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PICTURE GALLERY
Members Photos

‘Merry’
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

The Whole Gang!
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Korat Kitten Bundle
Courtesy of Clare Treacher

Eva at the Wessex Show
Courtesy of Dee Hillier-Kidston

‘Willow’ is 15 years old and she still has ‘it’
Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Litter sisters ‘Genie & Eva’
Courtesy of Dee Hillier-Kidston
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PICTURE GALLERY
Members Photos

L>R: Samwise (TLP), Pippin (TBP), Merry (KOR)
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Binx takes his relaxation seriously
Courtesy of Jocelyn Glanfield

Pelé being ‘The Cat in the Hat’!
Courtesy of Tina Heath

Samwise working out
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Pandora relaxing in the hammock
Courtesy of Jocelyn Glanfield

Phooey ‘belly up’ at the Wessex Show
Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Thank you to all members and breeders who shared photos of your wonderful cats!
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Chairman's Report
Dear Korat (and Thai) lovers,
Every time I get a gentle reminder from Dee that the Newsletter
deadline is upon us again, I seem to have the same response.
This goes along the lines of 'what, already?', 'not another
epistolary masterpiece?', and 'what do you want from me?
Blood???' However, I am obedient to the call of our extremely
hard working editor/treasurer and despite the groans am very
happy to put finger to keyboard to welcome you to the latest
newsletter.
I am looking forward to our breed show at its new venue. Even
if it is only half as good as the hall we hired last year it will still
be a splendid day out for everyone. The new pairing of the
Korat & Thai Cat Association with the Russian Blue Breeders Association worked extremely
well. My only problem with it was the difficulty in explaining the different breeds to a cat-friendly
but cat-ignorant friend. To him, cats come in colours - orange, tabby, white, black etc. (Oh yes,
and they purr). It was difficult to get his head around 'blue'. "What do you mean, BLUE? Cats
don't come in 'blue'. That's grey. And anyway, why do you call some of them Korat and some
Russian. They're all the same, innit?" Then I had to explain lilac......
I would like to pop in a word or ten of thanks to the committee, who are all hard at work getting
things sorted for the show. Jen Day is probably laundering all the Show Pen drapes as I write
this. The Schedule has been proofed and published, judges booked, winners of annual awards
worked out, raffles are being organised, and Russian Blue people liaised with - the list could go
on and on and on. This and more has been achieved by our Show Manager, Marlene
Buckeridge admirably aided by Dee, Julie and Jen Day, with the rest of us being on hand as
and when required. We hope the combined efforts give you and your cats a wonderful day out.
I've recently taken delivery of my new car. It's huge, but I've managed to fill it to the gunnels
with all my painting paraphernalia so that opening any of the doors is a hazardous pursuit. It
was bought to allow me to accommodate a power chair (of which, more in a minute). I have
managed to put three dents into it already. The final contretemps with a wooden post removed
the drivers' door handle. £200 is the quote, and no way can I ask the insurance company to pay
for it! The trouble is that it is somewhat longer and wider than the average car. If I'd had the top
end model I'd have had cameras everywhere (and automatic parking) so the problem wouldn't
have arisen. As it is, there is only one person to blame! Despite these teething problems, the
power chair itself is wonderfully liberating. I've already found that I am now able to spend whole
days out without getting terminally tired, and can trot off with friends to art galleries, national
trust properties, county shows etc, without holding my friends back. In fact, they have to run to
keep up with me for a change.
I was going to relate the sad story of my cat, Solomon/Solly/The Solmeister, and his kind
donation to me of fleas that don't seem to be bothered by application of anti-parasitic
medications. Or maybe they are bothered by it, since he has ceased scratching, and I have
begun...
I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the Show, and in the meantime hope you
enjoy the rest of the summer (Summer? - all 3 days of it sometime in June if I remember rightly).

Caroline
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Editors’ Notes
Hello everyone!
Welcome to the Summer edition of your newsletter!
Summer…is it? I guess we had some nice warm weather but the last few weeks have not
been much like summer at all!
It’s been an interesting time for Mark and I with our furry family getting more
mischievous by the day! Genie and Eva are developing their own little personalities and
never stop surprising us by their cuteness every day. Maisie has become a little bit of a
‘grumpy pants’ because as Genie grows up, she is just not putting up with that ‘Diva’
nonsense coming from the only Korat in the household. Maisie is not giving up the top post
too easily though, as she ‘dabs’ and then runs for cover, to leave Genie baffled as to ‘who’
just swiped her across the back of the neck, eventually catching on it was you know who
and showing her what’s for!! Willow thankfully just takes it all in her stride and watches
from the cat tree as the chaos unfolds on the ground below. And Eva…well…she is just too
posh to get involved now that she is the proud owner of two Premier Certificates to her
name…and so the Summer continues 
It certainly has been a fun Summer so far though and as work gets ever harder with the
hope of a promotion on the horizon, we begin to head towards the Autumn with our Korat
Show in October, which will be exciting for me this year as I missed the show last year
because of a prior engagement. Really hope to see some of you there!!
Thank you to everyone who sent something in for this edition. Apologies if you didn’t make
it in this time round. Don’t forget to copy Julie in the newsletter contribution emails too
(jusarka@yahoo.co.uk) as it is something of a ‘joint effort’.
Just on a final note, if you have a ‘RED DOT’ Edition of the newsletter this
will sadly be the last one you will receive, as your membership will lapse on the 30th
October, unless we receive your 2017 subs. We’d love you to continue of course so if you
would like to stay with us, details of how to pay can be found on the Treasurers bit on
Page 20.

So that’s it from me…I hope to see some of you at the Show!!
Dee Hillier-Kidston – Newsletter Editor
For contact details, see inside front cover.
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Committee News

Your committee is dedicated to promoting healthy Korats & Thais.

Well, Summer is over, what little we had, and as the nights draw in it’s time to get the 9 tog duvet out, service the
gas fire, and hunker down ready for winter! I’ve already noticed the cats piling into the heated beds, four or five to
a bed, as opposed to just laying around anywhere they fancy, so Summer must officially be over!
I had a shock recently, in July, when my only outdoor cat failed to come home. Tigger pops in and out all the time
so when he was a no show by the time I got home at 2030 on 6 July, I was really worried and knew something
had happened to him. There is a happy ending which you can read all about further down this page.
Anyway, down to business. The AGM in April was very well attended and we had a few lively debates about
various items. Liz Beckett was re-elected onto the committee and Louise Portsmouth, was elected as a new
committee member. I’d like to welcome them both and look forward to working with them. The Officers and
remaining committee are unchanged. Thanks go to: Jen Day who has been busy working out the winners of our
Show Points Scheme and ordering Club Rosettes for cats who gained a new title in 2016 and Dee, our new
Treasurer, who completed her first set of Returns to GCCF well before the deadline. I’ve been busy mostly on
Show activities, our application for a Show Licence in 2018 was submitted to GCCF on time! And more recently,
there has been a lot of activity around this year’s show, proof reading schedules and catalogues, etc. but I’m
pretty sure we are now ready and I feel confident that it will be as successful as last year.
SHOW NEWS
TH
K&TCA SHOW ~ SATURDAY 7 OCTOBER. Please come and see us and enjoy a plethora of Korat and Thai
cats!! See page15 for details of our new venue.
THE PROPOSED SHOW STRUCTURE CHANGES ~ Council delegates voted in June for changes to the GCCF
st
sections, reducing from 7 to 6, effective from 1 June 2018. Korat and Thai cats are to be in Section 5 with a new
Grand Class to include Russians, Abyssinians, Snowshoes and Singapuras. There are plans to make changes to
the judges training scheme. Nothing is decided but the most likely course will be to train judges by Grand class.
THE SUPREME CAT SHOW ~ This year’s Supreme Show is on 28 October 2017 at the NEC. Sadly, we won’t
be having a Club Table this year.
th

NATIONAL PET SHOW ~ We are going to have a “presence” at the NEC in Birmingham on Sunday 5
November. Dee Hillier-Kidston is taking her two Thai Blue Point girls and Clare Treacher is taking a Korat kitten.
Do come along if you can. The Pet Show is a fabulous event with all sorts of animals from insects, through
reptiles, birds of prey, rabbits, dogs and miniature ponies. A link to their website is on the GCCF home page.

PUPIL JUDGES ~ Congratulations to three of our Pupil Judges who were promoted to Full Judges at our last
BAC meeting. Naomi Johnson, Sandra Woodley and Mark Pearman are now able to give our cats certificates
and I, for one, am looking forward to them judging my cats in future. We also have a new Pupil Judge, Sally
Tokens and we welcome her to our training scheme and look forward to her critiques. Don’t forget, if you show
your cats, please try to enter the kitten, or miscellaneous classes under our Pupil Judges, now just two, Sarah
Bower and Sally Tokens. The more cats they get to judge, the quicker their progression to Full Judge of Korat &
Thai cats.
th

Finally, I hope to see some of you at the Show on 7 October.
Julie Cherkas (Club Secretary)

Where are you Tigger?
I wish I had £1 for every time I said that out loud during July!
At the height of the summer with temperatures of 28oC Tigger, my
neutered Thai Lilac boy, went missing. For the next two weeks, I was
frantic with worry, walked on average 3-5 miles a day (and those of
you who know me will attest that I’m normally a fairly sedentary
person!) and had put up around 100 posters - and goodness knows
how many leaflets were pushed through letterboxes. In the first two
weeks I had 7 phone calls resulting from posters and leaflets but I was
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Tigger

soon to learn that to the untrained eye, there are an awful lot of Tigger look-alikes out there! All were false alarms and four callers were all talking about the
same cat! At this point I must thank my ‘helpers’. In particular, Angela Adam,
who came down from Farnham twice to help me with posters and leaflets – and
generally just offer support. Julie (a lovely lady who has one of my Burmese
kittens) came with her son to help clear the blackberry bushes behind my house.
And Val Anderson (with the wonderdog, Bella) also came to help. I truly thought
we were looking for a body in the brambles by then. Val did get a bowl of
beautiful blackberries – I just got scratched!
Although Tiggs had disappeared in a heatwave, after a week the temperature was just 19-21oC and
thunder and lightning storms were frequent. He likes going out in the rain and isn’t scared of
thunder but even so, as I passed the 14 day point, I was convinced he was dead. If he was shut in
somewhere during the very hot weather, the heat and dehydration would be too much for him.
Then on Saturday morning (July 22nd – day 16) I received a text which
read, “I’m pretty sure I saw your cat this morning. Please ring me.”
Robert was working on a boat in dry dock at Saxon Wharf. He had a
good vantage point on deck (15-20ft up) and saw “an unusual coloured
cat sunbathing on a rock.” When he
came down for a closer look the cat
ran away. He'd seen a poster and
thought it was Tigger. As Tiggs is very
timid with strangers, for the first time
I was hopeful that it was a genuine
sighting of Tigger.
We set up the
humane cat trap and I sat for a couple
of hours in the pouring rain (I was sheltered slightly by the boat I
was sitting underneath).
I called Tigger and also played a
recording I’d made earlier of Willow, his Grandma, yelling her head
off! I didn't expect him to come out in the rain but wanted to stay
there for a while. The boat I was sitting underneath is next to the
red dropped pin on the map (right); my
house is the blue dot on the left.
I left the wharf about 6.30pm and went
back to Shamrock Quay (where all the boats are moored on the map) to
put up a few more posters. Then I went home. Took off my shoes,
made a coffee and had just sat down to drink it when Robert sent me a
text saying “Julie, we got him!!!”
I drove (a bit like a maniac) back to Saxon Wharf, crying my eyes out, and so scared in case it
wasn't Tigger. However, once I approached the trap, the cat in it started yelling. I’ve heard a few
Korats ‘kick off’ over the years but I’ve NEVER heard a cat scream as loudly as Tigger did - I knew
it was him!!!! He'd lost about 700g in weight, but otherwise was fine. The weight is back on him
now – he’s still lean but Tiggs has always been on the skinny side. He was grounded for a few
weeks but thankfully, he now seems quite happy to be a garden cat and
has stopped pacing in the garden looking for a way out. That has
pleased me no end!

The Re-union - only 7 of
his 12 friends came to
welcome him back!!

I’m so grateful for the help and support I had while Tiggs was missing;
from chopping down brambles, searching under bushes in the dark,
putting up posters and leaflets or just sending positive vibes. And in
those 16 days, I must have spoken to over 200 people about Tigger and
almost without exception (just two people who were negative) everyone
was so nice, trying very hard to help. It restored my faith in human
nature. The posters took a while to take down – duct tape is messy is all
I can say and I used a lot before I became an expert with cable ties! And
talking of cable ties, how many people know that they make wonderful
cat toys? Mine go mad for them! I'd missed my morning cuddles in bed
and it’s nice to get those back – I’ve been so lucky to get my boy back!
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WANTED
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Sadly, this will be the penultimate newsletter you’ll receive unless we can find
someone willing to continue the tradition and format a newsletter for the Club,
two or three times a year. Regular content will be provided by the Chairman,
Secretary, Treasurer, and GCCF Delegate but the remaining content will be up
to the editor.
The successful individual wouldn’t need to be a member of the committee – but
would be welcomed if they wished to join us. However, they would need to
liaise with the committee regards timing and Club content,
e.g. AGM notice and publication of agenda and minutes,
Show promotion, seminar information, etc..
Dee and I will produce the next newsletter, in December,
but that will be our last edition. Dee has been promoted at
work and isn’t able to commit the same amount of time to the newsletter. And
I have been doing this for over 10 years now and feel I’m not giving it my best
anymore. We need fresh eyes and new ideas.
Publishing will continue to be provided by GCCF so it just needs someone to
produce a 20-28 page pdf and we will produce the mailing list, print and post
out/email copies. Simples!
If you feel this is something which would interest you, please contact me in the
first instance and I can provide you with more information
about how we see this relationship working.
Thank you.

Julie Cherkas, Secretary and Joint Newsletter Editor.
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THE ELECTORAL MEETING OF GCCF COUNCIL, JUNE 2017
The meeting began very promptly at noon and it was well past five before a halt was
called. At least four items on a not overlong agenda were omitted altogether, and others
had little time for full attention. However, there were two presentations from visitors,
several voting sessions, with the first going to a recount, and the significant changes in
show structure and judge training to debate. A fair portion of time went on discussing the
accounts near the beginning of the meeting - to give some indication of how the hours
were spent for those not present.

Reports and Presentations
Chairman
After the Chairman had welcomed the 118 delegates present to the sixth Annual General
Meeting of GCCF as a company, and a moment of silence was held to remember how those
who were no longer with us, had touched our lives, it was time for the final report following
his three years in office. Steve chose to make it a review of the whole of this period rather
than the final stage.
He stated his overall intention had been to make GCCF relevant to, and able to operate in,
the 21st century. This had encompassed keeping up to date with and being proactive for
responsible cat breeding and welfare practices, as well ensuring sound business
administration. He had particularly enjoyed working with the Genetics Committee and
Veterinary Advisory Committee and maintaining links with outside people and
organisations, such as International Cat Care, Langford and Prof Leslie Lyons.

The Company Accounts for 2016
These were introduced by Laura Green of Monahans, who had examined the accounts. The
company had increased its income, but it had been a year when expenditure had risen
significantly. Redundancy costs, and increases in advertising and the deficit from the
Supreme had contributed significantly to this, but reserves showed a slight increase and
the company could meet its responsibilities and repay the club loans in 2017 as planned.

IT
Plans for online show administration and giving clubs and BACs direct access to update
their own relevant information and make returns were on going. There were queries on an
online help desk, and a request for presenting the judge lists in a publically accessible area
of the website once again.

UK Accreditation Service (UKAS)
GCCF could have an accredited Breeders Scheme on the same lines as that offered by the
Kennel Club to dog breeders. It would have to determine the definition of good cat breeder
and ensure this was measurable to an impartial and consistent standard. UKAS would be
rigorous in assessing and interrogating the competence of the processes concerned in this
and the manner in which the organisation carried them out.
When asked how long accreditation could take it was explained it depended on the
readiness and abilities of the organisation concerned. Some could be ready in under a year,
others took considerably longer, perhaps up to 5 years. When talking about licensing a
little later Steve Crow outlined the costs involved. It would take around £10,000-£15,000
to set up and £4,000 annually to maintain. It was not to be undertaken lightly.
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Breeder Licensing
The Chairman had expressed his views forcibly that licensing and inspection were not
practical for domestic premises in the terms given, but had not been encouraged by the
definition of what constituted commercial activity. It seemed to be any exchange of an
animal for money, no matter how small the animal or young the breeder.
Sorry, that this isn’t positive news, but it looks like an issue breeders are going to have to
face, unless the government decides it’s got far more important things to do as a priority.
The best that can be hoped is that farmers and fishermen have plenty of BREXIT demands
to settle.

Elections
GCCF has a new President: Shirley Bullock; and Vice-President: Betty Shingleton.
John Hansson stood unopposed as Chairman.
Sean Farrell was elected as Vice-Chairman.
The personnel of all of the various committees are listed on the GCCF website for those
interested.
Before the Board was elected a Byelaw change was approved. In future, Board members
will serve for three years with five needing to stand for re-election or retiring each June.
This procedure was described as very similar to the manner in which the clubs appointed
their committees and was to bring a greater degree of stability to the governance of the
company that could be needed for credibility with other organisations it worked with.

The Great Debate
The big event of the day was on the proposals to alter GCCF show structure and judge
training. Chair of the Show Structure Review Group, Kate Kaye, presented this giving an
overview of how the group had worked towards its final conclusions and stressing the need
for change. This necessity was echoed by passionate speakers from the floor who gained
rounds of applause. But there were also concerns expressed, particularly from those who
felt that neither option offered sufficient balance in respect of some breeds (in the SLH
section in particular) and a fear that the in-depth knowledge that existed in the minority
breed BACs in the Foreign section would be lost.
It was stressed several times that what was being voted for was the way forward for
change, rather than any finality. Kate clarified that not all ideas mentioned in the draft
would be taken up, and new ones would doubtless be included. The small clubs would
remain as guardians of their registration and breeding policies and SOPs. They would be
sending representatives to give their opinions at BACs.
It was the format and procedure that would change rather than being a complete dismissal
of the small BACs. There was no intention to disadvantage the minority breeds of the
foreign section, but to enhance opportunities for exhibitors with smaller grand classes,
encourage more breeder judges by ensuring they were more useful to Show Management,
and retain breed club involvement. Therefore there was no aim for deleterious impact and
no Byelaw broken (as was suggested).
The outcome was a vote in favour of option 2 that, with 87 wanting it, gained considerable
approval. Just 4 thought option 1 was the way to go, and 24 delegates abstained.
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There was then the inevitable question when change would take place. All that could be
said was that it was planned for June 2018, but with acknowledgement that there was so
much to do that it could well take longer.
As an aside some interesting statistics were produced to support the need for change.
• GCCF has a judge list with 193 on it, but many haven’t judged for more than five
years, and others are emeritus or only judge occasionally in certain areas. There are
only 43 judges who travel widely, judging frequently, which explains why some
exhibitors are frustrated the same person regularly doing their breed or title class.
• The average age of our judges is 67, new younger people are desperately needed.
• When a judge is lost he or she is usually qualified for many breed lists. When a new
one is added they go onto a single list, and then branch out into one or two more.
There’s no way judge loss and gain is in any way even.
• Other organisations train judges to two lists, or four. The GCCF intention is to reduce
from 39 to 14.
It was not really a surprise that ‘the status quo is not an option’ was perhaps the most
repeated sentiment of the afternoon.

What will it all mean for Korats & Thais?
 They will be in Section 4, with many, but not all of the other Foreign Breeds.
 They will have to compete against Snowshoes and Singapuras in the Grand classes,
as well as Russian and Abyssinians.
 Tonkinese, Asians and Australian Mists will be in Section 5, so the number of breeds
competing for the Imperial will be reduced.
 Eventually it won’t be the responsibility of the K&TCA Committee to appoint judges.
There will be a Judge Appointment Group made up of representatives from all the
breeds in the Grand Group and judges will not train to a breed list, but to a group
one.
 However, we will still look after our registration and breeding policies and Standard
of Points. We will also be responsible for monitoring judges and passing an opinion
on just how well they are working with our breeds.

Jen Lacey

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

My Thai Cat Chilli
He’s just celebrated his seventeenth birthday (13th July) and
is still bringing us joy every day. We’ve had a few scrapes with
him along the way; he’s very territorial even seeing off a fox
one evening who’d wandered into the garden. Last January he
was diagnosed with diabetes which after a few trial runs we
have under control, he’s got a bit of arthritis, a bit of
cataract, deafness (although I’m not sure if that’s not
selective deafness) but he’s great and we love him to bits. I
thought I’d attach my favourite picture of him in my bowl in
the conservatory.

“Jen ~ Thank you for my Chilli”

Sue
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Doing Our Bit for Charity
As you will have seen in a previous
newsletter, it was agreed at the AGM in
2016, that each year the club will nominate
a charity, to receive the proceeds (capped
at £100) from the merchandise sales for
that year. In 2016, the chosen charity was
‘Stray Cat Rescue’ from Toddington in
Bedfordshire. This is a charity that I support
locally. Previously I used to make various
items of merchandise to sell and then I
would donate any money I received to the
Rescue. Since producing merchandise for
the KTCA, my local charity has missed out,
so the Officers and Committee decided to
nominate them as the first charity we would
support. I was over the moon, when we
were able to send them a cheque in May for
£100. Thank you to everyone who helped
by purchasing merchandise or knitted toys.
At the AGM in 2017, we chose the ‘Cat
Welfare Trust’ to receive this year’s proceeds and we will be donating an amount up to
£100, from merchandise sales at the end of the year. You can read more about the CWT in
any GCCF Show schedule and catalogue, or go to the GCCF website and look under Health
& Welfare. If you are coming to see us at the show, we would be grateful if you can help by
supporting the raffle or purchasing merchandise. There will be knitted cat toys, notebooks,
pens and tote bags on sale. There will also be raffle tickets to purchase, which will count
towards the merchandise sales.
Hope to see you there!

Dee Hillier-Kidston
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞

Remember Boo-Boo?
In the last newsletter, you may remember that
we were looking for a new forever home for BooBoo the Korat.
I am extremely happy to be able to report that a
lady came forward and Boo-Boo is now in his
new forever home.
A very happy ending.
If you are interested in rehoming a Korat or Thai
in the future, please let Julie Cherkas know. And
do keep an eye on the website.
www.korats.org.uk
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Korat & Thai Cat Association
and

Russian Blue Breeders Association
Shared Cat Show

Saturday 7th October 2017
Being held at our NEW venue:
Bugbrooke Sports & Community Centre,
Camp Close, Bugbrooke,
Northampton NN7 3RW
PLENTY OF FREE PARKING!
• There will be a raffle on the day!
If you have any unwanted gifts that you would like to donate as Raffle
prizes, all donations would be gratefully received.

• Special ‘Spot’ prizes will be awarded during the afternoon!
Most laid back Cat, Cat with the most luminous eyes,
Most talkative cat, Best Whiskers.
Our Show Support Secretary will then choose her Favourite Cat

• Breakfast Baps and snacks available
Bacon, Sausage or Egg baps. Jacket potatoes.
Tea, coffee, cakes

• A large collection of Korats & Thais
You won’t see so many all in one place very often!

Please come and visit us on the day and help to make
the show a success. Most of the committee will be there
to “cat chat” and offer cat cuddles throughout the day.

Hope to See You There!!
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Zac’s Day at the Show – 22nd July 2017
Zac was at the Bingley Cat Show - part of the Airedale
Agricultural Society show – and had a great day, clever
boy! It’s the only GCCF show held in a tent!!
His results: Open class - 1st & BOB, Grand class – 1st,
Miscellaneous classes - 4 × 1st and 3 x 3rd placings. He
won £13.50 in prize money as well! As it's an Exemption
Show there are no certificates awarded....
After torrential rain most of the way there and most of the
morning, the sun came out about 1pm and it was a
scorching day! 😎 25C+
The cat tent was next to the Poultry tent, but this year
there were just "Eggs" 😂 due to the bird flu' clamp down
on movement of birds. There were lots of decorated
eggs, different varieties of eggs - all colours and sizes...
We enjoyed watching the show jumping, etc. in the main
arena and watching the birds of prey demonstration.
Gizmo, the barn owl, flew off into the trees, so I hope he
came back! Earlier in the day, Storm, the Harris falcon,
had done the same, but he came back...
It was a long, tiring day but well worth it!!

Helen Hawkins

Zac is 2yrs old next Thursday 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Tobias

My puss Tobias, as a housecat, is very good at inventing imaginary games, either with his toys
or when feeling lively. When he is running around working off excess energy he often fluffs his
tail out, it seems as though he enjoys 'spooking' himself! I have never seen a cat do this in play.
I wonder if any other Korat owners have witnessed this?
Two pictures of my three year old Tobias resting!
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Susan Miller

SYLVIA EDWARDS – a tribute to a kind and gentle korat lover
Anyone remember the day a handsome young man named Korky became
Editor in Chief of the K&TCA Newsletter. It was seventeen years ago when the
human partner of the team, his mum Sylvia, took on the task of producing the
magazine.
Of course, Korky the Korat decided it was a
paws-on job. Sylvia reported that her
precious cat was absolutely convinced he
had responsibility to type and print the text
so would sit on the keyboard. Then he
would assist with scanning and proof
reading by plonking himself on exactly the
next set of papers she needed. I’m sure we
could all picture it exactly.
When I think of Sylvia, that’s how I
remember her most, recounting Korky’s
exploits, and later he was joined by a
partner in crime, little Rosie. They were
lovable rascals, much adored, and although
I never actually met them I got to know
them as characters through Sylvia’s tales.
Sylvia cuddling a Korat and a Thai cat
which is how we all remember her

Sylvia continued as Newsletter Editor for
some seven years, ensuring at least two
editions a year kept members up to date with Korat news. She had stepped
into the breach when there was no one to do the job after the passing of
Ianthe Cormack, and made a commitment because of her love of Korats and
her loyalty to the club. She did it quietly and efficiently, much of the time
working behind the scenes as she didn’t breed or
exhibit, though you could meet her at club shows or
supporting at the Supreme on occasions.
In 2007 she was Vice-Chairman when there was
another sudden death. Anthea Whitehouse, our
Chairman, who had been so passionate in her Korat
involvement was no longer with us. Sylvia was called
to the fore again and she didn’t let us down.
She took the chair for the next three years, handing
on the baton to husband, Bill. Sylvia remained on the
committee, but sadly attending meetings became
increasingly difficult as she struggled with failing
eyesight. However, her Korats were a tremendous
comfort and when Korky was no longer around she
chose to have Max from me to fill the void.

Hard at work on the Club
table at our show in 2008

And now another stalwart is no longer with us. Our thoughts are with Bill and
the other family members, but Korky’s patient wait at the bridge is over.
17

What to Look for When Choosing Pet Insurance
•
•
•
•

Do you really know what your pet is insured for?
Are they insured for dental procedures?
What if you accidentally forget to vaccinate your pet one year, or you don’t vaccinate your cat at all past its
one year booster and it gets cat flu? Will this be covered?
Do you actually have £1000 per condition only, if you read the small print? You may think that £1000 is a lot
of cover but referral hospital visits usually go into many thousands.

These are all problems I have come up against and sadly nothing can be done once the pet is sick. We get owners to
bring in their pet documents all the time and yes, it is insured, but the owner hasn’t read the policy and the poor cat
isn’t insured for veterinary fees or the insurance was only taken out last week and the policy states that no illness or
injury will be accepted within 28 days of the policy start date or the owner was sure it was £7,000 and its only £1,000.
Owners then have the added worry of money on top of their poor pet suffering an illness or injury. This can easily be
avoided if proper research is done when taking out a policy, before the pet needs any treatment.
Carefully researching your choice of pet insurance when you get your cat will make sure that you don’t have to worry
about your pet’s cover if you need to use it. It would be very upsetting if your pet suffers a terrible accident and you
think they are covered for one thing and it turns out to be much less than you thought or not covered at all. Could you
afford £6,000 if your pet got injured or maybe £10,000+ for a lifelong condition?
Insurance is only for illnesses or injury so you still need to plan for vaccinations, flea and worm treatments and
neutering. Some trips to the vet will be one-off visits and will not go over your insurance excess so will not be worth
claiming. Your vet will be able to give you advice on what you can and can’t claim.
Below are the three main types of insurance plans offered by each insurance company:

Lifetime/Covered for Life policies
•
•
•
•
•

This type of plan covers your pet up to a certain amount of veterinary fees and is renewed each year.
There is no time limit on how long you can continue to claim for a certain condition as long as you
renew each year without a break in cover
These policies usually cover your pet from £6,000+for veterinary fees
This is an ideal cover for ongoing conditions such as diabetes, asthma, arthritis and chronic kidney
disease
You will pay an excess every year
Once your pet is over a certain age you will have to pay a percentage of the claim as well each time a
claim is submitted
Maximum benefit policies

•
•
•
•
•

This type of plan covers your pet up to a maximum amount per condition (eg. £4,000)
Once you have claimed this amount the company will not pay anymore
This condition will be excluded from your policy and cannot be claimed again
You will pay an excess on this condition
You may also have a percentage of the claim to pay as well and any amount that goes over your limit

Time-limited policies
•
•

This type of plan covers your pet to a maximum amount for veterinary fees and has a 12 month limit
for claiming for the condition
After 12 months (or when you use your maximum amount) the condition will be excluded and cannot
be claimed again

Does your cat’s policy offer everything you want? Do check the small print!
Clare Treacher, RVN CertSAN ISFM CertFN
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Tips To Keep Your Cat Safe On Bonfire Night!
Bonfire night is on the 5th of November, but it’s not uncommon for firework season to extend
from now until the New Year. Some cats take loud noises and fireworks in their stride, however,
the loud and sudden bang of fireworks can make this time of year very frightening for some cats
- be sure to read the following advice so if your kitty falls into the latter category you can make
them feel relaxed and comfortable this winter. Even if your cat isn’t bothered by fireworks, you
should still keep them safely indoors when fireworks are expected.
Bonfire night might be an exciting time of year for us humans, but it’s quite the opposite for our feline
friends. Being so sensitive to noise and bright flashes of light means even the most confident cat can
run for cover at the hint of a firework display. It’s your responsibility as the cats’ owner to ensure they
are kept indoors on 5th November and that you do everything in your power to reduce the amount of
stress and fear they experience as a result of nearby firework displays.
Preparation, Preparation, Preparation
Find out when and where local firework displays in your area are being held, and be sure to ask your
neighbours whether they are planning any fireworks of their own too. This way you know what to expect
and when to expect it - it is also highly recommended that you feed your cat a while before the displays
start, as your cat may later on be too stressed to eat.
It’s also absolutely essential that your cat is microchipped and has an ID collar (preferably reflective and
with a bell). Petlog, the UK’s biggest database for microchipped pets, received a 40% increase in the
number of calls about missing pets on 5th November 2012. If your kitty gets spooked they may well use
any opportunity to run away such as an open door or window, so it’s important that they can always be
traced back to you!
Giving your cat a ‘safe place’ in the run-up to firework season can offer them somewhere to retreat to
where they feel more secure and less anxious. If your cat has no place like this already, you can easily
introduce one in the weeks or days leading up to Bonfire Night. A cupboard or corner of the room with
familiar cushions and blankets is ideal. Leaving your cats favourite toys in their den will encourage them
to use it. A simple cardboard box would work too.
On The Night
It’s really important to remember that no matter how much preparation you’ve done, your cat is very
likely to still be frightened by the loud bang of fireworks. To minimise the amount of noise they hear be
sure to shut all doors and windows and draw the curtains (this will block out bright flashes as well).
Ensure that your feline friend’s ‘den’ is located in the same room as you will be in most and never put
your cat in a room on their own. Put the TV or radio on - this will distract your cat from the noise and, if
you are going out for the evening, get a cat sitter who your kitty is familiar with. Most of all, it’s important
to keep to their normal routine as much as possible - if your cat thinks you’re worried as well this will
only increase their anxiety.
Needless to say you should absolutely NOT let your cat go outside on bonfire night, and ensure you
give them no opportunities to run outside if they get spooked. Keep all windows shut and exercise
caution when going in or out of the front door. Make sure your cat is safely indoors a while before the
first firework display.
If Your Cat Becomes Frightened…
Cats indicate fear or distress by pacing, meowing and bolting suddenly. It can be distressing for you to
see your feline friend like this, but its very important that you don’t try to comfort them as it could make
their behaviour worse. If your cat is hiding, don’t try to coax them out or pick them up, just let them do
what they need to do and be around so they can come to you if they wish. Under no circumstances try
to make your kitty face their fears, they will just become more frightened and could become angry with
you.
You can’t stop your cat from being startled by fireworks, but by following the steps above you can make
them as comfortable as possible during bonfire night and throughout winter.
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£Treasurer’s Notes
Thank you to all who have paid their subs. We have 101 paid members so far this year; we are very pleased to have
you all on board.
Our accounts are still healthy and as a small breed club, we are very lucky to have such loyal members.
• The GCCF loan of £300 has now been repaid back to the Club.
• The 2016 Club Returns have been signed off.
Last Call
Unfortunately some of you haven’t paid your 2017 subs and your newsletter has a message on the front cover,
previously this was a ‘RED DOT’. Subscriptions are due yearly on the 1st January so, if you wish to continue your
membership, simply use one of the methods below to bring your subs up to date. We would love you to continue as a
member and appreciate those who continue to support the club, however, if outstanding Subs are not received by
30th October, membership will be lapsed; which means this will be the final newsletter you will receive.
Ways to pay your Membership Subscription:
You can pay using PayPal. There is a new email to use; membership@korats.org.uk. Please remember to choose
friend, family or gift NOT goods and services when paying by this method, otherwise we will be charged a fee for the
transaction.
You can still pay by cheque. It may take a few days before the cheque is cashed.
Please note: Cheques should now be payable to: Korat & Thai Cat Association
You can send your remittance to the address on the Slip below.
New payment method – You can now pay by Bank Transfer. If you would like to use this method, please email
membership@korats.org.uk stating your membership requirements and I will provide you with the details. Please
provide the first 5 letters of your surname and your postcode as the reference when completing the payment online.
Then drop me an email to let me know your payment has been made.
We have three new members; the committee would like to offer them all a warm welcome.
Welcome to our New Members:

Deborah & Peter Heatlie, Sunderland.

Veronica Robinson, Berkshire.

Mrs D Lewis, Banbury.

That’s it from me, but before I go, here is your next Cat Fact:

“Cats have 32 muscles that control the outer ear (humans have only 6).
A cat can independently rotate its ears 180 degrees”
(Reference: Piven, Hanoch. What Cats Are Made Of. New York, NY: Ginee Seo Books, 2009)

Bye for now!
Dee >^..^<
st

KTCA Subscriptions for 2017 were due on 1 January.
If taking a paper newsletter
Newsletter sent by email:

:

Single: £9
Single: £7

Joint: £11
Joint: £9

Overseas: £12
No overseas supplement

Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Please send your cheques, payable to Korat & Thai Cat Association, to:
Dee Hillier-Kidston (Treasurer), 29 Constable Close, Houghton Regis, Dunstable, Beds. LU5 5ST
Remember you can pay via PayPal using ~ membership@korats.org.uk ~ quite a few are using this now
Please remember not to use the goods and services option as we will be charged for the transaction.
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Pandora’s Summer Antics ~ Jocelyn Glanfield
We have new 'entertainment' for the grandchildren, all ready & waiting for them to try out...
In the meantime Pandora, a naturally inquisitive (read nosey) purrson has already enjoyed a
sneaky bounce or two & found it makes a very comfortable sun bed. She obviously took a
greater interest in last year's John Lewis Christmas advert than we realised!! Now I'm just
hoping we'll get some wildlife jumping on it too...!!

The new trampoline is up & awaiting
the patter of small feet...!!

Pandora approving the trampoline...

Pandora thought the new "sunbed"
most comfortable...

Pandora found the trampoline rather
enjoyable.
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CARTOON PAGE

Whiskers arrived late
to Mr Guppy’s funeral
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS
NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mr H Bailey [KOR]
Kent
Miss E Beale* [KOR]
London
Miss E Beckett* [KOR]
Hampshire
Mr R & Mrs L Best [KOR & TAI]
Cardiff
Mr & Mrs L Black* [KOR]
London
Ms Julie Cherkas* [KOR & TAI]
Southampton
Ms Jo Collar [KOR & TAI]
Surrey
Miss J Couch* [KOR & TAI]
South Wales
Mrs C Harding-Brown* [KOR & TAI]
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins* [KOR]
Manchester
Mrs J Lacey* [KOR & TAI]
Northamptonshire
Mrs A Locher [KOR & TAI]
London
Miss C Nichols* [KOR]
Humber Bridge
Mrs L Portsmouth [KOR & TAI]
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire
Ms G Sinclair* [KOR]
London
Miss C Treacher [KOR]
London
Mrs S Williams-Elliss* [KOR & TAI]
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson [KOR & TAI]
Herefordshire

Korag
07540 320387
Sontaya
07809 203290
Indigo
07726 655082
Myfanwy
029 2084 2845
Kanzona
020 7485 1211
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
No Prefix
07799 062143
Jasumik
01792 791207
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Jenanca
01832 293831
Bikila
020 8898 4299
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Cattleya
01793 938543
Sawatao
07814 894733
Saluay
07714 279625
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

hb_87_@hotmail.com
memmie_89@hotmail.com
beckett199@btinternet.com
richpbest@hotmail.com
felicityvincent@gmail.com
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
jocollar01@gmail.com
tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk
animalantix@me.com
www.animalantix.com
koorahkliliwen@gmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
www.jenanca.com
walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
louise.portsmouth@mac.com
www.cattleyacats.co.uk
gab.s@talktalk.net
clare.treacher83@gmail.com
serennol@yahoo.co.uk
www.serennol.co.uk
lizziecatw@gmail.com

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS KORAT BREEDERS
Ms C Baird
Mr B Pollesche

Primprau’s
Kobalt

Denmark
Germany

dkkorat@yahoo.dk
bpollesche@arcor.de

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
K&TCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KTCA website.
Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais),
number of each sex still available and date the kittens will be ready for their new homes.

Please remember to let Julie know when your kittens have been placed.
www.korats.org.uk
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