summary had not yet been received. As
soon as it was it would be on the website. Two breed projects were being
supported. There was work ongoing on HCM in British SH cats with the
eventual aim of developing a DNA test, and AHT and Nottingham Trent
University were working towards mapping genes in white deaf and hearing
cats.

The positive ending? Depends on whether you have time on your hands I
suppose. It was suggested that Board meetings should be live streamed.
That’s about five hours of people around a table talking, but with meetings at
the Kennel Club it could be possible, if not now, then in the not too distant
future.

Jen Lacey 25.7.2019 (for K&TCA)
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Cats and Grass!
Some animal experts have asserted that pets intuitively eat plants according to their
specific medicinal value -- that is, as long as they have several plants to choose from.
The problem, however, is that we choose our plants for beauty rather than edibility.
So when a pet has only household plants or landscaping to choose from, it can lead to
something more serious than a bellyache, especially if the plants are toxic or sprayed
with chemical pesticides and fertilizers. But, given the right plants to choose from,
your pet will be able to treat itself and you won’t need to worry about potential side
effects.
Whether you have a large yard space, a small four-foot by four-foot plot, or a
windowsill, you can grow a healing garden for your cat or dog. Most of these plants are
simple to grow and inexpensive to boot. Even better, many double as home remedies
for you and your family.
So without further ado, here are a few tips that will earn you an honorary green
thumb.
For an outdoor garden, the burdock herb is an ideal plant. Known for its ability to
treat allergies and digestive and kidney issues, the burdock is a traditional medicinal
plant used worldwide. A rich soil works best, but be careful to not let this plant grow
too large, for it will take over your entire garden when given the opportunity.
Milk thistle, good for liver disorders, is low on demands. It can be grown in wet or dry
soil, and in a sunny or partly sunny location. However, remove the flowering heads to
prevent it from becoming too weedy.
Peppermint is another easy-to-grow herb. Go to the store, buy the plant, and place it
in rich, moist soil – that’s it. Your pet will find the leaves of the peppermint herb,
which does well in both sun and shade, useful for indigestion and nausea. Just don’t
forget to cut the sprigs back regularly to encourage healthy growth.
The Astragalus herb, meanwhile, is useful for lowering blood pressure, decreasing
blood sugar, improving digestion, and promoting healing. The Astragalus seeds need to
be scratched before planting in a sandy soil.
Similarly, garlic is a well-known immune booster. Garlic grass is easy to grow, indoors
and outdoors, and can be started from a bulb bought at your local grocery store. Just
push the cloves under a quality soil, pointed side up. Keep in mind that the garlic clove,
eaten in large amounts, can make your dog ill, and it is toxic to cats. Garlic cloves
14

should not be given to your cat under any circumstance, but the grass that grows from
the clove can be nibbled on as your cat feels the need.
Article from PetMD Staff, 29th April 2014

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Korat & Thai Rescue/Re-homing
I am pleased to say that there are no Korats or Thai’s that need re-homing. However we do
have someone that is looking for an older Korat to be a companion for their 18 year old male
Korat, so please get in touch if you hear about a suitable cat.

If you know anyone with a cat to be rehomed or can offer a home
to a rescue Korat or Thai Cat, please do let me know.
Julie Cherkas
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Doing Our Bit for Charity
As you will have seen in previous newsletters each year the club nominates a charity to
receive the proceeds from the merchandise sales (capped at £100) for that year. At the
AGM on 28th April 2019, we chose Stray Cat Rescue, Toddington to receive this year’s
proceeds and we will be donating an amount up to £100, from merchandise sales at the end of
the year.
If you are coming to see us at the show in October 2019 (see page 23) we would be grateful
if you can help by supporting the raffle or purchasing merchandise. There will be knitted cat
toys, notebooks, pens and tote bags on sale. There will also be raffle tickets to purchase,
which will count towards sales.
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Update on her Ladyship
The following is an update provided to Clair Harding-Brown by the proud owner of one
of her ‘Clairabelle’ Kittens
She has come on like a house on fire. After she had been spayed she weighed 1.5kg.
One month later she weighed 3.5kg. Now she is older her weight gain has slowed down
and I reckon she's about 5kg. We will keep her at that, now that she's full size.
She has the highest intelligence I have ever seen in a cat. She loves games and keeps
me at it, devising new ways to keep her occupied.
At first I thought she was hyperactive. High speed
everywhere, breakages, trouble with a capital T. Then it hit
me how to deal with it. Give her a job to do. Use the
intelligence and persistence. Upside down Amazon boxes
with holes in them. Floppy carpets to fight. Soft toys to be
hidden and found then she could hide them again. And so on
and so on. Amazing how fast she catches on.
The other two are just dazzled by her. Yet she loves them
both and can be found sleeping with one or both of them.
She is very gentle. Shows enormous affection to us
uprights.
In other words she is a perfect fit in the family and has
very similar attitudes to our beloved late Jenny. We are
most grateful to you for starting her off so well.
We think she wants to be a NASA astronomer
when she grows up (or a trapeze artiste). We
have lots of windows so that she can go birding
(that means bird-watching in our lingo). Carpet
killing is an art with Liz. Particularly if there is
a woolly mouse under it. So is sleeping in the
sunshine.
Kindest regards to you and David from the
Northern Territories.
Olwen and Warren
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A Flowery Thank You
The club sent a letter of thanks to Marlene Buckeridge for all her help in recent years as our
show manager, along with some garden vouchers.
Marlene was very grateful and has passed on her thanks to the club for her gift. Marlene had
been looking out for something which would be fairly permanent and that she can look at in
the future and say "my Korat friends bought me that". She decided upon a planter, please see
photos below. She says she will always think of Korats and Thais when she sees it!
Marlene is looking forward to judging at the show in 2019.

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Who can relate to this?....
Living with my 5 cats is like living with a houseful of toddlers...
“Stop hitting your sister”
“Don’t jump there”
“Be careful!”
“Don’t eat that! Spit it out! Spit it out!”
“What happened to your eye? Did someone bop you?”
“no, No, NOOOOOO”
“No no, don’t vomit on the bed...”
“Use the toilet, USE THE TOILET”
And then...”Who’s mummy’s girl/boy?” ♥
Followed by... “Can Mummy PLEASE go to the toilet alone?”
☺ I need 🍷
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BASIC SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR SHOWING EXHIBITS AT
GCCF SHOWS

These guidelines supplement the GCCF rules for the exhibiting of cats at licensed
GCCF shows and are in no way intended to replace rules on presentation within
Section 4. All exhibitors are advised to make themselves aware of these.
1. No sprays are to be used that will or may alter the normal behaviour of the cat (such as Feliway), or
cause an exhibit to suffer actual physical distress. It must be remembered that not all exhibits react
in the same way to various substances and some in use may well act as stimulants to neighbouring
cats or be responsible for other harmful adverse reactions.
2. Bedding, litter, food bowl and drinking bowl must be as those described within the rules.
3. Hanging tee-pees or the use of blankets arrange as a tee-pee must not be used. These could be
construed as identifiable and/or make it difficult to access the cat for judging.
4. Toys containing catnip or valerian must not be placed in the pen.
5. To ensure the comfort of the exhibit when the temperature is cold or too hot then the following may
be provided:
a) Hot water bottle or heat reflecting material may be placed under the blanket.
b) Cooling pads may also be used on hot days and must also be placed under the blanket or by
folding the blanket back allowing the exhibit to recline on the cooling mat.
If in the opinion of the judge the exhibit cannot be removed safely for judging due to the use of nonapproved bedding, or show equipment that restricts the removal of the exhibit, the judge may
refuse to judge the exhibit, as stated within the GCCF rules
Remember that your exhibit can and will be disqualified, should it bite or prove dangerous to handle. A
biting certificate will be issued & the exhibit withdrawn immediately from competition should it bite any show
official on show day.

-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-o-

43rd GCCF Supreme Cat Show - now open for entries!
Halls 17 & 18 National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham.
on 26th October 2019
This year’s show theme – ‘Cats on Holiday’
The Schedule and entry form can be downloaded from the GCCF website and once more, the
office is taking online entries too. Online entries close on 1st October and paper entries must be
submitted to the office by 30th September.
Any entries completed before the 23rd September will qualify for our early bird discount.
Updates for change in title will be accepted into the next class up to 6th October 2019.
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RECENT OUTBREAK OF TUBERCULOSIS IN
CATS: LINK TO RAW FOOD

During the last year over 10 cases of bovine TB (i.e. Tuberculosis due to Mycobacterium
bovis) have been confirmed in cats and a number of new cases are currently being
investigated. The first unusual feature linking these cases is that they all occurred in indoor
cats, mainly in pedigree pets. TB in cats due to M. bovis usually occurs in free ranging cats in
areas where M. bovis is endemic in the wild rodent population and/or in cats with access to
raw milk from TB infected cattle. The second feature common to all these cases was that
they had been fed frozen raw venison.
Affected cats show a variety of symptoms. Reduced appetite, weight loss and lethargy are
common. Other signs often relate to involvement of the gastrointestinal tract (vomiting
and/or diarrhoea, swollen abdomen and enlarged mesenteric lymph nodes) or respiratory
system (cough, rapid or laboured breathing). The disease may run an acute or chronic course.
Some cases present with similar signs to FIP and have been misdiagnosed as such.
If you have been feeding frozen raw venison especially if any of your cats become unwell
please seek veterinary advice immediately. Tell your vet that your cat has eaten frozen raw
venison and that this food has been linked to recent cases of bovine TB in cats. It is very
important you do this as TB is an extremely rare disease in indoor cats and your vet may not
consider it as a possible diagnosis. If your vet suspects TB and requires more information
about diagnosis and treatment of this disease they should contact Danielle Gunn-Moore
FRCVS, Professor of Feline Medicine at the Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies
(University of Edinburgh) Hospital for Small Animals. Professor Gunn-Moore is an expert on
Feline TB and is leading the research into this outbreak.
Unfortunately it has not yet been possible to isolate M. bovis from venison products
suspected to have been the cause of these cases. It is suggested that you make an Internet
search against "venison cat food recall" and then check whether you have any venison cat
food in your fridge or freezer and if so act accordingly.
Further information about the current outbreak can be found in a press release from The
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies (University of Edinburgh) Hospital for Small
Animals on 13th May 2019 via the following link:
https://www.ed.ac.uk/vet/services/small-animals/information-about-cat-tb

If you have any questions or concerns after reading this notice please contact me by email:
tobysdenbengals@hotmail.co.uk
Susan F Moreland MRCVS
GCCF Veterinary Officer
15th May 2019
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Fun at Meal Time

How many of us just put a bowl of food down for our cats a few times a day or
maybe leave a bowl of dry out for the cats to graze on during the day? We do
this day in day out for our feline friends and not only is it rather boring for the
cat but also they don’t burn any calories off just walking to a food bowl. Gone
are the opportunities to hunt, capture and kill their food, all of which would
provide mental and physical stimulation. Long term lack of opportunities to
interact with the environment and use their brains can lead to boredom,
anxiety, destructive and aggressive behaviours, and weight gain.

Figure 1: Callee

It should therefore be encouraged to get our cats to work for their food. To get cats to express their natural
hunting behaviours and get them moving at dinner times we can give them a portion or all their feeds in
puzzle feeders. Puzzle feeders are objects which hold food and must be manipulated in different ways to
access the food. These help meal times last longer, increase physical exertion needed to obtain food and
provide mental stimulation as the cats work out how to get the food out!
There is scientific evidence that proves there are many benefits of using puzzle
feeders with cats, including reducing signs of stress, contributing to weight loss,
decreasing aggression towards humans and other cats, reducing fear and anxiety,
eliminating attention seeking behaviour and inappropriate toileting problems.

Figure 2: Maia with her slow
down bowl

Puzzle feeders can be used by all cats. You just need to tailor the toy to the cat.
We are lucky that Korats and Thais are super intelligent so we can have great fun
with this! This can also be as simple as scattering dry food over the floor where
they would usually eat or in the garden so they can ‘hunt’ for the pieces. There
are so many different puzzle feeders available now and you don’t have to spend a
fortune, you can make some with toilet rolls!

I’ve used food puzzles and slow down bowls for years now with my Korats and my
old dog Georgie, who always thought he was a Korat I’m sure! All my Korats can
use them, though my most motivated to use one is Maia, all her feeds are given in
a dog slow down bowl (fig 2) or puzzle feeder. It was initially bought for my dog
when he used to gulp his food down, as he got older he didn’t need it anymore
and Maia took over as major gulper so she got this! It’s brilliant and definitely
slows her down. She works out how to get the food out and then puts it on the
floor to eat. We also have a grass feeder, an activity feeder (fig 3) and a feeder
she has to scoop the food out of little cups (fig 1). Initially we started with toilet
rolls but they sussed this out far too quick. Egg boxes with holes cut into it are
good too but all of mine worked out that opening the box was far quicker to get
the food out of! No silly Korat lives here !

Figure 3: Maia with the cat
activity feeder

Take a look at this website http://foodpuzzlesforcats.com/ and start shopping or designing your cat’s new
toy! The website also contains the article going into depth of the use of food puzzles and the benefits to our
cats.
Clare Treacher, RVN CertSAN ISFM CertFN, Saluay Korats
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2018 Prize Giving
Well done to all the cats and their owners that received Best Cat Certificates and
Title Rosettes for 2018. These were presented at the AGM in April, and sent out to
those that could not attend. Keep up the great work, and keep sending me your show
results.
There was a small change made to the points allocation again in April; if your cat wins
the overall Best in Show at a Joint Show venue and then competes against the cat
which wins overall BIS in the other show, your cat can claim another 50 points if it
wins the “Best of the Best”. If you need a reminder of the Points Allocation, please
ask Julie Cherkas and she will email you an up-to-date copy.
We look forward to more excellent results in 2019!

Jen Day – Show Support Secretary (For contact details please see page 5)
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You Are Invited to enter the

Korat & Thai Cat Association
14th Championship Show

Make sure you get your entry completed by the closing
date: 16th September 2019
This year, you can enter online. Simply go to your cat’s
record, click on ‘select’ and then on ‘show entry’.
It’s that simple!
Once again we are sharing a venue with the
Russian Blue Breeders Association
on

Saturday 5th October 2019
at

Bugbrooke Sports & Community Centre,
Camp Close, Bugbrooke, Northampton, NN7 3RW
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING!
• There will be a raffle on the day!

If you have any unwanted gifts that you would like to donate as raffle
prizes, all donations would be gratefully received.

• Special ‘Spot’ prizes will be awarded during the afternoon!
• Drinks, food and snacks available
• A large collection of Korats & Thais

Even if you aren’t showing your cat, please come and visit us and help to
make the show a success. Most of the committee will be there to “cat
chat” and offer cat cuddles throughout the day!

Hope to See You There!!
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£Treasurer’s Notes

Hi Everyone. It’s been a difficult start to our summer this year. At the end of May, we were sadly faced
with losing our beautiful 12-year-old Thai Blue Point; Willow. A very unexpected loss, which has been hard to
accept. Maisie, Genie and Eva seem unaffected and continue to sleep and play together as always.
We’re going to miss our little fluffy Willow Higford Kwan Jai 12/09/2006 – 30/05/2019
Thank you to all who have paid their subs. We have 83 paid members so far this year; thank you for your
continued support. The Summer Newsletter is the last opportunity for you to pay your 2019 subscription
and stay with us.  If your cover has a black star and note, your membership will lapse unless payment is
received by the end of September.
• Our accounts are still healthy and as a small breed club, we are very lucky to have such loyal members.
• The Club Returns have been sent to the GCCF.
• You can now set up a Standing Order yearly for your subs. See below for details.
Ways to pay your Membership Subscription:
• You can still pay by PayPal. There is a new email to use; membership@korats.org.uk. Please remember
to choose friend, family or gift NOT goods and services when paying by this method, otherwise we will
be charged a fee for the transaction.
• You can still pay by cheque. It may take a few days before the cheque is cashed. Please send your
remittance (payable to Korat & Thai Cat Association) to the address on the slip below.
• New payment method – You can now pay by Bank Transfer or Standing Order. If you would like to use
this method, please email membership@korats.org.uk stating your membership requirement and I will
provide you with details. Please also add your postcode & first 5 letters of your surname in the
reference box (if option available) when completing payment online. Then drop me an email to let me
know payment has been made.
• Last but not least, a big welcome to our new members:
David and Beverley Fairnington, Uxbridge.
Alisia O’Sullivan, Peterborough.
Ian Macro, Dorking, Surrey.
Hope you have a lovely summer,
Bye for now!

Dee >^..^<

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KTCA Subscriptions for 2019 were due on 1st January.

If taking a paper newsletter :
Single: £9
Joint: £11
Overseas: £12
Newsletter sent by email:
Single: £7
Joint: £9
No overseas supplement
Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Please send your cheques, payable to Korat & Thai Cat Association, to:
Dee Hillier-Kidston (Treasurer), 29 Constable Close, Houghton Regis, Dunstable, Beds. LU5 5ST
Remember you can pay via PayPal using ~ membership@korats.org.uk ~
Please remember not to use the goods and services option as we’ll be charged for the transaction.
In order to comply with the General Data Protection regulations, we must ask if members will consent to
their details being kept for Club mailing purposes. These details will not be used for any other purpose,
except to provide your newsletter and Club communications.
I/We are happy for my/our details to be held by the club.

Signed______________________________________________________ Date _________________
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Meet the Cats

Welcome to the “Meet the Cats” section! I hope you all enjoy finding out more about your
fellow club members cats. Please send photos and details to Helen Hastilow (see page
5 for contact details) for inclusion in Meet the Cats.
Name
Breed
Age
Breeder
Owner
Favourite food
Favourite toy
Show
achievements

Samwise
Thai Lilac Point
3
Julie Cherkas (Jusarka)
Helen & Neil Hastilow
Chicken
Dragonfly waggler toy (stolen
from Merry the Korat!)
He has done a few shows, but was
not a fan of the car, so has now
retired!

Favourite past
times
Interesting
fact

Playing…ALL…THE…TIME! He loves it when we have small human visitors,
as they play with him lots; he will follow them for more play if they stop!
He will carry his dragonfly waggler toy around the house until he finds
someone to play with him! He is also the first Thai Lilac Point to own a
non-cat-breeding human being!

Name

Imperial Grand Premier Higford
Tai Chi (Misty)
Thai Blue Point
6
Liz Wilson (Higford)
Julie White
Gammon, ham, bacon
Catit ball track
Imperial Grand Premier

Breed
Age
Breeder
Owner
Favourite food
Favourite toy
Show
achievements

Favourite past
times
Interesting
fact

Playing with her track and snoozing
As well as meowing she says 'ning' a lot
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Cartoon Page
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS

NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mr R & Mrs L Best [KOR & TAI]
Cardiff
Mrs Felicity Black* [KOR]
London
Ms Julie Cherkas* [KOR & TAI]
Southampton
Miss J Couch* [KOR & TAI]
South Wales
Mrs C Harding-Brown* [KOR & TAI]
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins* [KOR]
Manchester
Mrs J Lacey* [KOR & TAI]
Northamptonshire
Mrs A Locher [KOR & TAI]
London
Miss C Nichols* [KOR]
Humber Bridge
Mrs Gillian Pigott [KOR]
Sherborne, Dorset
Mrs L Portsmouth [KOR & TAI]
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire
Ms G Sinclair* [KOR]
London
Miss C Treacher [KOR]
London
Mrs S Williams-Elliss* [KOR & TAI]
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson [KOR & TAI]
Herefordshire

Myfanwy
029 2084 2845
Kanzona
020 7485 1211
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
Jasumik
01792 791207
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Jenanca
01832 293831
Bikila
020 8898 4299
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Bluesilk
07890 555850
Cattleya
01793 938543
Sawatao
07814 894733
Saluay
07714 279625
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

richpbest@hotmail.com
felicityvincent@gmail.com
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
graham.jane2@virginmedia.com
animalantix@me.com
www.animalantix.com
koorahkliliwen@gmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
www.jenanca.com
walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
bluesilkkorats@btinternet.com
louise.portsmouth@mac.com
www.cattleyacats.co.uk
gab.s@talktalk.net
clare.treacher83@gmail.com
serennol@yahoo.co.uk
www.serennol.co.uk
lizziecatw@gmail.com

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS KORAT BREEDERS
Ms Camilla Baird
Mr Bernd Pollesche

Primprau’s
Kobalt

Denmark
Germany

dkkorat@yahoo.dk
bpollesche@arcor.de

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
K&TCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Contact Dee Hillier-Kidston (details on page 4) with your litter information for inclusion on the KTCA website.
Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais), number of each sex
still available and date the kittens will be ready for their new homes. A photo can also be added.

Please remember to let Dee know when your kittens have been placed.
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