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PICTURE GALLERY
Members Photos

Mekhalaa 'Thai Goddess of lightning' and Fai-Faa 'blue fire'.
Courtesy of Patricia Samson

Callee showing off her beautiful Korat eyes!
Courtesy of Clare Treacher

Poppy, 11yrs old in May, on her Cataerobic Centre.
Courtesy of Judy East

Holly, 5 yrs old in June, loves to cuddle up
to her Teddy Bear.
Courtesy of Judy East

A Meeting of the Thais - Samwise, (Lilac Point)
Frodo (Lilac) and Pippin (Blue Point)
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Dylan with his heart toy.
Courtesy of Clare Treacher
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PICTURE GALLERY
Members Photos

A tiny Korat Kitten
Courtesy of Louise Portsmouth

Jagger
Courtesy of Judith Jewkes

Samwise, aka Sam, making himself useful
Courtesy of Helen Hastilow

Cymba
Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Jazz
Courtesy of Julie Cherkas

Genie (Blue Point), Eva (Blue Point), Maisie (Korat)
Willow (Blue Point)
Courtesy of Dee Hillier-Kidston

Thank you to all members and breeders who shared photos of your wonderful cats!
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Chairman's Report
Dear Korat (and Thai) lovers,
Three months have flown by since the last Newsletter, and once again, my
contribution will be the last to arrive on our long suffering editor's desk.
Many apologies, Dee!
I mentioned that my occasionally dearly beloved Korat, Solomon, was going
to have the pampering week to end all pampering weeks whilst I was in
hospital. In the end, this didn't happen. A friend stepped into the breach,
and came in twice a day to feed and play with him, and when my
incarceration lasted rather longer than anticipated, managed to find a local
pet sitting company to take over. Despite what he would like you to think, he
survived. But I'm keeping very quiet about the fact that I'm going away for a
week in June...
Whilst I was stuck in hospital, I had the concentration of a gnat, and for the first week I couldn't read more than a page
of a book at a time. However, having anticipated this, I had downloaded a number of easy-to-read-and-assimilate
books, including a 'fantasy' novel to while away the hours. It kept my mind off things for days, so if you like stories of
cats ruling the world, Salome's Daughters by Jane Tatam will keep you quiet for an hour or three. It's not my usual sort
of book, it has to be admitted, but was enjoyable, especially as a great deal of it is set on Exmoor, which has to be my
favourite part of the country.
I have just had new carpets fitted throughout my flat. This filled Solly's tiny heart with more joy than he could cope with.
First of all, many of the toys and balls that he had 'lost' under pieces of furniture were unearthed. Secondly, he found
he had all the room in the world in which to practise complicated gymnastic routines until the furniture was replaced. I
had never seen him do proper somersaults before. Max Whitman or Louis Smith would be proud of him - he executed
backward and forward somersaults whilst holding a ball in his front paws and ended the exhibition with a number of two
legged jumps with one and a half twists. Why did I not have my iPhone camera ready for that moment?
I hope you all have a wonderfully successful season if you are showing your cat/s, or if not, that you will just enjoy the
th
summer with your own examples of the very best breed in the world. I hope to see you at the AGM on 30 April and if
you can’t make it to that, perhaps our Breed Show in the Autumn.
Caroline
∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞
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Editors’ Notes
Hello everyone!
Welcome to
newsletter!

the

Spring

edition

of

your

Hooray!! Spring is here and the warmer
weather is approaching.
So…all is no longer quiet in our household! We had the patter of tiny paws descend on us on
New Year’s Day and life has turned upside down…all for the better I must add.
I had been thinking for a while about adding to our little family. I wasn’t so sure how well
two new kittens would be accepted. I certainly wasn’t anticipating my Maisie turning from
a Korat into a monster!! That was the biggest shock ever. She has always been a typical
talking Korat so I was expecting her to protest, but what I wasn’t quite expecting was the
horrific noise she was making anytime she caught sight of the two new bundles of fluff
that had arrived. They were completely oblivious to the noises she was making and took it
all in their stride. I had a lot of support from Julie Cherkas, where my gorgeous little
girlies came from, which I am forever grateful. I think if Julie had not propped up my
nerves during these first few weeks, I may not have made it to 3 months. Willow seemed
to accept them in the first few days and it wasn’t long before she was washing them and
snuggling up in the doughnut bed.
So now we are in the 4th month and although Maisie does still have a moan, it’s only really
when they are running riot or chasing her up the stairs. She always has the last meow and
the kittens always roll over and surrender. Then Maisie strolls off with her head up,
playing the diva that she has secretly always been  Would I do it again?? Probably!! But
not for a very long time………
One thing I have tried since them arriving is taking them to shows. I never thought how
much I would enjoy it and I have written a little bit about my experiences, including
photos, which you can find on page 28.
Thank you to everyone who sent something in for this edition. Apologies if you didn’t make
it in this time round. Don’t forget to copy Julie in the newsletter contribution emails too
(jusarka@yahoo.co.uk).
So that’s it from me…I hope to see some of you at the AGM
on 30th April.
Happy Easter everyone!!
Dee Hillier-Kidston – Newsletter Editor
For contact details, see inside front cover.
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Committee News
Your committee is dedicated to promoting healthy Korats & Thais.

Well, it’s certainly nice to have a bit of sunshine, and the
daffs are blooming everywhere – and I’m not being rude there! We have hopefully put
the short winter days behind us and can look forward to the warmth and colour of
Spring and then, I for one am hoping for a good summer this year. I’m sure by now, we
all have cats letting us know, in full voice, that they want to go out to breathe in the
warmer spring air, and maybe, if they’re lucky, even sunbathe! Typing this reminded
me of a recent post on facebook by a fellow Korateer in Australia....
“The brilliance of a Korat! At 9pm Mia knows it’s dinner time, always. Today is the first day since daylight saving time
(DST) ended and she wants her dinner at...... 9pm. This is how it is EVERY year! We know she knows how to tell the
time, even on day one of beginning or ending of DST.” And Mia is fifteen! We all know that once you’ve had a Korat,
you’ll never be without one!
Anyway, enough small talk and on to business; there isn’t much to report since the last newsletter. There was one
change on the committee. We congratulate Emmie Beale, and fiancé Jamie, who are expecting their first baby in
October. Emmie has reluctantly resigned from the committee to concentrate on her own new family. I’d like to thank
her for her help and support, whilst on the committee, and wish her well for the future. Other than this, things have
been ticking over nicely within the Club; returns were sent in to GCCF, well before the 1 May deadline; our Show
Licence for the shared show on 7 October 2017 has been issued and the new venue at Bugbrooke is booked.
AGM
This year’s meeting is on Sunday 30 April in Houghton Regis. See pages 12-18 for more detail on this. We hope to
see a few of you there.
SHOW NEWS
THE PROPOSED SHOW STRUCTURE CHANGES ~ following on from the announcement of the section changes,
we asked for comments from those who exhibit regularly and then discussed the impact at the last AGM. It was
decided that we would appeal the decision to put us in Section 5. This was successful; however, when it came to the
vote at council, it failed to achieve the majority needed to implement changes. More detail on this can be found in the
minutes of the AGM [item 12a) on page 15] and further suggestions have been submitted to the Board by the Review
Group which will be discussed at the AGM.
K&TCA SHOW ~ See page 24 for more news on this. We have now checked and booked the new venue for the
th
October Show. Our 12 Championship Show will take place on 7 October. The new venue is at Bugbrooke in
Northampton. You can check out the full details of the venue on the GCCF website show calendar and more details
will be published in your Summer newsletter.
THE SUPREME CAT SHOW ~ This year’s Supreme Show is on 28 October 2017 at the NEC. Put the date in your
diaries now!
NATIONAL PET SHOW ~ We are going to have a “presence” once again at the ExCeL in London on the weekend of
6/7 May. Dee will be taking her two Thai Blue Point girls on Sunday and I’ll be there to help, possibly with other
committee members. Do come along if you can. The Pet Show is a fabulous event with all sorts of animals. There is
a link to their website on the GCCF home page.
Once again, don’t forget, if you show your cats, please try to enter in the
kitten, or miscellaneous classes under our Pupil Judges. They are; Naomi
Johnson, Sandra Woodley, Sarah Bower and Mark Pearman. The more cats
they get to judge, the quicker their progression to Full Judge of Korat & Thai cats.
Finally, may I wish you all a Happy Easter! I hope to see some of you at the AGM
on 30 April.
Julie Cherkas (Club Secretary)
STOP PRESS ~ There may be a couple of older Thai cats looking
for new homes. If you know anyone who can offer a home to a
rescue Korat or Thai Cat, please do let me know. Julie
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THE GENERAL MEETING OF GCCF COUNCIL, FEBRUARY 2017
It seems no time since I reported on the last Council meeting, but another four months has passed.
There have been the good times, the 40th Supreme, for instance, as well as successful club shows
around the country, and a fair amount of hard work, particularly in the GCCF Office where the new
computer system is now part of everyday life, but at the beginning of each Council it’s always a time
of sadness as we remember those who have touched our lives as acquaintances, colleagues and/or
close friends.
The most recent loss was John Robinson, a GCCF Director and renowned show manager, and we
thought of judges, amongst them Korat & Thai Judge Louvane Stevenson, who I remember as
one of the first to go through our KBAC scheme, as well as those who worked to make shows run
and be fun, or had spent many years committed to their breed. There were ten in all, and we stood
and remembered them in the moment of silence that is now traditional for the beginning of any
Council meeting.
Financial report

REPORTS

It was announced that the promise to repay the club loans that fall due on 17 April would be
honoured. Perhaps that's as should be expected, but I doubt if I was the only delegate to be in Council
some six years or more ago, when the idea of renewing the IT system was put forward, who was
prepared to ask my club to consider a loan, and K&TCA contributed £300, but could not feel
absolutely certain it would be repaid in time, if at all.
We were in another place then, emerging from the grip of recession to an uncertain future. It's been
good to be on the Board through a time when there has been some luck and good management calls
to make the most of this, to put us in today's position when Mark Goadby, Office Manager, could
report that from an overall look at the end of year figures turnover had increased to around £400,000
per year, about an 8% increase on 2015, and the operational profit on this had risen to well above the
10% level, towards 15%, in fact.
So GCCF has spent a considerable amount of money on IT, but is in a position to repay its loans,
maintain some financial reserves and plan future projects for further improvement of services, a good
place to be. Delegates were happy at this point to approve in principle (the actual rule has to be
written) the waiving of any fees if a GCCF rule, or breed registration policy, for a mandatory DNA or
any other health check (such as BAER testing for deafness) required a status change, that is a move
between non-active, and/or genetic record, to give the cat active breeding status. As the Chairman
commented, when unanimous support was given, it’s good to be able to encourage testing positively.
Chairman’s Address - Revision of the 2006 Animal Welfare Act to bring licensing
Chairman, Steve Crow, reported that our hobby could face some changes ahead. The government has
been consulting for some time about the possibility of amending the 2006 Animal Welfare Act,
including the licensing of those breeding animals for sale in their own homes.
It was spelt out in answer to a parliamentary question in January that this would include pedigree
breeders as well as those allowing pet cats to have litters. The responsibility for licensing would lie
with local authorities who would almost certainly pass on any costs incurred to those who applied for
licenses.
That is the extent of the definite information to date. Updates are being published on the GCCF
website, the latest is 26 March (see right hand side of the home page). Steve is a member of
the Canine & Feline Sector group (DEFRA review body for draft legislation). Also the Board is looking
into accreditation with UKAS to give the GCCF Breeder Scheme the status of the Kennel Club’s Assured
Breeder Scheme.
Delegates discussed this news with consideration to practices in the dog world, and the knowledge
that those who aimed to maximise profit with little regard to health and welfare would do their best to
stay well below any licensing radar. There were also comments on the possible interest of the Inland
Revenue in ‘profits’. It was recognised that ours wasn’t a money spinning hobby, but that the
message that had to go out to breeders was to keep careful records to be able to prove this
in case of any HMRC questioning.
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Business Plan (can be downloaded from the website)
Mrs Sally Rainbow-Ockwell explained this was a set of eleven goals for 2017-21, projected according
to the current economic landscape, though this naturally carried many future unknowns. Therefore it
was accompanied by a revised risk assessment. The aims were to be developed into projects to be
worked on, and it was intended that each Board member should take responsibility in one or more.
Therefore those who wished to stand for the Board in June this year would need to state their interests
with reference to the goals in their nomination statement.
In brief these were:
• International expansion. The work for GCCFI was underway, could work be undertaken for other
small registries?
• HHP registration. A target had been set and incentives had to be offered, especially to junior cat
owners.
• Expansion of show numbers.
• A staff member dedicated to marketing - after the new staff appointment in the Office Heather
McIntyre would be the member of the staff team championing this.
• Getting GCCF high on search engine results for kitten sales and pedigree cat information.
• Getting all GCCF services on-line by the end of this year.
• Developing revenue from sources other than core business with new business relationships forged
alongside those existing with Agria and Royal Canin.
• Pedigree registration and transfers and the Breeder Scheme offering better service to breeders.
• Training judges more efficiently.
• Using customer surveys, and reporting and using the information gained effectively.
• Broadening services to young people.
Data protection was mentioned in addition, as the company would be required by law to be compliant
with new regulations by 2018.
Project Phoenix.- (the new computer system)
Sally then moved on to presenting the figures for Project Phoenix, explaining the differences between
what had been forecast and the actual outcome. The conclusion was, it was true to say that at least
£50,000 had been saved due to system change, compared with maintaining the old system and the
number staff needed to operate the procedures based on its level of functionality. Plus GCCF now had
a system that was not at significant risk of failure, and was capable of dealing with the new services it
was hoped to add in the future.
Future IT development
Sally explained there would be ongoing development behind the scenes to give greater office
efficiency. It was also the intention to make the whole website much more user friendly for all portable
devices, so smart phone users would definitely benefit. The next aim was to improve services for show
managers and clubs. Breeders would have the one click transfer facility offered again, be able to enter
mating details, and should benefit from results of surveys. Other ideas would be welcome, and would
be provided if the demand was there and it was possible to install them with not too much cost and/or
difficulty.

BREEDER, EXHIBITOR & CLUB NOTES
Australian Mist, Balinese and British Longhair breeders had specific news. There was nothing this
time for Korats and Thais, but there is now a small change to our registration policy on the
GCCF website on General Notices (click link at the bottom of the opening page). Nothing is
different for breeders. K&TBAC revised the wording slightly to make the intentions of Thai
register allocation clearer.
One rule change of note was for all breeders. The Southern British SH CC had proposed that the range
of words that could be repeated in names was extended to include the fifteen most common English
prepositions. These join the definite and indefinite articles (the, a, an) appropriate breed
colour/pattern/coat description word, and recognized human titles as being able to be used more than
once, so for example, you could have ‘Over the Moon’ and ‘Glad All Over’ as names following a prefix,
without having to use hyphens. More leeway to get creative!
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The Supreme Show 2016-17

SHOW MATTERS

The accounts had just been finalised and the news was that in 2016 the Supreme Show had a deficit of
precisely £15,484.27. The gate had increased quite considerably, with advance ticket sales strong, but
exhibit numbers had remained static. There was some disappointment at this, but there also seemed
acceptance by delegates that if there was to be an event that promoted pedigree cats and the GCCF to
the public in a prestigious venue then this now came with a price tag.
John Hansson, Vice-Chairman then went on to outline the progress that had been made for this year's
Supreme. He was event organiser, with Lynda Ashmore as Show Manager. Sally Tokens would look
after the pedigree section, Lesley Swzed do the same for pets, and managers had been secured for the
rings. The halls would be different, but the much disliked bus journey would be avoided for all but late
comers, as an adjoining hall had been reserved for no extra cost, so parking would be on site, under
cover.
Once again clubs would be given space at no cost to provide a 'Meet the Breeds' area that always
proved popular with the public, and would also be invited to sponsor rosettes and advertise. K&TCA
has always found this a useful occasion for breed promotion.
Show Structure Review
Catherine Kaye, Chairman, gave a quick update on the work of the Show Structure Review Group.
There had been one meeting considering feedback from delegates, but coupled with the knowledge
that GCCF was losing judges at a rate four or five times faster than new ones were created. This had
resulted in a decision to have a joint meeting with the BAC Review Group. The need to revise judgetraining procedure seemed inextricably linked with structure reorganisation.
This took place at the end of March, generating plenty of ideas that will go to the April
Board meeting. It was hoped to put forward some proposals at the next Council meeting,
and these will be circulated as soon as they are confirmed.
Show Rules
From January 2017, those being awarded an overall Best In Show, including at our breed show, would
get an additional certificate for the class that was being worked towards. That had been decided, but it
was considered that this was best sent out from the GCCF Office. So once the show team had checked
the results it would be signed and posted out, and the cat’s show record would be updated at the
same time.
The other update affected HHPs directly. Now that they could be registered they would need to be if
titles were to be claimed.

AND FINALLY

There was very little time left at the end of the afternoon for any general discussion to take place, but
conference calls, with particular reference to BACs, was touched upon. It was thought that if secret
voting was the issue holding this back, there were now methods of conducting this online. Sally and
Mark offered to investigate the possibilities and see if they could be readily available for all BACs, and
it was agreed that this should be done.
However, opinion was that until a way forward was found the BAC constitution did not make allowance
for ‘virtual’ meetings, although acknowledged that some small BACs had difficulty getting a sufficient
number of people together for an actual occasion.
Mandatory microchipping for cats was one issue much discussed in the DEFRA group, and the
Chairman thought it might be time to look again at GCCF’s position on this, extending its use by rule
rather than being advisory. There was a discussion to be had.
The meeting finished at 5.10pm. I’m sure you can appreciate that a lot of ground was covered.

Jen Lacey 1.4.2017 (adapted for K&TCA, full report available on the GCCF website)
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THE Korat & Thai Cat Association
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Sunday April 30th 2017
at 2pm
VENUE

St Thomas Meeting House, Clergy House,
Houghton Regis, Dunstable, Beds. LU5 5SJ
This venue has easy access and free parking

Tea and Coffee will be served from 1.30pm
If you would like a say in how your club is run, or would like to offer some help –
always gratefully received – please come along on the day and enjoy a free buffet!
We will update you with all the latest GCCF news, together with a report on what
your committee has been doing for you and the Korats & Thais. In addition, we can
enjoy a good old cat chat and swap stories!
Club Officers and Committee members will be elected and during the meeting there
will be a presentation of the Show Scheme Certificates and the Title Rosettes for cats
gaining a new title in 2016. We will also be discussing your newsletter and website
- and much more!
If you can’t make it in person, please let a member of the committee know your
views so they can be put forward on your behalf.
The Agenda, 2016 Minutes and Accounts follow on the next few pages.
We will also have our Club merchandise on sale, all items feature the club name,
logo or cat’s head, printed or embroidered:
Fleece zip jackets (currently in Sizes S/L only) . . . . . . . . . . .
Club pens (6 different colours) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I Korat Tote bags (black) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
K&TCA Notebooks with pen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

We hope to see you there

£20.00
£ 2.00
£ 3.00
£ 2.00



RAFFLE and BUFFET after the meeting
Contributions for raffle prizes will be gratefully received
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
SUNDAY, 30th April 2017 AT 2.00 PM
ST THOMAS MEETING HOUSE, CLERGY HOUSE, HOUGHTON REGIS,
DUNSTABLE, BEDS. LU5 5SJ

AGENDA
1. Welcome to members
2. Apologies for absence
3. Minutes of the 2016 AGM
4. Matters arising from those minutes
5. Chairman's Report
6. The Secretary’s report on the work of the Committee
7. The Hon Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement
8. Appointment of a suitably qualified independent person to examine accounts
9. The Show Secretary’s report; Presentation of Title Rosettes & Show Points Certificates
10.GCCF Delegate's report
11.Elections:
a) President & Vice-President
b) Committee Members.
c) Delegate and substitute delegate to Council.
12. Items for discussion:
a) Review of 2006 Animal Welfare Act
b) Show Review Group Progress
c) Cats for the two annual Pet Shows
d) Newsletter
e) Website
f) Facebook Page
g) Merchandise
13.Any other business

THE AGM IS THE OCCASION TO EXPRESS YOUR OPINION ON HOW
YOUR CLUB’S AFFAIRS ARE BEING RUN
Please Contact the Secretary, Julie Cherkas, if you wish to add to the agenda, which
can be updated via the website if necessary.
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Sunday 24 April 2016
at St Thomas Meeting House, Houghton Regis LU5 5SJ
Ten members were present; Judith Jewkes, Jen Lacey, Brian Lacey, Jen Day, Sarah Williams-Elliss, Caroline
Bertram, Dee Hillier-Kidston, Julie Cherkas (Secretary), Harry Bailey and Clare Treacher.
1. Chairman’s Welcome and in Memoriam
Jen Lacey welcomed everyone and began the meeting at 1405. She asked that all present stood for a few
moments to remember two of our members who had passed away recently; Jane Hard, our Vice President and
William Wilkinson a dedicated Korat breeder.
2. Apologies for Absence were received from: Steve Parkin, Lynda Ashmore, Emmie Beale, Marlene Buckeridge,
Janet Jeffers, Liz Beckett, Felicity & Leo Black, Clair Harding-Brown, Heather Ross-Bruer, George Terry and
Catherine Tew.
3. Minutes of the last Meeting on 26 April 2015
These were circulated to members with the newsletter in advance of the meeting and were signed off, as read.
4. Matters Arising
None.
5. Chairman's Report
We are doing very well as a small breed Club. Having checked on the GCCF June Minutes last June, 14 clubs
needed dispensation to have a delegate at Council and 6 of those were breed clubs who still wanted to
continue working with GCCF didn’t have 50 members (regional clubs require 100 members). We easily keep
just over 100 members each year, which shows the quality of our club and its members. This brought the
Chair on to thank people for their work towards this achievement; Julie and Dee, in particular, for the newsletter
and Dee specifically for merchandise and contacting members. Jen also thanked Brian for his work as
Treasurer - for more years than either could remember! The returns hadn’t been late since he had taken over
the job and nowadays, there are fines for late returns. The Surrey & Sussex Cat Association had submitted a
proposal to the GCCF Board that regional clubs only need 75 members as it’s more difficult to retain members
these days. BACs are under review to make judge promotions quicker, particularly in the Semi-Longhaired and
Foreign sections. Finally, this is a special year for our Breed Show, it’s the Year Of Two Shows. Please
encourage people to enter our second show in October. We need to have a really good turnout and let the
public and Russian exhibitors see our wonderful cats.
6. The Secretary’s report on the work of the Committee
Much of what I say has already been mentioned. My first item was to reflect on the loss of both Jane and
William, both will be sorely missed and our thoughts are with their family members and friends. I am also
pleased that Clare, Emmie and Harry have all agreed to stand for election, having been co-opted last year. It
will be good to have younger members on the committee and useful that all three are qualified Veterinary
Nurses. We are looking forward to working with them. Moving onto the Show, again, I think we were all feeling
that the Korats & Thais were losing their identity at our show since the Shorthair Cat Society joined forces with
the Midland Cat Club. The venue was further than the majority of the exhibitors were comfortable with and
because around 9 BIS needed to be judged, we were never going to have an early finish. When I heard that
the Russian BBA was looking to join forces with another small breed club after the Ocicats left them, it seemed
an ideal opportunity to return to a more intimate show situation where we wouldn’t lose our identity in such a
huge show hall. Having asked what the majority of our exhibitors wanted, I approached Lynda Ashmore (it
means we lose her as our Show Manager after more than 10 years) and then Marlene Buckeridge (our new
Show Manager). Once all was agreed, the Show Licence for October was applied for and approved. I am
looking forward to working with Marlene. It’s sad that we have to say goodbye to Lynda as our Show Manager.
The Club presented her with an orchid voucher at the last Joint Show on 3 April 2016 and she sent a note to
the Secretary asking for her thanks to be passed on to members at the AGM. She was delighted with her gift
voucher and confirmed she would be spending it at the Sheffield Orchid Society Show in May! Rehoming was
fairly busy and we were lucky enough to home quite a few older cats with very suitable owners. Finally, thank
you to everyone on the Committee for their hard work; in particular Brian for his years as treasurer, Dee for the
Newsletter, Jen Day for all her knitted toys and everyone else for the bits they also do for the Club.
7. The Hon Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement
Brian Lacey confirmed that finances are much the same as last year, still healthy, and we have some very loyal
members. He had taken a phone call the previous day from a member who said “when you have a Korat, you
certainly know about it!” That is what makes people want to continue as members, whether or not they show or
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breed. It makes us a very viable club. It’s a long time since any money was needed for welfare or rescue
because most cats are found homes by word of mouth or in the case of the RSPCA rescues last year, the
money was found from Korat owners worldwide. So there is little change to member numbers or funds each
year. We have enough money for an emergency should it arise. We have received an anonymous donation of
£100. Things like this do make the job satisfying but Brian is ready to hand over to someone who is more au
fait with computers and technology.
8. Appointment of a suitably qualified independent person to examine the accounts
Assuming Dee will be taking over as Treasurer it would make sense to appoint someone close to her to avoid
postage. She did have someone in mind but they are a member of the Club so couldn’t be classed as
‘independent’. In the absence of a name, Jen L will ask Shelagh Heavens if she would be prepared to be
appointed. However, if Dee could find another appropriate person who was independent, it was agreed the
committee could approve them later in the year.
9. The Show Secretary’s report; Presentation of Change of Status rosettes & Points Certificates
Jen Day reported a good show but we were sadly lacking a few cats on the Day! The Club table and BIS pens
were set up on the Friday (by Jen & Dee) which made it much easier on the day. 22 cats achieved a new title.
Most of the certificates and rosettes were handed out at the show. There were a few left which will be posted
out.
10. GCCF Delegate's report
Jen Lacey mentioned that her detailed reports are posted on the GCCF website following every delegates’
meeting and these are published in the newsletter. Jen said she feels like she lives through Council Meetings
three times; once at the meeting, then writing the blog for the GCCF website and finally writing the actual
minutes. Jen encouraged members to read the blog in order to keep up to date on GCCF business. Julie
mentioned that it is worth subscribing to the daily emails of GCCF updates to keep up to date with all the GCCF
news on a daily basis. The link to subscribe to the updates is on the home page of the GCCF website. It is
quite difficult to find sometimes so Jen will ask Marcia Owen to send a link to the committee. Next Council
Meeting is in June and changes to the Show structure are on the agenda. It is a really important change
affecting our breeds and she may need to speak up in defence of the proposals and use her vote as Delegate
(as opposed to sitting on the Board). At the last meeting members voted to allow Board members to appoint a
proxy to speak on their behalf for the Club, or they can stand down from the Board for a particular item in order
to speak and vote for their Club. This may need to be used. Jen is always happy to explain or help anyone
with GCCF business.
11. Elections
a) President & Vice-President
Jen L proposed that Judith Jewkes be put forward as president; Julie Cherkas seconded this. Judith
agreed and was then thanked for coming to each AGM and Show. Following the death of Jane Hard, our
Vice President, the committee had voted to ask Lynda Ashmore if she would stand for election as Vice
President. Lynda had been approached by the Chairman before the meeting and was “absolutely
delighted” to stand as Vice President; this was seconded by Jen Day. Her election was unanimous.
b) Committee Members
Felicity Black had resigned earlier in the year due to difficulty in attending the meetings. Sarah WilliamsElliss, Dee Hillier-Kidston and Liz Beckett had all served their 3 years on the committee and were therefore
up for re-election this year. Both Sarah and Dee were present and wished to continue. The secretary
hadn’t heard from Liz as to whether she wanted to continue on the committee and she was no longer
showing under GCCF so Jen L proposed Sarah & Dee but that Liz be co-opted back onto the committee if
she wished to continue. Jen L proposed our 3 co-opted members; Clare Treacher and Harry Bailey
(present at the meeting) and Emmie Beale (who had indicated she wished to continue) if they would like to
join us on the committee. Caroline seconded these proposals. These were agreed by all in the room.
c) Delegate and substitute delegate to Council.
Jen Lacey was proposed, by Julie and seconded by Jen D. Sarah Williams-Elliss was proposed as
substitute delegate by Julie, Dee seconded this.
12. Items for discussion:
a) GCCF Show Review Group Proposals, and BAC Reviews.
Show Review Group has proposed a change to sections to be put forward for discussion and vote at the next
council meeting. The change is aimed at levelling out numbers in each section. Korats & Thais are down to go
into section 5 with Burmese, Asians, Australian Mists, Singapuras and Tonkinese. After discussion, it was
agreed that we would be severely disadvantaged by this. The work and judge training with other BACs
(particularly Russians and Abyssinians), working together for many years, would be wasted and the majority of
our most experienced Imperial judges would be unlikely to be booked for section 5, but would be booked to
work in section 4 where their expertise was (apart from Korats). We agreed that change was needed, and that
we weren’t worried by competition of other breeds in our section but we did seem to be losing so much, in
comparison to other breeds by moving from section 4 to section 5. Jen L and Julie will work on the evidence of
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b)

c)

d)

e)

how much the Korats & Thais would lose by this change and write to the Show Review Committee with our
appeal by 1 May 2016. Apart from our change, the group sections do make sense but it will be difficult to agree
change amongst delegates across all sections.
London & National Pet Shows; Best in Show Categories for Breed Show.
Pet Shows – Kit Game and Shelagh Heavens were taking their Korat to the London venue in May on the
Saturday. Julie will be taking a Thai Blue Point and Thai Lilac Point kitten on the Sunday. The Birmingham
show in November, clashes with the Yorkshire Cat Club Show so although Jen Lacey is happy to go to support
whoever is showing, she can’t provide any cats. We will add this to the agenda for the September committee
meeting to try and get some cats there.
BIS Pens – Now that the numbers of Korats versus Thais are more balanced, Julie wanted to propose that we
only have three BIS pens at future shows. Historically, the Overall BIS was chosen from 3 cats selected from
Best Korat Adult/Neuter/Kitten. Then when the Thais started competing, we added just one Best Thai (chosen
from Adults/Kittens/Neuters) to compete with the 3 Best Korats to decide the Overall BIS. We are proposing to
go back to the 3 BIS pen format but that the Korats & Thais should compete at each level, e.g. Best
Adult/Kitten/Neuter chosen from all of the cats in the show. This was agreed to be a good idea now numbers
were balanced and there were no objections.
Newsletter and Website
Newsletter – Dee thanked Julie for her support (and Julie thanked Dee!). Neither would be able to do it alone
- but together the newsletter was bigger and better than ever. Dee asked for more people to send her photos
and we will put a half page, eye catching, advert in a future newsletter to try to get people to send in more
pictures of their pets. It was agreed that our new committee members (the three vet nurses) would provide an
article for each newsletter on a veterinary topic. The ratio of email to printed copies is roughly 60:40 so this
really helps to keep costs down. A few people are saying they don’t receive the emailed newsletter. We think
this is because they are now being sent from a different email address (website based) and unless they add
the new address specifically, it could end up in their spam/junk folder. We have sent three separate reminders
from the old yahoo email reminding them to add the new email to their address book so there isn’t much more
we can do now.
Website – Updates are still happening in a timely manner. The News page is being updated regularly. We will
add note about the proposed section changes to the news page with a link to the document showing the
sections, asking for comments. This will again show how concerned we are as a Club about the move to a
different section. Dee is getting to grips with Dreamweaver (the software used to administer the site). We do
have a problem with the updates not showing immediately. This is to do with the site provider not supporting
‘front page editing’. The GCCF website had exactly the same problem (they use Dreamweaver and the same
provider) and the issue has been fixed. Jen L will ask Marcia Owen and Rosemary Fisher how they resolved
this issue and ask them to let Dee know the process. Dee has spent £40 on a copy of Dreamweaver as her old
version wouldn’t upload onto her new laptop. It was agreed the Club would pay for this as it is used solely for
administering the K&TCA website. Dee is still hoping to resurrect the Photo Gallery at some point in the future
but will need help to identify which cats are featured. It will probably not happen until the website is redone, to
avoid duplication.
Thai Lilac Point Progress
The Board have approved the promotion to Championship status. As a formality, this will be put to the
delegates in the June Council meeting and assuming it is passed, the lilac points will join the other Thais in
their classes from June onwards.
Merchandise, including discussion about Welfare Fund
Merchandise – We took £57 at the show in April 2016, plus £3.50 in donations. Dee still has 50 club pens left
and the initial outlay on these has been repaid, so 100% of sales from these will go to the Club from now on.
Eventually, it is planned to put a ‘Merchandise’ page on the website but probably not in the next year as it will
need to be administered and neither Dee or Julie have the time to do this. We still have around 70 Club logo
notebooks, Brian will take a small supply to put on eBay, the price to be determined by undercutting similar
items by a few pence. This will still earn a profit for the club.
Welfare Fund – We then discussed keeping proceeds from Merchandise sales in a separate Welfare Fund.
Dee had produced some signs to sell toys with “Benefits being donated to Korat & Thai Welfare” which we
thought would encourage people to buy the knitted toys and other merchandise. This debate was quite long.
However, there are good reasons why we don’t want to ‘ring fence’ money as being specifically for use on
Welfare. If the Treasurer was to accept a donation or hold money specifically for welfare, it cannot then be used
for normal Club activities. As a Club, we don’t actually spend much on welfare, there is so much goodwill
amongst Korat owners, there isn’t much need. We could find ourselves in the peculiar situation where our
Welfare funds exceeded the funds needed for the day to day running of the Club and therefore no funds would
be available for newsletters, shows etc. So our Treasurers have never accepted a donation with a proviso that
it is only used on welfare. It would be explained to the donor that emergency funds would always be available
for rescue situations, if required, but donations cannot be specifically earmarked for welfare use only.
Eventually, we came to a compromise in the meeting; the Committee can decide on a Charity each year and
money raised from merchandise can be donated at the end of the year. In this way, we would be able to
advertise that proceeds from sales will be donated to a specific charity, which will be chosen by the committee
and put to the AGM for a vote, each year.
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13. Any Other Business
Felicity Black and Catherine Tew had submitted some ideas to be discussed under AOB, many related to
Breeding and or welfare:
1. Breeders may be interested to know that Virginia Luis Fuentes at the Royal Vet College will test Korats for
HCM (Hypertrophic Myopathy) at a greatly reduced rate of £132. You would need to book in advance.
Julie has asked Felicity for more details and it was suggested she may like to write a short note on this with
contact details for the newsletter. HCM can be a genetically inherited disease in some breeds (not thought
to be an issue in the Korat) but can also occur sporadically, as in humans. Professor Tim Gruffydd-Jones
says that HCM is present in around 15% of household pets. Jen Lacey mentioned that there is an item on
the agenda for the next Board meeting regarding HCM which will be filtered down onto the GCCF website.
Another reason for breeders to subscribe to the GCCF website updates.
2. Finnish breeders have an agreement with a vet hospital and with owners of their kittens that the breeder will
pay for an autopsy if a Korat dies suddenly or prematurely. It seems like a good idea to track and identify
possible hereditary issues but this would be something that each breeder would need to set up individually
in their kitten contracts, if required. Any of the Feline or Specialist Referral Vet Hospitals would be suitable
to perform an autopsy. The problem would be to arrange transportation and get the bereaved owners to act
in time (autopsies need to be carried out 24-48 hours after death), especially if the death occurs at a
weekend. It was agreed that, although a sound idea, it is not possible for us to enforce this as a Club. It
would be useful again if Felicity could provide more details of how the Finns actually do this and provide
more details on the practicality. The culture in the UK is not to perform autopsies; indeed Julie has had
issues with her own vet missing the deadline for an autopsy because they aren’t familiar with the procedure!
a) Felicity suggested if we did put this into practise it would probably mean increasing the cost of our
kittens. However, those present at the meeting felt this is a cost which would need to be borne by
breeders, not owners.
b) Felicity then suggested it would be useful to have a discussion between breeders on the price we
charge for kittens. There seems to be a discrepancy between our charges and those in Europe and
possibly even differences amongst us. Guidelines might be really useful. The feeling here was that it
isn’t really possible to compare markets in different countries, and indeed regional differences in Vet
fees in the UK mean that there is often a difference in kitten prices. London is an area where vet prices
are higher than perhaps at a northern country practice. At the end of the day, it is up to individual
breeders to charge what they consider is a fair price with the emphasis on a good home.
c) Felicity writes; “I’m all for keeping stud fees down within a group. If a cat is mated for a nominal fee in
the UK and a kitten ‘given back’ to a breeder abroad....the return mating would cost around £350.” The
main points raised in response to this in the meeting were: Stud fees also vary between stud owners
and countries. In the UK we have always tried to keep stud fees down among the Korat breeders in the
UK. The average in the UK between friends can be anything from nothing to maybe £150. Others may
charge more. Julie said she regularly pays £400-£450 to mate her Burmese girls and there are a lot of
restrictions placed on what can happen to kittens, such as Non-Active registration only! Jen L said the
most important thing within a breed is diversity and if you start charging more, you limit what breeders
can and can’t do and will lose valuable genes. Again, as a Club we would want to encourage Korat
breeding by keeping stud fees low, with no restrictions. This is actually what sets the Korat and Thai
breeders apart from other breeds and Julie mentioned that Jen L deserved a lot of the credit for keeping
prices down, encouraging people to continue breeding Korat & Thai cats and therefore remove any
barriers to using a particular stud, making it easier to breed and keeping breed diversity.
3. Felicity asked about a separate welfare fund – already covered in item 12e). On a similar point, Catherine
Tew asked under AOB if the Club could have a charity fund. Again, this was covered in 12e). Catherine also
mentioned the Cat Calendars she makes each year to support a Cat rescue in Thailand, it would be nice if
the Club could support this. It was suggested Catherine could write an article to go in the Winter Newsletter.
4. Finally, Felicity asked; would it be possible to send new information regarding health and breeding to wider
breeder/show group, rather than just the committee. To a degree, this is already happening, eg the show
section changes were sent to most active members within the Club, asking them to forward details to
anyone else who may be interested and any health recommendations agreed by GCCF are reported on the
GCCF website. This in turn is always in the newsletter. It would be prudent for all those interested in
showing or breeding, to subscribe to the GCCF daily updates, as mentioned in item 10.
The only other business was from Julie. The World Cat Congress met in the last few days in Thailand and the
speaker was a lady who runs a Cat Rescue in Serbia, Svetlana Lalovic. According to reports filtering back to
the European Korat Breeders the talk was concluded without even a mention of Korats. The European
Breeders had asked Julie to raise this and encourage GCCF to write an official letter to the organisers to
express their disappointment that the Korat wasn’t on the agenda in their homeland. Jen L told the group that
Steve Crow was at the WCC and would be reporting back to the board so she would raise this with him on his
return.
The meeting closed at 1630
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20 16 T itl ed Sho w Cats

IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER HIGFORD THAI CHI
GRAND CHAMPION JENANCA NIN SI FAH MAE NOI
GRAND CHAMPION JONA’S CHA KOON
GRAND CHAMPION JUSARKA DREAM-CATCHER
GRAND CHAMPION KAL-LEE KASEM
GRAND CHAMPION KAL-LEE MINNIE SOTA
GRAND CHAMPION SALUAY MAE-NAM
GRAND CHAMPION SERENNOL LILLIE IN PINK
GRAND PREMIER CLAIRABELLE LINDY HOP JIVE
CHAMPION CATTLEYA TINY DANCER
CHAMPION JENANCA NIN SI FAH MAE NOI
CHAMPION JUSARKA CYMBELINE
CHAMPION JUSARKA SPECIAL EDITION
CHAMPION KAL-LEE MINNIE SOTA
CHAMPION NIKELSILVA OCEAN ELEVEN
CHAMPION SALUAY MAE-NAM
CHAMPION SAWATAO BILBIL
CHAMPION SAWATAO KALASIN
CHAMPION SAWATAO SAMBAL
CHAMPION SAWATAO SONTAYA
CHAMPION & PREMIER KANZONA SULEIKA
PREMIER JUSARKA CENTURION

Congratulations to the cats, their owners and breeders!
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Show Points Scheme - Best Show Cats of 2016
Best Breeders 2016
PREFIX
Jusarka
Saluay
Sawatao
Cattleya
Koorahk

BREEDER
Julie Cherkas
Clare Treacher
Gaye Sinclair
Louise Portsmouth
Helen Hawkins

POINTS
1720
525
390
390
80

Best Cats 2016
Best Male Adult
st

1
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

th

7

Name of Cat / Owner / Breeder

Points

310
270
160
110
90

GrCh Jusarka Cymbeline [TAI a 33]– Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas
GrCh Kal-Lee Kasem [KOR] – Owned by Leo & Felicity Black, bred by Bobbie Weihrauch
Ch Sawatao Kalasin [KOR] – Owned by Helen Hawkins, bred by Gaye Sinclair
Ch Sawatao Sambal [KOR] – Owned and bred by Gaye Sinclair
Ch Sawatao Bilbil [KOR] – Owned and bred by Gaye Sinclair

60

Ch Maew-Korach Ramasura [KOR] – Owned by Emmie Beale & Clare Treacher, bred by Marianne Looten

30

Ch Jusarka Point-to-Point [TAI a 33] – Owned by Jen Lacey, bred by Julie Cherkas

Best Female Adult
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th

GrCh Jusarka Dream-Catcher [TAI a 33] – Owned by Louise Portsmouth, bred by Julie Cherkas
GrCh Saluay Mae-Nam [KOR] – Owned by Kasey Amos, bred by Clare Treacher
Ch Cattleya Tiny Dancer [KOR] – Owned and bred by L Portsmouth
Ch Jusarka Special Edition [TAI a 33] – Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas
Saluay Phai-Lin [KOR] – Owned and bred by Clare Treacher
GrCh Jusarka Suchin [TAI a 33] – Owned by Sarah Williams-Elliss
Koorahk Precious [KOR] – Owned and bred by Helen Hawkins

460
250
150
100
55
50
40

Best Kitten
1st
2nd
3rd
=4th
=4th
=5th
=5th
6th

Saluay Phai-Lin [KOR] – Owned and bred by Clare Treacher
Cattleya Tiny Dancer [KOR] – Owned and bred by Louise Portsmouth
Jusarka Centurion [TAI c 33] – Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas
Jusarka Cymbeline [TAI a 33] – Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas
Koorahk Sirina Araya [KOR] – Owned by Kerry Middleton, Bred by Helen Hawkins
Jusarka Samwise [TAI c 33] – Owned by Helen Hastilow, bred by Julie Cherkas
Sawatao Bilbil [KOR] – Owned and bred by Gaye Sinclair
Sawatao Sawan Jai [KOR] – Owned and bred by Gaye Sinclair

160
150
80
40
40
20
20
10

Best Male Neuter
1st
2nd
3rd

GrPr Jusarka Centurion [TAI c 33] – Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas
ImpGrPr Jusarka Gingko [KOR] – Owned by Leo & Felicity Black, bred by Julie Cherkas
GrPr Saluay Chuaang Dow [KOR] – Owned and bred by Clare Treacher

270
190
60

Best Female Neuter
1st
2nd

ImpGrCh & ImpGrPr Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise [KOR] – Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas
ImpGrCh Jusarka Panicum-Prairiesky [KOR] – Owned and bred by Julie Cherkas

140
30

Sincere Congratulations to all those who took part!
It seems there are still many who show their cats but don’t keep records of their results. Julie Cherkas has a
spreadsheet with columns for the information needed; she would be happy to send it to anyone who needs it.
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It’s sometimes difficult to work out which category your cat falls into by just its name. So, the information
needed to place the cat into the correct category is:
Name and Date of Show; Name and Title of the cat, breed, [Korat or Thai (which type)], plus
whether it’s an Adult, Kitten or Neuter, Male or Female. Then which awards it won and the points,
although we are happy to allocate points for you once we have all the other information.
Best Cat Certificates will be awarded at the AGM, along with the Title Rosettes.
Please remember to send me your show results for 2017. To encourage you all to send in your results, a
reminder of the points follows. Breeders can include cats bred, but no longer owned, by them if they aren’t
sure the owner will be submitting results.

Special K&TCA Club Rosettes
As a club member, you are entitled to claim a special rosette each time your cat gains a new title; e.g.
Champion, Premier, Grand Champion, Grand Premier, etc. Your cat’s title and full pedigree name will be
printed on the tails of the rosette. We have 21 title rosettes during 2016 and these will also be handed out at
the AGM. Check whether your cat is on the list on page 25.

K&TCA’s Show Awards & Points System

The scheme has been running for a few years now but it relies on you telling me about your show successes
for 2017. Points are allocated for wins at all GCCF shows throughout the year, as detailed below.
Special laminated certificates are awarded to the winners of each category:
Best Male Adult
Best Female Adult

Best Male Neuter
Best Female Neuter

Best Male Kitten
Best Female Kitten

Best Breeder, awarded to the Breeder with the most overall points, and runner up.
Points are allocated, based on the Royal Canin points system, as follows:

BREED CLASS

Awarded CC, PC or 1st in Kitten Class = 20 points
2nd Place = 10 points
3rd Place =5 points
Withheld Certificate = 5 points

GRAND CLASS

Awarded GCC, GPC or UKGR = 30 points
Reserve GCC or Reserve GPC = 20 points
Withheld GCC or Res GPC = 15 points

IMPERIAL CLASS

Awarded Imp Gr CC or Imp Gr PC = 40 points
Reserve IGC or Reserve IGP = 30 points
Withheld IGC or Res IGP = 15 points

OLYMPIAN CLASS

Awarded Olympian Adult or Neuter = 50 points
Res Olympian = 40 points
Withheld Olympian = 20 points

OTHER AWARDS

Best of Breed award = 20 points
Best of Variety Adult, Kitten, Neuter = 30 points
Overall BOV = 40 points
Overall Best in Show = 50 points
If you don’t let me have your 2017 results, no points can be awarded.
Either send them after each show or ask Julie for the spreadsheet and keep a record.
You need to send me results by 31 January 2018.
Send details to: jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk
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And two became three…
“Ping” …the sound of an incoming Facebook message on a cold
night in January as I was faffing about on the computer. Always
curious, I opened it up, to find that it was from Felicity Vincent,
enquiring about whether we might be interested in rehoming one of
her beloved cats, the lovely Ch Kanzona Suleika. Felicity and Leo
had bred Suki from Moei Lalana and Jenanca Barabajagal, intending
that she should become the foundation queen for their line of Korat
cats. Sadly, a health query back in her pedigree raised questions
around the potential for an inherited issue, and after a great deal of
soul-searching, Felicity and Leo had come to the conclusion that the
only thing to be done was to neuter her, and find her a loving home
as a neutered pet. Would we be interested?

Suki on her Very Best Behaviour…

Paul and I had lost the second of our two Korat girls (Rataekora Minerva) in the summer of 2013 at the
venerable age of 19 years and 6 months, and her death had left a Korat-shaped hole in the house, which was
being ably filled by the mad Manx cats UK&IGRPR Maipenrai Dowjai and Maipenrai Banem. The boys had
grown up with the Rataekora girls, so were used to female cats around the place, and so we decided that
Suki would probably fit into the gap left by Minou’s death (as herself, not as a clone. You can never simply
replace a beloved cat). Accordingly, we travelled to London to meet Felicity and Leo, and their cats Kasem,
Charley, Gingko, Liana…and Suleika, who charmed us completely, and on March 8th, she came to Stafford to
live with us.
We settled her into our spare bedroom with her very own “en-suite” facilities,
water, toys and things from home that smelled familiar. The boys were
curious about her, and a bit hissy-spitty, as you would expect. Suki
discovered that under the bed was a good place to hide until she gained a bit
of confidence. We gradually introduced each to the other.
It would be fair to say that the boys were not over-keen on the new addition
to the household. Jai was fairly laid back, but Jai has travelled to a fair few
shows, and so was used to at least seeing cats that were strange to him. Bibi
absolutely hated her, and the language when they caught sight of each other
was dreadful. (Bibi is the stay-at-home and in the garden cat, and he is very
territorial).
Over the next few weeks, we gradually integrated them, and Suki began to
venture downstairs, and even into the garden. (We have a large and very catproof garden, thanks to Andrew Farmer of Katzecure.) They loved being
brushed and would submit to being brushed with a Zoom Groom together, rolling around and mewing. All
seemed well…
Suki and Jai share a window
sill. He is studiously ignoring her.

…until about 4 weeks in, just as we were congratulating ourselves on our success at integrating 3 adult
Korats. At which point, our clever Suki, having weighed up, us and the boys, decided that this was now Her
House thank you very much and they could just Get Lost. And all hell broke out. If she caught sight of Jai or
Bibi she would threaten to attack them, verbally and then physically. They, poor dears, ran away and hid…so
she chased them. This was the beginning of a few weeks of serious unrest within the house. This is a bit of
an understatement……Felicity and Leo were very concerned.
Suki was not an aggressive or vicious cat and this behaviour was
uncharacteristic. I also rang Audrey Pitt, a very experienced cat lady
and the breeder of our first pair of Korats, for some advice and a bit of
hand-holding…
None of the cats was very happy and we certainly weren’t very happy.
At my wits end, I decided that something would have to be done, and
soon, before we had three cats that apparently hated each other and
were completely miserable. I contacted Vicky Halls for advice and
arranged a telephone consultation with her to try and get to the
bottom of what was going on. I also consulted Jackie Weaver, an
animal communicator who appears on TV from time to time. (I was
sceptical about this, but figured that I had nothing to lose except a bit
of money.) A questionnaire and photographs were emailed to Vicky
and photographs only were sent to Jackie, as requested. I also did a
bit of Googling to see if I could pick up advice from the internet.
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Three cats on a seat in the garden…
the boys are thinking about having a
scrap, while Suki is thinking of
Something Else.

The conversation with Vicky was very helpful. She suggested reasons why Suki was behaving the way she
was and recommended that we go back to Stage 1 with integrating the cats. So, back into the spare room
went Suki and supervised contact only was allowed. Toys and puzzle feeders were provided in various
strategic locations for the boys and games with “fishing rod” type toys were initiated for everyone.
The conversation with Jackie was very enlightening (I am far less sceptical now)…one of the things Suki said
via Jackie was “Why was I sent away?” which actually made me cry. She also said “There’s nowt wrong with
my heart” which I hope is proved true. Jackie also said that she had learned a lot about female cats from
chatting to Suki… I think that most of her work is with dogs and horses.
Things gradually calmed down and a trip to the cattery for 5 days helped too. The lady who runs the cattery
we use kept Suki in a separate pen within sight of Jai and Bibi, and she put Jai and Suki together during the
day. Bibi was still not having any of it.
When we returned, a long-awaited package had arrived – Feliway Friends for multi-cat households. I
immediately plugged three diffusers in, one upstairs, one downstairs and one in the sitting room where we
spend our evenings. And things began, at last, to calm down. For our summer holiday in August, they all
shared the same large cattery pen through force of circumstances and they apparently got on well together.
I began to suspect that at least two cats were sharing the same bed, sometimes Jai and Bibi, sometimes Jai
and Suki. And, on one occasion, Suki and Bibi, although he did look a bit embarrassed when he was
discovered, and slunk away.
We had thought that we would allow Jai to retire from the show
bench, (as UK & Imperial Grand Premier, he has nothing left to
prove and I’m not keen on the Olympian classes) but we decided to
support the KTCA by entering Suki in the Club show (her first as a
neuter) and we also entered Jai to keep her company in the car and
in the show. We figured that she would be a bit happier if another
cat she knew was nearby. When we arrived in the show hall I
prepared his pen first and put him into it to settle down. I put her in
with him while I sorted out her pen (they come from the same
household and had been sleeping on the same bed (ours) the
previous night – they were not going to infect each other with
something unspeakable) and they head-bumped each other and
rubbed each other. When I put her into her own pen, she spent ages
trying to get her paw around the barrier…I don’t think she realised
that there was another cat in the pen between her and Jai!
Two sleepy little cats at the end of a very
long day.

She was a real star, and was awarded her first PC, while Jai was
awarded an Olympian certificate and eventually made Best in Show.

Off we went again, to The Supreme Show. I did the same again, sorted one pen with drapes and put them
both into it while I sorted out the other pen.
Jai was Best of Breed and Suki was awarded a
double PC, making her up to Ch&Pr Kanzona
Suleika. Towards the end of the day, I put her back
in with him while I disassembled her pen and the
two of then settled down together for a lovely
snooze in a newly-bought white show bed…to
“oohs” and “aahhhs” from passers-by.
Today, I returned home to find a cat heap of three
together in one radiator cradle. I hope that radiator
is securely fixed to the wall, I would hate to explain
to the landlord exactly why it has fallen off… I know
it is cold, but I think that our Korat family has
integrated as well as could have been expected. We
are delighted. And so are Felicity and Leo.

Elaine Evans

I’m not certain which cat is which here…
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Save the Date!
Korat & Thai Cat Association
and
Russian Blue Breeders Association
Joint Cat Show

Saturday 7th October 2017
To be held at our NEW venue:
Bugbrooke Sports & Community Centre, Camp Close,
Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3RW
Further details available now from:
Marlene Buckeridge email: starirussiansmb@aol.com Tel: 01622 863 032
or
Anne Murray-Brooks email: tigersmb@btinternet.com Tel:01243 555 222
Schedules will be available in July on GCCF and Club websites.
There will be a raffle on the day.
If you have any unwanted gifts that you would like to donate as
Raffle prizes, all donations would be greatly received.
To make this show a success, we need lots of your lovely cats
so please think about entering your feline friends!
Anyone on the committee would be happy to be your
‘show buddy’ if this would be your first time!

See You There!!
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Dental Disease
Dental disease affects over 80% of animals over the age of 3
years. Early detection of dental disease is vital. If left untreated
dental disease can lead to serious problems and affect other body
systems. The only way to prevent or reduce the risk of dental
disease is to remove plaque on a daily basis.

A senior cat with periodontal
disease, needing extractions

Signs of dental disease are:
•
Persistent bad breath
•
Pawing at the mouth
•
Dribbling
•
Difficulty in eating

Dental hygiene needs to ideally start from as young as 8-12 weeks. Kittens baby teeth will
erupt through the gums between 2-6 weeks of age, then the adult teeth start coming through
from 4 months. Getting a kitten used to having a toothbrush in its mouth from a young age
will greatly increase your chance of being able to continue brushing their teeth for many years
to come. Dental plaque accumulates on the surface of the teeth, this isn’t easy to see but if
you look closely you will see a thin yellowy film across the teeth. The plaque combined with
minerals in the cat’s saliva will form a hard, chalky type deposit know as tartar.

Teeth Brushing
Brushing your pets’ teeth is by far the best method for keeping teeth clean. There are many
different brushes and toothpastes available, just don’t use human toothpaste.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Use a finger brush at first. Change to a toothbrush when
your pet is happy with this.
Brush with a gentle circular action. Make sure your pet is
comfortable and treat teeth cleaning as a game or play
time.
Start with just a few teeth and increase the number
cleaned each time.
Concentrate initially, where the teeth meet the gums and
on the outsides of the teeth. Later, try to brush the inner
surface of the teeth.
Push the toothpaste into the bristles of the brush, if you
just put it on the surface your pet will devour it!
Try and brush your cats’ teeth every day.

5 month old kitten with his adult teeth
coming through.

Dental Diets
Some cats, however hard you try, are just going to say No!
Don’t despair; you can still help your cat.
There are commercial dental diets available and these have
been shown to be beneficial in reducing plaque, tartar and
gingival inflammation. These biscuits are larger in size than
standard dry food and have a mechanical plaque removing effect
through texture and shape.
A senior cat with severe dental
disease

Information courtesy of Clare Treacher RVN CertSAN ISFM CertFN

25

My Story 23rd February 2017 ~ Jannie Mattson
After several disappointing years waiting for a Korat Kitten, the 4th January 2017 arrived, my brand new year
had begun. It was a grand day so it was. This was the day I took delivery of my long awaited gorgeous semi
adult Korat. An opportunity I jumped at without further thought. Neutered and born in July 2014. So fair to
say a teenager. To say I was excited is an understatement. I had already fallen in love weeks before when
her owner had sent me a photo. So beautiful. So serene. She looked like a princess. Moreover she was going
to be my princess.
I am not new to cat breeds – in fact I have owned three Seal Point Siamese in my time. The last one was 3
or 4 years old when I was given her. I introduced her to my Doberman and their lifelong friendship was born.
They lived many, many years together, slept and ate together and both grew to a wonderful old age. In
between that, I have reared and owned many wonderful moggies. My love affair with cats began when I was
3 years old when my dad gave me my first kitten. Lucky for me my husband (RIP) was also a lover of these
furry felines. Our last cat – half breed long haired ginger died far too young. There you have it in one
paragraph. I think you would agree, that I understand and love Cats.
Back to my little princess. I named her Moesje. A Dutch name. Pronounced as ‘mooshuh’. After all, her long
breed name did not slip off the tongue so easily. As expected she spent a good week in hiding. She chose her
hidey-hole behind my desk in the study-come-spare-room. I had her litter tray and food there. She was so
clever and smart – used it and ate immediately. I knew she was exploring her room (door open by the way)
at night. I could hear her knocking things about. She wailed of course, but that was to be expected. She was
missing her cat mummy with whom she had grown up for well over two years. She was now alone, in a
strange place, but hey the food was good she thought.
Then slowly one night she peered around the sitting room door whilst I was watching TV. She had come out
of her own accord and was exploring the rest of the flat. She never stopped talking after that and her crying
at night had ceased, replaced by other choruses of meauws. I soon learnt her different noises and what she
was telling me. I moved her bowls into the kitchen and smarty pants caught on immediately. The flat was
now hers and I was happy. My little princess, my little Moesje was settling down. She followed me around.
We played a lot and talked a lot. She happily occupied the same room as I was in. I could not however get
near her – always hissed and hid as I tried. Moreover she never came near me either despite much
encouragement. I just thought ‘okay little one, in your own time’. Sadly she never learnt to trust me, love me
back. Always kept her distance.
She also hissed when I placed her food bowls down (despite sitting and waiting prettily). Then her hisses
were accompanied by growling. Always at feeding time. After her tummy was full, she would return full of the
ol’ chat. Then, in a matter of a week, sadly the giving of food changed another notch even though I changed
the routine of it all. She started lashing out with her claws. Drew blood twice. My happy home changed its
psyche I guess, and then, she bit me as I walked by. Hard. Through my jeans. In the calf, and it took over an
hour to stem the bleed. Being on warfarin does not help. I was now scared of her. Not good Karma. For
either of us. My/her Vet urged me to return her home. He knew a thing or two about Korats. Her happiness
depended on her cat mummy – living in pairs is what Korats do best. When you think about it, it is correct in
her case: My little Moesje’s life was utterly turned upside down. No feline mate only a doting new owner. I
sadly, and with a heavy heart returned her to her breeder yesterday (22nd February) exactly 7 weeks after
her much awaited arrival.
Please, dear readers do not get all this the wrong way. I have an iPhone full of wonderful photos and videos.
She was so funny. So smart, so clever. I have never laughed so much recently as I have done in the last
three and a half years! What a fantastic alarm clock too. 6.30 a.m. every morning – on the dot. Brekkie time.
She didn’t mind the vacuum cleaner. Watched avidly as I cleaned her tray. Loved sitting on the window sills
watching the world go by. Sat next to me on the sofa – at a distance mind. I so fully intended to write
regularly for the newsletter in the third person, signed by HR Princess S.C. Moesje. My funny little furry
puddie had much to share that was good.
But alas this is my first and last contribution.
Yesterday when I placed her (still in her travel basket) on the back seat of her breeder’s car she let out her
first meauw in almost four hours. I would like to think that she knew that she was going home to her cat
mummy and that she was truly happy once more. I knew then that it wasn’t meant to be for her and me. It
wasn’t her fault and nor mine. I know that.
“Though tears and all, I now say tara and fare-thee-well my little princess. I wish you nothing but a peaceful
life. You touched me deeply and I miss you. I just want you to be as happy as you can be in your world – the
only world you have ever known”.
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Jannie Mattson

£Treasurer’s Notes
Hi Everyone
What a beautiful day it was today. It was warm with the sun shining, doors and windows were fully open and the
furry gang were enjoying themselves out on the lawn!
Meanwhile….indoors….It was time to pull my socks up and get on with my Treasurer’s bit!
Thank you to all who have paid their subs. We have 87 paid members so far this year; we are very pleased to have
you on board and thank you for your continued support. Those who would like to stay with us but have not yet
paid, please see the payment details below. The Summer Newsletter will be the red dot edition and will be the last
call for any unpaid 2017 subs 
• Our accounts are healthy and as a small breed club, we are very lucky to have such loyal members.
• The GCCF wrote to me in February, and they are in a position to be able to repay the loan provided for the
much needed new computer system. This is £300 and should be repaid soon.
• Lastly, the Club Returns have been sent to the GCCF for signing off.
Ways to pay your Membership Subscription:
You can still pay by PayPal. There is a new email to use; membership@korats.org.uk. Please remember to choose
friend, family or gift NOT goods and services when paying by this method, otherwise we will be charged a fee for
the transaction.
You can still pay by cheque. It may take a few days before the cheque is cashed.
Please note: Cheques should now be payable to: Korat & Thai Cat Association
You can send your remittance to the address on the Slip below.
New payment method – You can now pay by Bank Transfer. If you would like to use this method, please email
membership@korats.org.uk stating your membership requirements and I will provide you with the details. Please
also add your initial & surname in the reference box (if this option is available) when completing the payment
online. Then drop me an email to let me know your payment has been made.
We have five new members; the committee would like to offer them all a warm welcome.
Welcome to our New Members:

Cecilia Dominici, London
Jackie Lindsay, Bucks.

Dana Fisher, London
Janneke Mattson, London

Sally Tokens, Sandy, Beds.

That’s it from me, but before I go, here is your next Cat Fact:

“Every cat’s nose pad is unique, like a fingerprint”
Bye for now!
Dee >^..^<

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------st

KTCA Subscriptions for 2017 were due on 1 January.
If taking a paper newsletter
Newsletter sent by email:

:

Single: £9

Joint: £11

Overseas: £12

Single: £7

Joint: £9

No overseas supplement

Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Please send your cheques, payable to Korat & Thai Cat Association, to:
Dee Hillier-Kidston (Treasurer), 29 Constable Close, Houghton Regis, Dunstable, Beds. LU5 5ST
Remember you can pay via PayPal using ~ membership@korats.org.uk ~ quite a few are using this now
Please remember not to use the goods and services option as we will be charged for the transaction.
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Tails of the Unexpected….
I’ve never wanted to show Maisie and Willow. It was not something I would even consider. Neither of them
were good travellers and Willow has Uveitis which flares up when she’s stressed so showing her was out of
the question. I’ve always been keen on Cat Shows, as many of you may already know. I have helped steward
at a few with my sister Wendy. It’s always been a nervous affair for me handling other people’s furry family
members, but I was very keen to learn, as it was difficult sometimes to understand what was going on when
I was there. And when I picked up a catalogue, well I can’t even explain the confusion that entered my
head….
….When I decided to approach the idea of adding to my furry family, it was a huge decision to make. With
Willow’s condition to consider and the prospect of upsetting the dynamics between Maisie and Willow, they
had to be pretty special for me to take that huge step. Then one day, while chatting to Julie Cherkas, I was
helping her name the latest litter at the time, I realised that the kittens were born from two of my favourite
cats that she owns; Dreema and Cymba. We finished naming the kittens and I thought that was that. I’d said
for a long time that I’d love a Dreema baby…little did I realise I was going to end up with two!!
So while we were away at Christmas I spoke to Mark about the prospect of getting a Dreema baby. He
supported me with the decision and the excitement kicked in. And then we decided to have two! Julie had
said that if I were to have the kittens, I had to take them to at least one show. Although I was nervous about
the idea, I considered that it may help me learn about shows and showing if I entered a cat (or two) myself.
So the decision was made and Mark and I were then to be proud ‘pawrents’ of Genie and Eva….
I booked them into their first show in February. I had a lot of help from
Julie booking their spot. Being a complete novice, I had no clue what I was
looking at on the entry form. It was a joint show but I entered them both
in only one of the shows, so they were each other’s competition. Julie had
suggested that it would be good to gauge which judges preferred which
kitten. I’m not particularly a competitive person and I was completely
happy that I’d even talked myself into showing them so whatever
happened didn’t matter.
Show day arrived!!! I was very lucky really in my first experiences as I had
huge support from Jen Day, Julie Cherkas and my sister Wendy Pobgee.
Jen filled me with stories of her show days, convincing me that I could
catch the ‘show bug’. She also gave me some ‘show whites’ for the pens –
Thank you Jen. Wendy also gave me ‘show whites’ along with a bag full of
goodies I might need while I was at the show, as well as setting up my
pens before I arrive so I knew exactly which pens they should go in.
Something tells me that she knows me a bit too well and that I’d need
propping up on the day. Mainly caused by the fear of exposing my fur
babies to the world of showing - Thank you Wendy. And Julie…I can’t
even describe how grateful I am for her help on that day and those
leading up to it. I’m sure I must’ve driven her crazy from questions and explanations that were required to
be repeated on several occasions - Thank you Julie 
So the girls were in the pens, I was already in bits and it was time to leave them alone!!!
Off I went catalogue in hand for a pub breakfast with Julie and Louise. They patiently explained a few
things while we were indulging in a bite to eat, but surprisingly, when I saw my name in the catalogue, it all
seemed to make sense. Those days of being clueless appeared to be over and I felt I’d climbed a mountain
already! The next hour flew round and before I knew it we were trundling back to see what had happened
while we’d been away.
Well I didn’t see this coming!!!
Genie got a 1st and BOB in the breed class. She also got a 1st and a 3rd
in the miscellaneous classes.
Eva got a 2nd in the breed class. As well as two 2nd’s in the
miscellaneous classes. Ecstatic was an understatement….and
then….Genie picked up the Best of Variety Foreign Kitten! It was a
difficult task holding back the tears that were about to unveil
themselves. But I kept well composed under the circumstances, but
was dancing around inside when I saw the lovely rosettes on the pens
that they had both won.
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It wasn’t long before I’d booked them in for the next show in March,
which came round very quickly. This time I put them in separate
shows. I arrived in plenty of time and settled them in and it wasn’t
long before it was time to leave them again. So off we went while the
girls did their bit. This was definitely a more relaxed day for me and
with Wendy and Julie’s expertise on tap again, as I’d already done this
once, my nerves were definitely coping better this time around.
I was told I had a ‘Red Card Day’!!!
Genie got a 1st and BOB in her Breed Class. Also both 1st’s in the
miscellaneous classes.
Eva got a 1st and BOB in her Breed Class. As well as a 1st in the
miscellaneous classes…unbelievably, what happened next? Eva picked up Best of Variety Foreign Kitten this
time around! No words to describe how lucky I felt being the proud Mummy of my two absolutely adorable
Thai blue Point Kittens.
And to top it all, something else happened…I actually am enjoying showing which was totally unexpected 
If you even have a slight interest in showing your beloved Korats & Thais and you think it’s not for you,
trust me, it’s absolutely worth trying. Give it a try, you may be surprised. You can contact any of the
committee who I’m sure would be more than happy to point you in the right direction.
If you would like to meet Genie and Eva, they will be on exhibition at the National Pet Show at The Excel,
London on the 7th May. I’m sure they will share a purr or two with you ♥

Dee Hillier-Kidston

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Thai Lilac Points

I know that for the pure Korat breeder and owner this is not a preferred line but I must say I am enchanted
by our own Thai lilacs and lilac points. Korats will always be my preferred cat but the variants bring a
different dynamic in the household. It is also great for some owners who desire a Korat and playmate and a
sibling is the easy route for settling. So, a colour variation gives them everything.
Happy breeder = happy kitties = happy owner. Stress limitation.
Clair Harding-Brown – Clairabelle Korats & Thais
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CARTOON PAGE

“I’d love to sit around all day
like they do”

Wake up, the cat’s got yer teeth
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS
NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mr H Bailey [KOR]
Kent
Miss E Beale* [KOR]
London
Ms E Beckett* [KOR]
Hampshire
Mr R & Mrs L Best [KOR & TAI]
Cardiff
Mr & Mrs L Black* [KOR]
London
Ms Julie Cherkas* [KOR & TAI]
Southampton
Ms Jo Collar [KOR & TAI]
Surrey
Miss J Couch* [KOR & TAI]
South Wales
Mrs C Harding-Brown* [KOR & TAI]
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins* [KOR]
Manchester
Mrs J Lacey* [KOR & TAI]
Northamptonshire
Mrs A & Ms B Locher [KOR & TAI]
London
Miss C Nichols* [KOR]
Humber Bridge
Mrs L Portsmouth [KOR & TAI]
Royal Wootton Bassett, Wiltshire
Ms G Sinclair* [KOR]
London
Miss C Treacher [KOR]
London
Mrs S Williams-Elliss* [KOR & TAI]
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson [KOR & TAI]
Herefordshire

Korag
07540 320387
Sontaya
07809 203290
Indigo
023 9229 6647
Myfanwy
029 2084 2845
Kanzona
020 7485 1211
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
No Prefix
07799 062143
Jasumik
01792 791207
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Jenanca
01832 293831
Bikila
020 8898 4299
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Cattleya
01793 938543
Sawatao
07814 894733
Saluay
07714 279625
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

hb_87_@hotmail.com
memmie_89@hotmail.com
beckett199@btinternet.com
richpbest@hotmail.com
felicityvincent@gmail.com
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
jocollar01@gmail.com
tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk
animalantix@me.com
www.animalantix.com
koorahk_korats34@hotmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
www.jenanca.com
walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk
beatricelocher@hotmail.com
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
louise.portsmouth@mac.com
www.cattleyacats.co.uk
gab.s@talktalk.net
clare.treacher83@gmail.com
serennol@yahoo.co.uk
www.serennol.co.uk
lizziecatw@gmail.com

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS KORAT BREEDERS
Ms C Baird
Mr B Pollesche

Primprau’s
Kobalt

Denmark
Germany

dkkorat@yahoo.dk
bpollesche@arcor.de

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
K&TCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KTCA website.
Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais),
number of each sex still available and date the kittens will be ready for their new homes.

Please remember to let Julie know when your kittens have been placed.
www.korats.org.uk
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