Bumper Issue - Spring 2014

www.korats.org.uk

K&TCA Officers & Committee
Website: www.korats.org.uk

President
Mrs Judith Jewkes

Vice President
Mrs Jane Hard
01747 853655

Chairman and GCCF Delegate
Mrs Jen Lacey
01664 474408

Vice Chairman
Dr Caroline Bertram
023 8057 9062

Honorary Secretary
Ms Julie Cherkas, 216 Northam Road, Southampton SO14 0QE
023 8090 4187
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk

Honorary Treasurer
Mr Brian Lacey, Cottage Cattery, 25-27 Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF
01664 474408
johnbrian.lacey@btinternet.com

Show Support Secretary
Mrs Jen Day, 10 Charles Cope Road, Orton Waterville, Peterborough, PE2 5ER
01733 231819
jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk

Newsletter Editor
Ms Julie Cherkas, 216 Northam Road, Southampton SO14 0QE
023 8090 4187
jusarka@hotmail.co.uk

Committee Members
Member
Ms Liz Beckett **
Dr Caroline Bertram
Mrs Felicity Black
Ms Julie Cherkas
Mrs Jen Day
Mrs Dee Hillier-Kidston
Mrs Janet Jeffers
Mr Brian Lacey
}
Mrs Jen Lacey
}
Mrs Sarah Williams-Elliss

Location
Portsmouth
Southampton
London
Southampton
Peterborough
Dunstable, Herts.
Isle of Man
Whissendine,
Rutland
Retford, Notts.

Telephone Number
023 9229 6647
023 8057 9062
020 7485 1211
023 8090 4187
01733 231819
01582 863083
01624 823655
01664 474408
01664 474408
01427 881005

** Substitute GCCF delegate

www.korats.org.uk

Email address
beckett199@btinternet.com
carolinebertram@sky.com
felicityvincent@gmail.com
jusarka@hotmail.co.uk
jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk
dee.hillier-kidston@ntlworld.com
jjkorat@manx.net
johnbrian.lacey@btinternet.com
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
serennol@yahoo.co.uk

PICTURE GALLERY

Four on a bed! Left to right; Pip, Dylan, Jasper & Keira.
Thanks to Clare Treacher for this photo!

Gem – thanks to Catherine Tew for this picture

Another photo from Clare, who says “Pip and Keira.
They all love the laptop bag but Keira owns it. When
she's on it the others just aren't allowed!”

Ginks enjoying the last of the summer catmint.
Thanks to Felicity Black for this picture.

Dreamer in action! She became the first
Thai Blue Point Champion in December 2013

Jazz relaxing at home. Jazz was diagnosed with
congenital heart failure at 9 weeks of age and I was
urged to put him to sleep. So glad I ignored the vet!

PICTURE GALLERY

Club Row at The Supreme Show – NEC Birmingham in November 2013

Naamjai Lamai. Callee, owned by Clare Treacher, bred by
Catherine Tew. Looking very happy in her pen.

Gr Ch Jusarka Rainbow Warrior – Robbie, owned &
bred by Julie Cherkas, playing it cool in the Overall BIS
Foreign pen at the Herts & Middlesex Show.

‘Tigger’ a Thai Lilac who prefers his water fresh from the
tap!

‘Double Trouble’ Binx & Indi, the ‘Terrible Thai Blue
Point Twins’ owned by Jocelyn Glanfield.
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Chairman’s Welcome

Many years ago in the days when I went around to friends’ birthday parties, one of my favourite
games was ‘Stations’. No need to go into details of the rules, except to say that at one point there
would be a shout of ‘all change’ and everyone had to jump off their chairs and go and find another
seat without being caught by the blindfolded person in the middle.
The signal is currently set at ‘all change’ for both the club and GCCF at present, I hope there can be
the same sense of fun and excitement I remember from bygone days, but with all of us aware of
events that affect us rather than excluded through lack of knowledge.

K&TCA Changes:

(

*New Officers and Committee Members
*A new show date in April and a new show venue

(see the advert for the full information’
and please do come and visit if you haven’t entered)

*The Thai Lilac and Blue Point have Championship Status
Hurray!!!

*A new Registration Policy for Korats & Thais

(the main change is that all imports will need GM testing if their
parent’s results are not available, but DNA testing is not expensive
and is now a non-invasive procedure).

GCCF Changes:
*Online services are now a reality. Not only can registrations and
transfers be done via the computer, but breeders can review all
their registrations and show history.

*Entries for the Supreme Show were taken online, and the rules have
just been changed to allow clubs to do this.

*GCCF breed codes will no longer be used. Registrations have been

in EMS from October, and all show entries must be from June 1st

*The Breeder Scheme is now up and running with Korat & Thai
Breeders as active participants.

*Just as exhibitors had got used to a new show structure with breed
and certificate classes, there’s going to be another change, with
titles cats being allowed a choice of class.
(see the delegate’s report for details)

More about on all of the above will be found as you read through your Newsletter. If you have any
queries, please get in touch and I’ll do my best to answer them.
Of course, if you don’t breed or show much of the above won’t affect you. Relax and cuddle your
Korat/Thai. Put 6th A p r i l in your diary though, and come along to the club show. Then add
27th April for the K&TCA’s AGM at Solihull. Paperwork will be circulated in early April.
Hope to see you at one event or both

(Chairman)

Editor’s Note
WELL, AT LAST, I hear you all shouting.
Apologies, once again, for failing you as Newsletter Editor. It’s no secret to a lot of you
that I have been struggling to “keep all the balls in the air” recently and one which hit the
ground – with a resounding thud – was the Korat &Thai Newsletter.
On that note, you will be pleased to hear this will be the last issue for which I will have
complete responsibility. I have (mostly) enjoyed doing the newsletter for the past 7
years – yes, it HAS been that long. So perhaps now is a good time for a fresh look at it.
I am handing over to Jocelyn Glanfield and have every confidence that she will do an
excellent, if not better, job than me. Jocelyn has had Korats and Thais in her family for
three years and is devoted to her five cats, which include one Korat and two Thai Blue
Points. I’m sure you’ll hear lots more about them in the future. And I’m not sure if this is
good or bad but I will still be involved and helping Jocelyn with the non-pet bits for
future copies. And now I don’t have to do it, I’m sure I’ll continue to do articles and
send them to Jocelyn for inclusion, as she she’s fit.
Show News – the Supreme Cat Show was very successful with a constant flow of
interested members of the public stopping to cuddle our kittens on Club Row. Our 8th
Championship Breed Show is in a few days time – another change of venue this year but
still in the Midlands. See page 4 for details.
There are (I think) some wonderful articles in this issue; cat massage, bereavement
advice, information about the new GCCF breeder scheme, a reminder of our Club show
scheme, to name a few – and lots more!
If you already show your cats, don’t forget to keep Jen Day updated with your results and
any new titles your cats gain in 2014. Jen’s details are inside the front cover.
Subscriptions for 2014 – these were due on 1 January. If you haven’t already done so,
please send your money to Brian; see Page 29 for the different payment methods
available.
Newsletter articles – Jocelyn will still need articles for future issues. It’s hard to find
enough useful or amusing snippets so please, send her anything you find by the end of
July. See below for details. A big thank you to all our contributors for this edition.
Enjoy your newsletter and I hope to see some of you at the AGM in April 
Julie Cherkas, Retiring KCA Newsletter Editor
Email your contributions to Jocelyn at: jocelyn@celticmoon.co.uk
or send copies to her at Anam Cara, 2 Tapps Close, Milbury Lane, Exminster EX6 8AE.
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Please don’t forget to come to the

Korat & Thai Cat Association
8th Championship Show
on

SUNDAY

6th April 2014
at

Aldersley Leisure Village
Aldersley Road
Wolverhampton
WV6 9NW
Our NEW venue is slightly further north and a little more
west than those we’ve used in recent years but has
easy motorway access and plenty of free parking.
K&TCA have a club table there and the individual Club
rosettes for each ‘cat having achieved a title’ in 2012/2013
will be available for collection so do come along and see us.
You can also pay your 2014 subs if you haven’t already paid.
As well as a raffle, with all proceeds going to the clubs
involved on the day, there will also be a bottle of bubbly for
the Overall BIS Cat – or at least the owner!
Any raffle prizes you can donate on the day will be gratefully received.

We hope to see you there!!!

4

Some Famous (and remarkable) Cats
Anfield Cat - who became famous after wandering on to the Liverpool pitch
during a football match. Currently has over 74,000 followers on Twitter.
Blackie - who inherited £15 million and became the richest cat in history.
Casper - a male domestic cat famous for travelling on a No. 3 bus in Plymouth.
Creme Puff - the world's oldest cat, died in 2005 aged 38.
Emily - an American cat who, after being lost, was found to have gone to France.
Faith - a London cat which took up residence in St Faith & St Augustine's Church
(by St Paul's Cathedral) in wartime, and received a PDSA Silver Medal for her
bravery in caring for her kitten when the church was bombed.
Hank - a Maine Coon which ran for Senate in the state of Virginia in the 2012 US
elections. He finished in third place behind the winner, Democrat Tim Kaine.
Himmy - from Cairns, Australia, the fattest cat on record, who weighed 21.3 kg
(46.8 lbs) at his death in 1986.
Humphrey - a cat who took up residence at 10 Downing Street in during John
Major's tenure as Prime Minister, and was retired to a new address shortly after
Tony Blair came to power - named for the character of Sir Humphrey Appleby in
“Yes Minister”.
Larry - the Downing Street cat since February 2011.
Macavity - the bus drivers’ nickname of a British cat, white with differentcoloured eyes, known for regularly catching the local bus by himself.
Unsinkable Sam - famous mascot of the Royal Navy, was in turn the ship's cat of
the Kriegsmarine large battleship Bismarck, the destroyer HMS Cossack and the
aircraft carrier HMS Ark Royal and survived the sinking of all three ships by
torpedo before being retired to a home on dry land.
Thank you to Robin Miller in Shaftesbury for these little gems!
<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

Dear Diary,
I have decided to plead with the authorities to rub my belly. I think it will do me
good in my current condition. I would like to receive 2 rubs, exactly. A third rub,
and I will bite the crap out of the hand which ignored protocol!
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GCCF Breeder Scheme
(Promoting Responsible Breeding)

I am a member of the GCCF Breeder Scheme. My membership number and logo arrived as a pdf by email so
that I can display it on a website and include it on my own printed documents, and today I received a pack
in the post. This provides a membership certificate, information about the scheme, reminds me of the Code
of Ethics I have promised to keep, and the all-important feed back forms which I must give to new owners
of my kittens. Tomorrow will be day one of the scheme going live and I know others are already
participants, and doubtless there are many more on the sidelines waiting to see how it goes.

Cost
I paid a £10 set up fee and a £20 subscription. I will not pay the set up fee again as long as I renew the sub
annually.
I had to take the application form along to my vet to sign, but waited until I had an appointment for
vaccination, and produced it then, having previously left information about the scheme at the practice so
he knew what the signature was required for. My vet was enthusiastic about the concept and pleased I was
participating. He made no charge.

Why have I joined?
For me it summarised by a single word:

*

COMMITMENT

The challenge to prove I am doing my best is important, so there is an element of personal

pride at stake and self-commitment. Yes, I could and should be following already the principles set out in
the enhanced Code of Ethics, but I now have an opportunity to declare this publicly as my intention and
know those who have kittens from me will expect the highest standards.

*

New owners need the reassurance they are purchasing a kitten from a reputable breeder

and I am sure that the GCCF Breeder Scheme gives them the best possible chance of this. That’s not just a
personal opinion, there is evidence to support it. In his assessment for the ‘Final Dog Enquiry’ (2010), Sir
Patrick Bateson concluded, “The challenge of identifying high welfare status breeders reliably could be
addressed through the application of a rigourous, robustly policed and well-respected quality assurance
scheme.” He thought the Kennel Club Assured Breeder scheme did not yet ‘fully match those criteria’, and
probably the GCCF Breeder Scheme would not either, but a start has been made.

*

The KC’s scheme, revised after the enquiry, had already produced statistics significant

enough for Mr Simon Wheeler of Agria Insurance to make comment on them in the GCCF October Council
Meeting. He explained data gathered from the Assured Breeder Scheme showed a 30% uptake of the
scheme amongst puppy breeders, and there were indications of significantly fewer complaints from
buyers on puppy health and welfare connected with breeders committed to this scheme. It was a proving a
positive indicator for higher standards, which was one clear reason why it was sensible for GCCF to adopt
its own scheme. That is an excellent outcome for the KC, and I hope GCCF will follow its pawprints.

*

My most important commitment is, of course, to the cats I own and the kittens I breed.

Their health and welfare is paramount. I want there to be as much clear blue water as possible between
those who care about their cats, and their breed(s) in general, and the pile ‘em high sell ‘em cheap brigade
of back street breeders who are motivated solely by profit whose advertising floods the internet. Only
legislation will put an end to their activities, but the Breeder Scheme is a way of educating the public to
the fact that there is something better. It won’t be a quick fix, but I’m proud to be in at the start of trying
to make a difference.

The Deal The Scheme Offers To Owners
The outcome we want……

……….. healthy, well socialised kittens.
Breeders will be expected to offer ongoing support to those who buy their kittens.

The Deal The Scheme Offers To Breeders
There are some criteria breeders have to meet along with commitment to the Code of Ethics: membership
of a GCCF breed club, veterinary support and payment of an annual subscription.
In return there is the provision of the certificates and logos for self-promotion and the listing of kittens
on the specially designed web pages of the GCCF web site. From 1st March the public will be able to locate
breeders by breed and area via interactive map which provide every Breeder Scheme member’s contact
details. Publicity for the scheme has already been given in the cat press and more is planned for the
autumn. Other incentives may be added.

The Scheme Has ‘Teeth’
Nothing is ever foolproof and GCCF does not have a team of employees or volunteers to go and inspect
homes. Would you like it if someone who you considered as a rival breeder/exhibitor in some respects
came to report on you? I can think of one or two I wouldn’t let across the doorstep! However, your
purchasers may well want to return a feedback form, or report their experiences via the website. Anyone
can have the occasional unfortunate experience, but consistent unfavourable reports may well lead to
sanctions, the ultimate being a loss of Breeder Scheme status.

The GCCF Breeder Scheme Is Quality Control
However, it’s not the intention of the Breeder Scheme to function as a disciplinary process. In fact just
the opposite. For GCCF it is a focus on the concern for attention to health and
welfare that is vital for the best practice which will highlight quality. It is to
demonstrate a resolve to drive up standards through breeder responsibility.
Those joining have been positive in their outlook, happy to participate in a
voluntary monitoring process, and thus affirm their responsibilities to their
cats, kittens and new owners.

Want to learn more?
Go to:
http://www.breederscheme.gccfcats.org
Click ‘Locate a Breeder’ to see who has joined and

Jen Lacey

28.2.13

where they are!

MASSAGE FOR CATS

-

by Felicity Vincent Black

Felicity holds the Dipoma of the London School for Sports and Remedial Massage.
Every Korat or Thai owner knows that Thai massage is the ultimate form of relaxation for a tired
biped. Paw pressure is unfailing in its perfection of warmth and touch. But what about the other
way round? Does your cat need massage?
Korats are better designed than us; they have shorter necks and are sensible enough to walk on all
four legs. They have supreme balance, and spines which allow their torsos to rotate as they leap
from a height to land on their paws. They are made to leap and climb, and they aren’t forced to sit in
unnatural positions for hours. Unless your cat is elderly or has been injured she shouldn’t need
massage nearly as much as her slave. We all enjoy stroking our cats and this undoubtedly
strengthens the bond of trust between cat and slave. Knowing your cat’s contours will enable you to
detect abnormal lumps and bumps before they have time to develop, and when the vet examines your
cat she will be accustomed to being handled, and will be less alarmed.
The only difference between stroking and massage is the development of finger-tip sensitivity to
what lies under the fur. Does the skin have scabs caused by fighting, or insect bites? Does the fascia
under the skin glide over the muscles and bones? If this layer isn’t springy then your cat may be
dehydrated and unwell, and she will tell you if there are places that hurt. Then you might decide to
consult her vet. Most soreness is in this ‘soft tissue’ under the skin. When there is acute injury,
soothing stroking will help elsewhere. After that, massage can aid recovery by promoting better
circulation and lymph drainage.
Don’t think about ‘doing something’ to your cat, rather let the stuff under her skin come to you.
Begin to sense it and then stroke what you are sensing. If that’s too complicated just trust that she is
aware of your stroking!
There has been a lot of research in the past decade into the nerve-endings or ‘receptors’ in the fascial
layers of bipeds. This is the layer under the skin which used to be thrown away in dissections in
order to reveal orderly muscles and bones. Some body workers now see the fascia as an all
enveloping net which can move in all directions and is full of sensory receptors which transmit
messages about warmth, stroking, pain and mirroring of movement. Injuries in rats (sorry guys but
we’ve learnt from your suffering) have been shown to heal incredibly fast when the rat has been
wrapped up warm and the injury has been massaged, even straight after it occurred and there was
inflammation. Comfort and stroking WORK!
As with bipeds, not all cats enjoy being stroked – they have ‘stuff to attend to” so you have to fit the
massage timetable to theirs. If you can manage a weekly ten minutes or so together, they may come
asking for more, and will make their preferences clear. The best biped masseurs/euses have a
thorough knowledge of human anatomy. Physiotherapy for animals is becoming more readily
available, and if your cat has a movement problem this is an area well worth exploring. Go to a
professional who really knows how your cat functions. At home you can back up the physio’s work,
and that will be all the easier if you started massage when your cat was a kitten.
All of our present gang are young and a bit impatient, but some years ago a friend asked permission
to massage Nimrod, one of our first Korat pair, when he was already a senior. Both are now beyond
the Rainbow Bridge so unfortunately I can’t ask either of them what exactly Thea (D.B.E., no less)
did to make Nimmy so ecstatic; he certainly enjoyed their sessions on the rug.
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In the event of your wanting to be organised, here are some basic guidelines to giving your Korat or
Thai a massage.
1. Prepare Yourself and Your Cat. Make sure you feel relaxed – you might close your eyes and
deep breathe for a minute. Massage your hands lightly, to get in touch with them. Rubbing your
palms together will warm them before you start the massage. Ideally you need to position
yourself at your cat’s head and begin by slowly moving your hands down her back in the direction
the fur lies. Take time to rub any favourite places and enjoy each other’s warmth.
2. Spine and Sacrum. With your fingertips together, use their flat pads to gently massage the
muscles on one side of the spine. You can keep your left hand on the left of her back, stroking her
lightly, and use the finger-tips of the other hand to massage slowly down the right of her spine
with small circular movements working from her shoulder-blades to her tail. You should keep to
the side of the vertebrae and be guided by feeling the little gaps between them. Repeat on the
other side. Continue the circular movements around her hipbones and tail (she may be sensitive
under the tail). Make a mental note of any tender areas and rest your warm palm on them. Finish
by stroking firmly down the whole of her back.
3. Head and Neck. Using the light circular stroke, work your fingertips around the back of her neck
and into the bony ridge across the base of her skull. In the same way, explore her jaw muscles,
nasal ridge, her temples and her ears. One cat is reported as enjoying having the roof of its mouth
massaged. Finish this area with long strokes up the muscles on both sides of her throat, being
careful to avoid her windpipe.
4. Legs and Paws. If possible have your cat lie on her side so that you can support the leg with one
hand and work with the other. Start at the paw, rubbing the top and bottom and massaging inbetween the pads and very gently wiggling and pulling each toe. Gently knead around the first
joint (the ‘wrist’) and then soften the superficial layers of the entire leg (they should move easily
under your fingers). Work on all the major joints, occasionally flexing and lengthening them. Do
this to hind and forelegs. You may be able to turn your pet over on its other side by gently
grasping all four legs and rolling the cat over. Then you can attend to the other two legs.
5. Stomach. If your cat is happy to lie on her back you can help support her head and neck with one
hand while gently stretching the muscles which run from her centre chest out to her forelegs, then
stroke, from the centre outwards, between her ribs. You may also use your fingertips extremely
lightly to circle them clockwise around her tummy. If she feels vulnerable on her back, it’s
possible to work on the chest while she’s sitting.
6. Warm Down. Finish your massage with slow stroking through the whole of the back and the
length of the legs.
One article I looked at suggested acupressure, but I don’t know where you can access a chart of
feline acupressure points. It was suggested that it’s possible to stop your queen calling by the
application of pressure. This involves holding her securely at the neck and hindquarters, so that,
imagining you are a tomcat, she swishes her tail to one side, allowing you to apply pressure to the
other underside of her tail. Liana was not impressed! Perhaps I didn’t smell right?
Enjoy.
Felicity and the Kanzona Cats
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I found a very interesting article asking us to consider the unthinkable; a world without cats!
I’ve taken the liberty of adding a couple of photos of my cats, demonstrating exactly why this is
a bad idea! – Editor.

World Without Cats?
Without Cats, Birds Would Suffer So Would We
By Steve Dale
What would happen if all the world’s cats vanished? That’s the question posed by Natalie Wolchover on
the Mother Nature Network. And it’s a particularly relevant question since several ‘bird groups’ have
recently and repeatedly pursued lots of press alleging that innocent wildlife is being exterminated by
community cats. The allegation is that songbirds are at risk, many are endangered and may perish as a
result of cats. This isn’t only an issue in America. Earlier this year, a New Zealand environmentalist
wanted to actually ban future cat ownership. His idea didn’t get very far, but it received international
coverage and is illustrative of anti cat sentiment.
Some one must love cats? At least in America, cats are the most popular pet, outnumbering dogs. There
are about 74 million pet cats in America, and about 70 million dogs. In truth, cats are man’s best friends.
I think Wolchover’s scenario is fascinating, what would life be like if at least some ardent “cat haters” did
get their way, and poof – tomorrow – all the cats are gone?
Wolchover notes that the rodent
population would soar, and right
she is. She points out a 1997
study in Great Britain found that
the average house cat brought
home more than 11 dead animals
(including mice, birds, frogs and
more) in the course of six months.
That meant the nine million cats of
Britain were collectively killing
close to 200 million critters a year
— not including all those they did
not offer up to their owners. A
study in New Zealand in 1979
found that, when cats were nearly
eradicated from a small island, the
local rat population quickly
quadrupled. And these are only two of dozens of studies which note that cats do keep vermin numbers in
check. And it’s always been this way.
Going back in time, way back to the Dark Ages, cats were originally blamed for the Great Plague. So,
cats (associated with witchcraft back then) were killed off. As a result rats further proliferated, rampant
illness became worse and transformed to the Great Plague. It was fleas carried by rats that spread the
plague. Restoring cat population did more to diminish deaths as a result of the plague than anything else
medicine back then attempted. Fast forward the clock to today – and talk off-the-record to animal control
officials in big cities where budgets for rat abatement have been cut. They’ll tell you that without
community cats, rats would be even more numerous. While the Great Plague isn’t likely to reoccur today,
rats today do carry disease no different than in the Dark Ages.
Tree House Humane Society in Chicago works with grateful city officials, community leaders and others
to eradicate vermin with community cats. The cats are spay/neutered and vaccinated for rabies – but
these colonies are actually big city working cats. The model began thousands of years ago, as cats were

10

first domesticated by simply hanging out where
there was grain to keep vermin away. Later barn
cats appeared, and still do “work” their magic
around the world. Today in Chicago, Tree House
controlled cat colonies keep vermin away from
factories or other places otherwise previously
rodent-ridden.
Of course, cats do kill birds. However, if there
were no cats – the truth is that many bird species
status would change to endangered, or even
disappear all together.
It is true that flightless birds and ground nesting
birds are especially prone to feline attacks. This
is a particular issue in New Zealand, for instance,
where so many species are flightless. However,
cats or no cats – the most significant threat to
birds are habitat loss and pollution (air pollution,
light pollution and water pollution). If cats
vanished, some bird population numbers would actually take a nosedive – which is the opposite of what
you may think at first, or what bird supporters suggest. Rats and other vermin love to eat bird eggs and
baby birds. Ground nesting and flightless birds would have no defence against what would then be an
out-of-control rodent population.
The bottom line is that cats are an easy target. And as “anti cat” squawking has flourished in social
media, cats as scapegoats has become an unfortunate fundraising tool for bird groups.
Meanwhile, aside from unveiling exploitative misinformation (sometimes disguised as “science”), bird
groups do nothing in the real world to help diminish feral cat numbers, such as participate and support
trap, neuter, return (TNR). You’d figure if they really wanted to work for cat numbers to decline, they
would begin by targeting the few places where cats really are a threat – such as a cat colony near
shorebird populations. And they would then help to relocate these cats.
However, I’ve left out the most significant problem which would result from a theoretical world without
cats. No purring.
For many a world without a purr is like a world without the sky or the moon. I’m not referring to your
“crazy cat ladies.” In the U.S. alone, about a third of all households live with at least one cat, and typically
several cats. No one forces people to share their lives and their homes with felines – we do this because
it feels good. And in fact, science now confirms that cats are actually healthful.
For senior citizens, in particular (though not exclusively seniors), their cat may be their only nearby
family. Of course, it’s not the same as having the grandkids or friends over for a visit – but it’s something.
And the human/animal bond can be remarkably powerful. There’s little question that, for some, caring for
another being actually ‘keeps them going,’ offering a reason to get up in the morning.
Its challenge for just about anyone is to look at a little kitten, and not smile. For millions of people, cats
touch our hearts.
<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

 What did the computer science major say when he was told that the work stations had mice?
Don't you have a cat?
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THE K&TCA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held on

Sunday April 27th 2014 at 2pm
At the Oliver Bird Hall (Room 5)
Church Hill Road, Solihull B91 3RQ
Refreshments will be served from 1.30pm
Will you be there? If not, what might you miss?
All the latest GCCF news and ideas, together with a report on what your
committee has been doing for you and the breed, election of Club Officers and
Committee, presentation of remaining certificates to the Show Scheme
winners and the remaining change of status rosettes for those cats attaining a
new title, to name a few!
We will also be discussing the change from breed numbers to the Easy Mind
System (EMS Codes) for breed identification, change to the Show entry
qualification for Classes, your newsletter and website - and much more!
If you wish to comment on the running of your club or have ideas for the future,
please do come to the meeting. If you can’t make it in person, please let a
member of the committee know your views so they can be put forward on your
behalf. See separate pages included with your newsletter for Agenda,
Accounts and 2013 Minutes.

We hope to see you there



RAFFLE and BUFFET after the meeting
Any contributions for raffle prizes will be gratefully received
12

Committee News
THE COMMITTEE – all change!
So much has happened since the AGM last June, where there were some major changes to
the club’s officers and committee. Jen Lacey resigned as Honorary Secretary. Pressures of
her role in GCCF meant she felt she wasn’t able to give as much attention to the club as
she wished to. After much debate the posts were filled, as follows:
Chairman – Jen Lacey (Jen is also happy to continue as membership secretary.)
Vice Chairman – Caroline Bertram
Secretary – Julie Cherkas
Treasurer – Brian Lacey
Show Support Secretary – Jen Day
Committee Members: Janet Jeffers, Sarah Williams-Elliss, Dee Hillier-Kidston, Liz
Beckett, Felicity Black
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - SUNDAY 27TH APRIL!!!
Once again we are in the Oliver Bird Hall in Solihull, B91 3RQ. Refreshments will be
available from 1.30pm and the meeting starts at 2pm. Afterwards, there will be a chance
for a chat and more refreshments. We will be having our usual raffle too and any prizes
you can bring for that would be greatly appreciated. See page 12 for further details. This
year, your AGM papers will be circulated with your newsletter, but separately, and not
included in the newsletter.
STOP PRESS! 2014 SHOW NEWS – PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE & VENUE!
Not long now! Our 8th Championship show. We will be joining forces, as usual, with the
other small breed shows and the Short Haired Cat Society under the super-efficient
management of Lynda Ashmore. In addition, Midland Counties have moved from their
usual date in mid-May so we can all share the same venue on Sunday 6 April 2014. See
page 4 for full details.
LONDON PET SHOW
Korats will, once again be represented on both Saturday and Sunday. Many thanks to
Shelagh Heavens and Kit Game who will take Karla aka UK Imp Gr Ch Chandrakan
Karnchana on Saturday. On Sunday, Leo & Felicity Black will be there with Ginks aka Gr Pr
Jusarka Gingko, together with the first Premier Thai Blue Point, Pr Bikila Bodi. It will be
nice to have a Thai there this year. Ginks took his opportunity for breed promotion very
seriously last year as you will see on page 17 and I’m sure Karla & Bodi will do the same!
NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to our new members, and returning members:
Mrs S Cooper, Winscombe, Somerset
Ms T Dawson, Ballasalla, IOM
Mr T Forster, London
Mr M & Mrs J Glanfield, Exminster, Devon
Ms J Hejtmankova, Woking, Surrey
Ms M Penn, Woodford Green, Essex
Mrs D Phillips, York
This is my first attempt at committee news, as club secretary, so I hope this is what you
were expecting to read? If anyone has any ideas to make being a member of the club a
more enjoyable experience, please do contact me. And if you want any more information
about what the committee has been up to, then please do try to come to the AGM at the
end of April.
Julie Cherkas (Secretary) 216 Northam Road, Southampton, SO14 0QE
Tel: 023 8090 4187
email : jusarka@hotmail.co.uk
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REPORT ON THE GCCF COUNCIL MEETING OF 26 FEBRUARY 2014
Chairman, Helen Marriott Power had the meeting underway very shortly after 1pm, welcoming delegates on
a bright February day. It finished just before 5pm and I'm sure those present will agree there was a good
variety of business, with accounts presented, reports given, and a peep at what the new website will be like,
mixed with the odd spark of interesting debate and occasional flash of humour.
GCCF PRESIDENT
At Council Helen gave the news that the GCCF President, Christina Dugdale, had been ill, but was making
a good recovery. Sadly, that wasn’t sustained and Christina passed peacefully two weeks later. Persians
were her passion, and she judged in the Persian and Semi LH sections, so not someone we knew well.
Those who were her friends describe her as a lovely, dedicated lady with a sense of fun and plenty of
interesting stories to tell. Tributes can be read at the GCCF website.
A VOTE FOR CHANGE
There was a vote that will bring a change to the show structure once again. The Siamese Cat Club argued
that by forcing cats to move on to the next level once they had achieved a title brought two unwanted
consequences. There was insufficient competition in some classes, sometimes meaning early awards were
achieved quickly, and the owners stopped showing cats who couldn't fly higher. If they had the opportunity
to remain static for a period, owners had the chance of additional certificates and so would continue to
show. Their presence, it was reasoned, would also ensure a competitive edge for those up and coming.
This view was endorsed by others, but some put the opposite point; exhibitors could be deterred by finding
classes blocked with cats who were gathering certificates at a certain level consistently. A big change had
taken place not long ago and this was a step back to a past era that many worked hard to move away from.
The voting outcome of 61 for 46 against was perhaps closer than expected given that more seemed in
favour, but for a change to show rules a simple majority is sufficient and the Board will now draft new
wording for show rules for its implementation, and return them to Council in June. What will it mean in
practice? If your cat has achieved a title champion/premier/master, grand or imperial s/he can continue to
gain certificates at that level by entering the appropriate class OR enter to aim for certificates for the next
title. Thus the titled have an option. However, it is not a return to the days when such cats could enter for
two certificates. The choice is one or the other, and it depends on which certificate you think is achievable
or your choice of judge.
JUDGE AND BREED NEWS
Nothing new for Korat & Thai people at this Council, but will those who show please enter under our
Probationer Judges to ensure they gain the experience required. Charis White, Elisabeth Stark, Dorothy
Stone and George Godfrey would all like to have a close encounter with your cats.
THE SUPREME
The bad new was that the show lost money again this year and there were fears for its future as its losses
are a financial burden for GCCF. However, the good news is that the show management team is so keen to
continue to provide a flagship show in a prestigious venue that they're prepared to work their socks off to do
an overnight set up, rather than paying to have the hall on the Thursday ahead of the show. Matchsticks will
be gratefully received to prop open those weary eyelids, and information will be given in advance if
volunteer assistance is required. But in that very grandest of traditions: the show will go on.
GALA DINNER
This event will take place again in mid May at the Cambridge Belfry Hotel, a venue that proved popular. As
well a chance to have some good food and fun it's planned that this year some awards will be presented.
Watch the website to nominate and vote for a popular show, judge, steward, show management team, club
and rescue, as well as for an outstanding contribution to the cat fancy. Something a little different to try.

REPORTS
DRAFT ACCOUNTS
Of course, this is the major report to come before this Council meeting, and any delegates who have been
regular attendants at Council since GCCF became a company three years ago will know how critical sound
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financial management became. This year was not as good as others. There wasn't a loss, but a break-even
situation, and the reasons centred on the twin factors of income showing some decline while expenses
rose.
BUSINESS PLAN AND 2014 BUDGET
The Vice Chairman explained that the business plan, which had been on the website for the past month,
was important as it was the document that governed how GCCF operated as a business. He noted the
need to increase income, but gave assurance that there were no price increases planned. Instead there
would be diversity in activity to expand profits through an increase in services offered in the coming year.
BREEDER SCHEME
This had proved to be one of the successes of 2013 with a greater than anticipated take up. There were
170 BS members, enough people to make it worthwhile publicising the scheme to the general public, both
to inform and assist in educating them.
IT REFRESH PROJECT
Mrs Rainbow-Ockwell said the really good news to report was just how readily many people had taken to
the online services. There were now over 5000 registered users. In June and July there would be some
new features to existing services and that would finalise phase one of the refresh scheme.
As much as could be done using the existing computer system would have been completed. Then the
major change would have to be made of replacing that completely and bringing GCCF into 21st century.
Sally warned this would be the expensive phase and people wouldn't initially be aware of what was
happening, but it was the driving force behind the scenes. The business would not be able to develop
further without the functionality it would provide. At present planning was at the scoping and design stage
so that an initial report could be made to the Board in March.

RULES AND BYELAWS
There were several rule changes and one byelaw amendment. For breeders and exhibitors they are not
going to mean significant change in the immediate future. What most had in common was that they
regularised and confirmed as legitimate what is actually already happening in practice, a sort of catch up
exercise. The change to Byelaw 8 means that GCCF Officers no longer have to stand every year, but are
elected for a three year term. However, in practice, each Chairman has always been re-elected for the full
term, though there was one change of Vice-Chairman in the not too distant past.
The change was approved by a large majority, as were the rule changes. However, dispensation from the
13 day rule for the London Pet Show and similar events, to allow different cats from the same household to
be shown on two consecutive days, was not granted.

EMS (Easy Mind System)
For years the GCCF breed number for Korats has been 34. It’s familiar and useful breed shorthand, but its
prime function was for computer programming. However, the system, which was begun, getting on for over
st
100 years ago, isn’t flexible enough to cope with the additions required in the 21 century. So GCCF is now
adopting EMS, the coding used by FIFe.
34, 34C and 34 40 2 for the Korat, Thai Lilac and Thai Blue Point, respectively, will be completely gone
st
from registration and show paperwork by June 1 2014. Now we will have:
Korat (KOR)
Thai Lilac (TAI c)
Thai Blue Point (TAI a 33)
Easy to remember when you know the letters give the breed and what comes after gives the colour/pattern.
c is lilac, a blue and 33 pointed in all breeds. KOR is unique and stands alone as Korats are only blue.

Jen Lacey – GCCF Delegate
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MISS PRIM
I had a delightful email from a ‘Korat slave’ recently.....
Dear Julie,
I just wanted to drop you a
quick note.
It’s maybe
something you can use in
your newsletter or not but
thought you might like to
know that the very first,
Champion Pet Korat your
organisation ever honoured,
Koorahk Yim (Miss Prim)
turned 18 today!!!
She is now an only cat but
lives in the same pub (on the
edge of the Delamere Forest)
and is loved just as much as
the day the telephone rang
all those years ago and Helen
said “you have a little girl”.
We have dug out the original
story which won the red
rosette emblazoned with the
Korat Cat Association logo,
and which has adorned her portrait ever since and remembered... when we got the news it
was champagne all round for humans, and fresh prawns for all the cats! Here’s to to the
next 18 years!
Best regards, Pamela Nicholson

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

Kesa's News – Spring 2014
Dear Julie, here is my mother's offering. Best wishes, Robin.
'First and foremost, I often think of you, and hope that all is well with you now, as with your
feline friends. Kesa is in excellent form, and has a big appetite; indeed, we fear that he is
getting greedy in his middle age, since he regularly pesters us for second helpings, more
chips etc., making noises that can be heard clearly over the phone if one of us happens to
be speaking on it at the time. As has been mentioned before, he is an inside cat now
because he was too ingenious an escape artist in the garden, making his way over quite
large overhangs and the like; there is a hill near us which is quite dangerous for cats, and
we lost two previous ones on the roads. But he seems quite contented with his indoor life,
and we do our best to keep him entertained. Though perhaps his thoughts would not turn
quite so often to food if he were roaming the countryside! He is fit and very active in any
case, the worst that has happened to him is to have had a couple of teeth removed and a
lesion that turned out to be harmless.

With our very warmest regards to all of you, from Jane, Robin and Kesa.'
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LONDON PET SHOW
11&12 May 2013
Felicity and I agreed to look after the Korat table for
Day 2 of the London Pet Show (May 12). Sheila
Heavens had clearly got Saturday off to a brilliant
start - the Korat had been a star turn, Anne Gregory
told us. Earls Court 2 is a pleasant venue, lighter
than Olympia and with far fewer pens to fit in than at
a cat show, so there was space to wander round and
take everything in. At this show something happens
by the hour; around ten o’ clock I realised we were
next to Dear Alfred, a massive red tabby (which I call a ginger). Like every ginge I’ve ever met,
he was totally unflap-pable; we were told he’d fallen asleep at the Supreme while being judged,
and again waiting in the Best of Breed pen! Long ago a ginger belonging to a neighbour could
subdue our young tearaway Nimrod with a single look that seemed to say “Just cool it, sonny-boy,
and nobody’ll get hurt.” Come eleven I noticed a breed I’d never seen before, the White Russian
(elegantly aristocratic), and at midday we had an accolade from a high-up in ‘Cats Protection’ for
giving Premier Jusarka Gingko an igloo to hide in when things got too much for him; nobody else
had done that.
About one o’ clock I noticed the biggest Burmese I’ve ever set
eyes on, guarded by a feller to match. That enticing breed does
lack one of the great Korat features, the vast green eyes, which
a good half of the people who admired Gingko commented on;
I’d call them ‘almost sorrowfully expressive,’ though what he
ever had to cause him sorrow I don’t know, unless it were a
rambunctious younger sibling (as a former one of those I can
see it might just do the trick). But, seriously for a moment, it all
furthered our aim - to spread the good news that the Korat is
the loveliest, most human-friendly cat.
The day was full of Cat Talks just across the way. While Felicity
went on with the sales-talk I picked up the incompatibility of
cats and onions, the need to keep food and water well
separated, the amazing way your here-and-now puss shares the
habits of its avatars in the unprotected spaces of the African desert, and that since cats never see
a mouse come towards them, play is meaningless if it involves objects moving in their direction.
Throw ‘em good and hard down the corridor!
At three I took in a bit of the Rabbit Show-Jumping; if you’ve
seen a bit, you’ve seen it all, but what architects call the Rear
Elevation was impressive as they took the jumps. Under the sign
saying ‘Small Furries’ you could wonder at the hyper-active noses
of Fancy Rats and the still-soft spines of a nine-week-old
hedgehog. No meer-kat this year – fill in the squawk for yourself.
By four, just one question was in the mind of every exhibitor and
exhibit – see the final picture for the answer! The GCCF, strict
about opening hours, lays on a squad of heavies to make sure
nobody gets away early. Were I planning this event, I’d find some
way to shorten the compulsory hours. Which isn’t to deny that
the crown came when Felicity hoisted Gingko out of his igloo for
the very last time (so late it was in fact his carrier), for a lady
who said she came from Korat but had never seen one of its cats!
Need I say more: there’s still work to be done!

LEO BLACK
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OBITUARY
RIP Primprau’s Silver Tamruat

21.7.2000–14.2.2014

In the spring of 2000 Tammy was born in my semi-detached house in Holbæk. He was the first “homemade”
male kitten I chose to keep as a stud. Even as a kitten he had a special charm and a great self-confidence that
won over the hearts of many when they met him at home or at shows. Late in life he impressed the judges at
TICA shows, which he loved.
Tammy was a very active stud - especially in the
UK, where he was test mated for recessive colours
(it was before the DNA test). With 50+ blue kittens
from matings with blue, bluepointed, lilac, chocolate
carrier, bluepoint carrier,carriers of both bluepoint
and chocolate females, we agreed he probably
didn’t carry points or chocolate, in spite of having a
beautiful bluepoint full-sister.
He passed on his superb temperament and a lot of
his good looks to his offspring. He will often be
found a few generations back in the pedigrees of
my current and retired breeding cats. He has meant
a lot to my breeding program.
He was at stud till his 7th year – somewhat longer
than my studs are active in general – he didn’t
seem stressed. Though he sprayed A LOT! The
same day (or so memory has it) he was neutered,
he by some miracle stopped spraying, so we took
him into the house. Not many ex-studs can be integrated into a group, but I knew in my heart Tammy would
tackle that challenge also – I simply couldn’t place him in a new home. Luckily, I also had Anakot to help – she
quickly taught him the house rules. We called them “the old married couple” – they were inseparable. Together,
the two of them maintained a stable hierarchy in the group. Conflicts were toned down – so also in that way
Tammy was a great advocate and positive asset for the cattery.
A few years ago Tammy had his teeth removed in two tempi due to FORL (Feline Oral Resorptive Lesions). He
had his corner teeth and the small front teeth left. In the fall of 2012 he was diagnosed with LPGS (chronic
gingivitis) that had moved into his throat after the teeth were removed. He was impossible to give pills, so the
only possible “treatment” was injections – he was given a cortisone depot injection and convenia, as needed,
with regular blood tests for organ function and eventual diabetes. Six weeks ago the blood test showed the first
signs of an organ working overtime – the liver! This time he didn’t get the usual boost from the cortisone – the
last week he was very apathetic.
We had an appointment for a new cortisone and blood tests today. The vet looked at Tammy, listened to his
lungs, and immediately sent us on to emergency x-ray and scanning. The x-ray showed so much fluid between
the parietal pleurae that the lungs were pushed up into a corner of the chest cavity. This could be caused by
various diagnoses that could only be determined by autopsy.
While we were waiting for the x-rays, we decided that the most loving Valentine’s Day’s gift we could give
Tammy was peace from more suffering. Unfortunately, this decision was necessary.
The autopsy showed many small changes in the lymphoid tissue – diagnosis: lymphoid cancer that had spread
to the parietal pleura. Heart, lungs, kidneys – and even the liver – were healthy! (The liver was a bit smaller than
usual but that might be an expected age deterioration as a side effect of the long administration of cortisone.)

Camilla Baird - www.korat.dk
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Korat Treasure Hunt
I was involved in a new experience recently. The local radio station, 'BBC Radio Leicester', does a
Sunday morning programme to get listeners involved. It takes the form of a treasure hunt, where a
presenter is out in a car looking for clues and people phone in to help them solve the puzzles and move
on to the next.
We were selected as the end of the route for this week. I was contacted earlier to hide an envelope
somewhere close to the cats and alerted when the searcher was about 20 minutes away. They had a bit
of a problem because there was a diversion due to roadworks so went a rather roundabout route from
the local town, but had callers phoning in to get them heading to Whissendine, and while they doing that
the clues were given.
“Old Deuteronomy and Skimbleshanks might live here” - cats from TS Eliot's poems and the musical
Cats based on them. After a short wrong track where someone was thinking of the Bible that was solved.
“In a pie” - It was one of my boarding clients who helped out there as people were trying to guess if there
might be a Cat Pie Lane, but she said it would be a cryptic reference to cottage pie as there was a
Cottage Cattery.
“Medusa could have affected one of the above species” - I wondered what that was about for a minute,
sidetracked by a mention of Medusa having snakes for hair, but in the old myths she was the Gorgon
who turned anything she looked at to stone, and I'd said I would put the clue under an ornament of a
stone cat, just near the cattery entrance. As it happened someone had not long driven past the cattery
and stopped to phone in and give very precise directions, so Monica, the seeker, arrived and found the
treasure with a little time to spare.
That meant a few minutes to interview me and admire the cats and kittens. So the Korats were the stars
of the finale. Lonny and Jagger came out to be admired, but Malala's kittens took centre stage for the
wow factor and meant the phones came out for pictures. They were described as wonderful, stunning
little beauties with amazing green eyes. I filled in the bit about them being the blue cat of Thailand and
bringers of good luck.
Not a big audience, but every opportunity to promote is worth seizing! We had a few moments in the
limelight in a very different way; worth a share.
Jen Lacey
<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

More on Korat Rescue
YOU’LL REMEMBER the incredible worldwide Korat camaraderie which was reported in the last
newsletter. We were moved by the generosity of Korat slaves and Brian Lacey, our treasurer,
now has an update for you......
In this instance I am pleased to inform the mass readership of this esteemed newsletter that we have
been able to help our Colonial Cousins. Word was spread on t'internet over the summer that nine Korats
needed an immediate rescue in the States and the KCA committee decided very quickly that the balance
of funds left over from our own rescue last year should be used for this one. So a quick bash of the
keyboard and the remaining balance of £110 was sent over to help in this good cause. I believe all went
well and Korat people around the world once again helped to fund the speedy and safe re-home of the
nine cats. Thanks again for all your generosity last year, and this year, if you contributed.
<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

New Homes for Korats - Calling all Breeders
Just recently, I’ve had quite a few calls from people who have had Korats in their family for many years,
and are looking for another. But for various reasons, they prefer to give a home to a slightly older cat,
not a kitten. So, if you are a breeder and have any queens you have retired and neutered and are
looking for a good home, PLEASE let me have details, age, health, special needs, etc., and I’ll pass on
those details for you. Alternatively, does anyone else know of someone who has to part with their pet?
In my judgement, these were all good homes so if you can help, please let me know.
Julie Cherkas (contact details inside front cover)
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K&TCA’s Show Awards & Points System
This scheme has been running for a few years now but it relies on you telling us about your
show successes! Here is a reminder of the Club’s Show Awards and points system….
Trophies are awarded to the top Korats & Thais from the K&TCA show.
Then points are allocated for wins at any other GCCF show throughout the calendar year.
Special laminated certificates will be awarded to the winners of each category:
The top Korat & Thai cats with the most points for 2014; Adult, Kitten, Neuter
The top GCCF Korat breeders in 2014
Points will be allocated, based on the Royal Canin points system, as follows:
BREED CLASS
Awarded IC, CC, PC or 1st in Kitten Class = 20 points
2nd Place = 10 points
3rd Place =5 points
Withheld Certificate = 5 points
GRAND CLASS
Awarded GCC, GPC or UKGR = 30 points
Reserve GCC or Reserve GPC = 20 points
Withheld GCC or Res GPC = 15 points
IMPERIAL CLASS
Awarded Imp Gr CC or Imp Gr PC = 40 points
Reserve IGC or Reserve IGP = 30 points
Withheld IGC or Res IGP = 15 points
OLYMPIAN CLASS
Awarded Olympian Adult or Neuter = 50 points
Res Olympian = 40 points
Withheld Olympian = 20 points
OTHER AWARDS
Best of Breed award = 20 points
Best of Variety Adult, Kitten, Neuter = 30 points
Overall BOV = 40 points
Overall Best in Show = 50 points

If notification is not sent, no points will be awarded.
Don’t be disappointed – make sure you send notification of your
show wins to Jen Day so that she can allocate your points.
Send details to: jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk
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TITLE CATS
Congratulations to the following cats and their owners who have all gained a new title.
Club rosettes will be awarded for their achievement from the K&TCA table at the breed show
on 6 April 2014, or the AGM on 27 April. Any remaining rosettes will be posted to owners.
Imp Gr Ch JUSARKA THAI LILAC PROMISE - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Imp Gr Ch JUSARKA PUSSYWILLOW - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Gr Ch JUSARKA YIN YANG - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Ch THEOAKS CHAILIA LOLA - Owned by Sue & Jan Ozimkowski, Bred by William Wilkinson
Imp Gr Pr MAIPENRAI DOC FLOWER - Owned by Jen Day, Bred by Janet Jeffers
Imp Gr Pr THEOAKS GEORGE - Owned by Sue & Jan Ozimkowski, Bred by William Wilkinson
UK Gr Pr THEOAKS GEORGE - Owned by Sue & Jan Ozimkowski, Bred by William Wilkinson
UK Gr Ch THEOAKS MILDRED - Owned by Sue & Jan Ozimkowski, Bred by William Wilkinson
Intermediate MAIPENRAI PORCHE – Owned by Mr & Mrs Shimmin, Bred by Janet Jeffers
Intermediate JUSARKA SUCHIN - Owned by Sarah Williams-Elliss, Bred by Julie Cherkas
Intermediate JUSARKA FUNTIME FRANKIE - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Ch JENANCA BARABAJAGAL - Owned & Bred by Jen Lacey
Gr Ch JUSARKA PANICUM-PRAIRIESKY - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Gr Ch THEOAKS CHAILIA LOLA - Owned by Sue & Jan Ozimkowski, Bred by William Wilkinson
Ch SERENNOL NAPOLEON SOLO – Owned & Bred by Sarah Williams-Elliss
Gr Ch JENANCA BARABAJAGAL - Owned & Bred by Jen Lacey
UK Gr Ch & Pr JENANCA ANJALI - Owned & Bred by Jen Lacey
UK Gr Ch & Gr Pr JENANCA ANJALI - Owned & Bred by Jen Lacey
Ch JUSARKA RAINBOW WARRIOR - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Ch NIKELSILVA BLUEBIRD - Owned & Bred by Cathy Nichols
Ch NIKELSILVA TRITEN - Owned & Bred by Cathy Nichols
Gr Ch JUSARKA RAINBOW WARRIOR - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas
Pr KOORAHK PRAJOW – Owned by Mr & Mrs Hudson, Bred by Helen Hawkins
Ch NIKELSILVA INDIGO – Owned by Liz Beckett & Bred by Cathy Nichols
Ch JUSARKA DIVINE DREAM MAKER - Owned & Bred by Julie Cherkas

The First THAI Champion
Ch Jusarka Divine Dream Maker
As many of you know, The Thai Blue
Point has been very dear to my
heart since I started breeding
second time around! So to have the
first ever Champion was brilliant
and I am so proud of my little
‘Dreema’. In the end, we were just
really lucky that the show dates and
venues fell in our favour and she
actually got her three Challenge
Certificates in just two weeks!
My first cat, back in 1965, was a
Siamese so when in 1980, I decided
to start breeding, this was my
preferred breed. Since then, I have thanked my lucky stars many times that I
couldn’t find any Siamese for sale in my area and I found myself with a Burmese
queen, and a year later, I discovered the Korat. I find the head shape of today’s
Siamese far too extreme for my taste, having fallen in love with the more rounded
Siamese of my childhood in the early 60’s.
My first Korat, Tamalier Lucy Locket (Tammy), was born in 1981 and had four
litters of beautiful blue kittens. and in those days, we hadn’t recognised any ‘white’
kittens and DNA colour/pattern tests were a thing of the future. So to discover a
pointed, blue-eyed cat with the good looks, purr-sonality and friendly temperament
of a Korat, but wearing a Siamese coat was a no-brainer for me. When I bought
my second breeding queen in 1999, I made sure I had a girl who carried the
pointed gene and since then I’ve bred over 40 Thai Blue Point kittens. Many of
you, currently reading this, will have one of those kittens sitting on your lap
“helping” you to read it.
In the last few years, I have also bred a few Thai Lilacs, two to be precise! But for
me, much as love them, they don’t have the appeal of the little pointed cats with
the huge, piercing blue eyes. I haven’t been quite as successful with the Thai
Lilacs and both kittens I’ve bred to date are “rejects” and are still here so maybe,
subconsciously, they are growing on me! The first is now almost three years old
and is called ‘Tigger’ for a reason!
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certainly wouldn’t win any prizes on the show bench – in fact he is a classic
example for judges to see what does count as too much ghost barring and
therefore they should withhold certificates!
The other Thai Lilac, Jazz, was diagnosed at 8 weeks of age with congenital heart
failure by the European Veterinary Cardic Specialst, who gave him “a few weeks to
live” after a scan last August.
He urged me, quite strongly, to have him
euthanised there and then.
I declined, and wanted to
try to treat him but didn’t
hold out much hope after
the dire prognosis given by
the expert. I’m so glad I
did. Jazz is a darling and
the easiest cat in the whole
world to medicate. He has
a liquid diuretic 3-4 times a
day, plus a tablet once a
day and is still going
strong. He will be a year
old in May if he makes it.
We take each day as it
comes, one at a time and
my phone if FULL of photos
of him!! I suppose one day
the worst will happen but I
currently have a happy, healthy little chap who shows no signs of his disability
while he rushes around the house chasing his sister or worse still, his grandma!
Anyway, back to the main story....
Dreema is now on maternity
leave and is the proud Mum of
four kittens, two Korat girls and
two Thai Blue Points, one girl
and one boy.
She is an
excellent Mum but I hope she’ll
be back out on the show bench
later this year.
Meanwhile, she continues to
have
the
most
superb
temperament and lives up to
her name in many ways; she
made a dream come true when
she became champion but
mainly, she is just a dream cat;
she is so laid back and gets on
with
everybody
in
the
household. The name Dreema
certainly suits her!
Julie Cherkas – Jusarka Korat & Thais
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PROVISION FOR BEREAVED CATS - LIST OF ACTIONS
Twenty years ago, I thought I was too young to worry about this – until my
brother was killed suddenly in a motorcycle accident. This made me realise that
my affairs needed to be put in order NOW and not wait until it was too late. You
never know what is around the corner! Remember the two Korats featured in the
last newsletter who were badly traumatised by a stay with the RSPCA? This could
happen to your beloved cats if you don’t say NOW exactly what YOU want to
happen to them if you are unexpectedly not able to care for them yourself
anymore.
Prior to your sudden incapacity or death, you may wish to make provision for your
cat(s) and could consider the following actions:
A. Specify the action to be taken at the time of your death using a Form of
Instruction:• immediate care naming a contact eg neighbour, friend or relation who can
access and care for your cat(s) within hours, and
• longer term care, eg your cat’s Breeder, a cat welfare organisation or The
Cinnamon Trust*, who will transfer your cats to a safe house/cattery for
care and rehome.
B. Make friends, neighbours and/or relatives aware of your Form of Instruction to
enable immediate action in the event of your death. Remember to consider how
they will gain access to your cats. (Perhaps leaving a key with a nearby
friend/neighbour/relative.)
C. Display instructions on a large ‘Emergency Card’ in a prominent position in your
home, and update them regularly. Include brief details of your cats (eg name,
DOB, sex, microchip number, special requirements, and the name and telephone
number of your Veterinary Practice). Some authorities offer a ‘Green Cross’
service; you put a sticker on the inside of your front door and emergency services
immediately know to look in your refrigerator for a pot of instructions. I’m lucky
that Hampshire County Council provides these, designed for personal care
information, but my pot is full of cat details – not a single mention of me! 
D. Make other relevant people, notably your Executors and/or Solicitor, aware of
any arrangements you have made with regard to the welfare of your cats. Keep
them up to date with any changes in circumstances.
E. Always carry (in your purse/wallet and car glove compartment) a small
Emergency Card to indicate that you are a cat owner. I have seen these provided
by some rescue organisations too. This will enable the Emergency Services to
notify the named contact with whom you have a prior arrangement that your cats
will require care.
F. As a back-up, include the Form of Instructions in your Will even though this is
not generally read until some time afterwards when it may be too late to honour
your wishes if they have not already been publicised elsewhere.
* The Cinnamon Trust is ‘The National Charity for the elderly, the terminally ill,
and their pets’ and has a wealth of information on their website
www.cinnamon.org.uk
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G. The Burmese Cat Club has an excellent Bereavement Scheme and Benevolent
Fund (which is a registered charity) in place for their members. And they are
happy to share that with non-members (see I below). Name as a contact, the
BCC Benevolent Fund (Registered Charity No 1094488) c/o The Governing Council
of the Cat Fancy, 5 King’s Castle, Business Park, The Drove, Bridgwater, Somerset
TA6 4AG. The GCCF staff will immediately forward communications of this nature
to the current Hon Secretary of the BCC.
H. If you are making a donation in your Will to the BCC Benevolent Fund to be
used for the welfare of your cats, any residue will be retained by the Fund.
I. Non-members wishing the BCC Benevolent Fund to take care of their cats
should indicate their instructions as above. A donation for this purpose should be
made direct to the BCC Benevolent Fund, c/o The Principal Trustee whose contact
details can be found out on enquiry to The Governing Council of the Cat Fancy as
above, or by means of a bequest.
J. Give the Club discretion to take the action considered appropriate at the time.
It is most important that there is flexibility to avoid a cat being kept in long-term
care.
I can forward you the information and sample wordings/forms which I have
collected over the years, but I should stress, these are guidelines only to help
you cater for your pets after your death.
NO RESPONSIBILTY CAN BE ACCEPTED FOR USING THESE WITHOUT
CHECKING THEY ARE SUITABLE FOR YOUR NEEDS. Likewise, if any
legacies are required to ensure financial support is provided, you should
consult a suitably qualified solicitor (a STEP member is best) to draft a
Will, or codicil to your existing Will.
However, the following is the sort of information you should start with when
notifying your friends of your wishes. It’s never too early to do this.
You should have a section with details for each cat and provide as much
information as possible, this covers the basics:
Name……………………………………………………………. Chip number…………….....................................................
Breed…………………………………………………………….

Colour……………………………………………….........……………..

Age/DOB………………………………………………………..

Reg number……………………………………………………..........

Return to breeder as named below/Rehome
Instructions……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Please drop me an email with “Bereaved Cats” as the subject if you wish
me to send you the details I have. This will get you started BUT the
important thing to remember is only you can control what happens to your
pets and it’s never too early to do this!!
Julie Cherkas – jusarka@hotmail.co.uk
25

My House
My Cat
My Rules
1. THIS

IS THE CATS HOME,
Not yours, so show some
respect. If you have been
invited around, then you
know me well enough to
know I AM A CAT LOVER.

2. If

you want to sit down,
find an empty seat. DON’T
EXPECT THE CAT TO
MOVE.

3. If

you don’t want to get
covered in cat hair, then
DON’T SIT DOWN. Bring
a lint roller or strip off at
the door (although I
rather hope you don’t).

4. DON’T

ASK
ME
TO
REMOVE THE CAT from
the room. Would you ask
someone to shove their
child in the attic when
you come over?

5. If

you are allergic to cats,
then
that’s
not
my
problem, take a pill and
QUIT WHINING. Or better
still, don’t come over.

6. DON’T

SHOO AWAY THE
CAT if the cat decides to
say hello, please don’t be
rude or I’ll have to shoo
you out the door.

7. If the cat chooses to sit on

you, feel honoured not
annoyed. IF YOU UPSET
THE CAT then I will
unleash Hell. You have
been warned.

8. NO

NEED TO TELL ME
YOUR OPINION regarding
the cat being ‘allowed’ to
walk on the table, scratch
the sofa etc… See rule
number 1.

9. Saying

“ITS JUST A CAT”
to me is offensive; the cat
is part of my family. I love
and respect all my family,
including the ones with
four legs.

10.

Finally, remember this at
all times. I PREFER THE
CAT TO YOU

The Unique Selling Point of the Thai Cats: Personality
The cats from Thailand, the Korat, the Burmese, the Siamese, and the Khao
Manee, are certainly interesting to look at. They are beautiful. But, there are many
pretty cats out there. The Russian Blue, if you crawl on the ground and spy him
hiding behind the couch, is a lovely cat. What makes the Thai cats different is
their unique attachment to people. And, they are just born that way. It’s in their
DNA.
In marketing, marketeers speak of USP, or unique selling point. The USP of the
Thai cats is their personalities. It is fact that he or she will walk to your car, and
enjoy going on the errand. It is fact they greet guests because, as far as they are
concerned, all attention is good attention. It is a fact that they love your company
and will do anything to be with you.
A cat that rides with you, comes to his name, fetches, and sleeps with you, is a
unique cat. Pauline, busting her way into a tea party in Capri, 100 years ago, was a
unique cat. My Bruce Lee, sitting in the hot tub, neck deep in hot water, just to be
near me, was a unique cat.
Cats are pets. The word pet comes from the verb “to Pet”. We keep them so we
can pet them. What makes the Thai cats extra-ordinary is their COG like
personalities, their deep desire to be petted.
So, if you are looking for a devoted companion, who is likely to stalk you to the
end of the earth, you need a Thai cat!
By Dr. Douglas Schar
<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>

Winn Cat Quotes:
Friday cat quote: "Cats are absolute individuals, with their own ideas about everything, including
the people they own." ~ John Dingman
Friday cat quote: The cat is the only animal which accepts the comforts but rejects the bondage
of domesticity. ~ Georges-Louis Leclerc, Comte de Buffon (French naturalist, 1707-1788)
Friday cat quote: "Like a graceful vase, a cat, even when motionless, seems to flow." ~ George
F. Will (American editor & news commentator)
Friday cat quote: I have noticed that what cats most appreciate in a human being is not the
ability to produce food which they take for granted - but his or her entertainment value. ~
Geoffrey Household (British novelist, 1900-1988)
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Guidelines for Cats – Part 2
Play
This is an important part of your life. Get enough sleep in the daytime so you are fresh for your nocturnal
games. Below are listed several favourite cat games that you can play. It is important, though, to maintain
one's dignity at all times. If you should have an accident during play, such as falling off a chair, immediately
wash a part of your body as if to say "I meant to do that!" The general rule is, “When in doubt, wash!” It fools
those humans every time.
Cat Games
a.. Catch Mouse
The humans would have you believe that those lumps under the covers are their feet and hands. They are
lying. They are actually Bed Mice, rumoured to be the most delicious of all the mice in the world, though no cat
has ever been able to catch one. Rumour also has it that only the most ferocious attack can stun them long
enough for you to dive under the covers to get them. Maybe YOU can be the first to taste the Bed Mouse!
b.. King of the Hill
This game must be played with at least one other cat. The more, the merrier! One or both of the sleeping
humans is Hill 303 which must be defended at all costs from the other cat(s). Anything goes. This game allows
for the development of unusual tactics as one must take the unstable playing theatre into account.
Warning: Playing either of these games to excess will result in expulsion from the bed and possibly from the
bedroom. Should the humans grow restless, immediately begin purring and cuddle up to them. This should buy
you some time until they fall asleep again. If one happens to be on a human when this occurs, this cat wins the
round of King of the Hill.
Toys
Any small item is a potential toy. If a human tries to confiscate it, this means that it is a good toy. Run with it
under the bed. Look suitably outraged when the human grabs you and takes it away. Always watch where it is
put so you can steal it later. Two reliable sources of toys are dresser tops and wastebaskets. There are several
types of cat toys.
a.. Bright shiny things like keys, brooches, or coins should be hidden so that the other cat(s) or humans can't
play with them. They are generally good for playing hockey with on uncarpeted floors.
b.. Dangly and/or string-like things such as shoelaces, cords, gold chains, and dental floss (& Q-tips) also make
excellent toys. They are favourites of humans who like to drag them across the floor for us to pounce on.
c.. When a string is dragged under a newspaper or throw rug, it magically becomes the Paper/Rug Mouse and
should be killed at all costs. Take care, though. Humans are sneaky and will try to make you lose your dignity.
Scratching Posts
It is advised that cats use any scratching post the humans may provide. They are very protective of what they
think is their property and will object strongly if they catch you sharpening your claws on it. Being sneaky and
doing it when they aren't around won't help, as they are very observant. If you are an outdoor kitty, trees are
good. Sharpening your claws on a human is not recommended.
Paper Bags
Within paper bags dwell the bag mice. They are small and camouflaged to be the same colour as the bag, so
they are hard to see. But you can easily hear the crinkling noises they make as they scurry around the bag.
Anything, up to and including shredding the bag, can be done to kill them. Note: any other cat you may find in a
bag hunting for bag mice is fair game for a sneak attack, which will usually result in a great Tag match.
Cats as Humanitarians
Humans have a very tenuous hold on reality and it’s up to cats to help them maintain their grasp on said reality.
For instance, humans often speak to imaginary friends while holding a small object to their ear, with no other
humans in sight, obviously losing touch with the real world! A cat must put a stop to this as quickly as possible!
Climb on the human and get your face right up in theirs and meow very loudly until the human acknowledges
you, therefore bringing them back to reality. If that fails, use the top of your head to try and knock the small
object out of their hand/away from their ear, which almost always succeeds in stopping their talking to thin air.
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£Treasurer’s Notes
Well, after what seems forever, time for the fingers to caress the keyboard again and more words of wonder and
wisdom from your treasurer ~ don't know what's in the bottle but it seems to be working wonders! My thanks to
those of you who remembered to pay your subscription for this year. Well Done. For the others, then this is the
usual reminder to send me your cheques! Or you can use PayPal via treasurerkca@btinternet.com
Our part of the country has thankfully escaped the worst of the winter storms and I hope that you are all safe and
sound and not too wet! As I am writing this the spring sunshine is just starting to fade, a much more cheerful
outlook on the garden but that means dusting down the mower!!!! Now where did I put that sun lounger????
Just found a few more entries from our cat's diary, thought you might like a read ….
DAY 752 -- My captors continue to taunt me with bizarre little dangling objects. They dine lavishly on fresh meat,
while I am forced to eat dry cereal. The only thing that keeps me going is the hope of escape, and the mild
satisfaction I get from ruining the occasional piece of furniture. Tomorrow I may eat another houseplant.
DAY 761 -- Today my attempt to kill my captors by weaving around their feet while they were walking almost
succeeded, must try this at the top of the stairs. In an attempt to disgust and repulse these vile oppressors, I
once again induced myself to vomit on their favourite chair... I must try this on their bed.
DAY 762 -- Slept all day so that I could annoy my captors with sleep depriving, incessant pleas for food at
ungodly hours of the night.
DAY 765 -- Decapitated a mouse and brought them the headless body, in an attempt to make them aware of
what I am capable of, and to try to strike fear into their hearts. They only cooed and condescended about what a
good little cat I was... Hmmm. Not working according to plan......
DAY 768 - I am finally aware of how sadistic they are. For no good reason I was chosen for the water torture.
This time however it included a burning foamy chemical called "shampoo." What sick minds could invent such a
liquid. My only consolation is the piece of thumb still stuck between my teeth.
And finally, a little snippet to end on a smile ….
A Yorkshireman takes his cat to the vet.
Yorkshireman: "Ayup lad, I need to talk to thee about me cat".
Vet: "Is it a tom?"
Yorkshireman: "Nay, I've browt it with us."
Cheers All.
Brian.
st

Don’t forget, your subs were due on 1 January. Use the form below or Paypal to send us your pennies!
-------------------------------------------------------------KCA Subscriptions for 2014 became due on 1st January
Single: £9

Joint: £11

Overseas: £12

To include a paper newsletter

Single: £7

Joint: £ 9

No overseas supplement

Newsletter sent by email

Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
________________________

Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Send your cheques, payable to Korat Cat Association, to:
Brian Lacey (Treasurer), The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF

Remember you can pay via PayPal using ~ treasurerkca@btinternet.com ~ quite a few are using this now.
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KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS
NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mrs H Allinson
Norwich
Ms E Beckett
Hampshire
Mr R & Mrs L Best
Cardiff
Mr & Mrs L Black
London
Ms Julie Cherkas*
Southampton
Ms Jo Collar
Surrey
Miss J Couch*
South Wales
Mrs S L Edwards
Wirral
Mrs C Harding-Brown*
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins*
Manchester
Mrs J Jeffers*
Isle of Man
Mrs J Lacey*
Rutland
Mrs A & Ms B Locher
London
Miss C Nichols*
Humber Bridge
Mr O Rabia*
Carlisle
Mrs M Saunders
Devon
Ms G Sinclair
London
Miss C Treacher
London
Mr W Wilkinson
North Cotswolds
Mrs S Williams-Elliss*
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson
Herefordshire

Alakazam
01508 538090
Indigo
023 9229 6647
Myfanwy
029 2084 2845
Kanzona
020 7485 1211
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
No Prefix
07799 062143
Jasumik
01792 791207
Moei
01516 395067
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Maipenrai
01624 823655
Jenanca
01664 474408
Bikila
020 8898 4299
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Camacoona
07502 028753
Chandrakan
01395 597791
Sawatao
07814 894733
Saluay
07714 279625
Theoaks
01608 651140
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

heatherallinson@btinternet.com
beckett199@btinternet.com
richpbest@hotmail.com
felicityvincent@googlemail.com
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
j.collar@ntlworld.com
tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk
sherylleona@hotmail.co.uk
animalantix@me.com
www.animalantix.com
koorahk_korats34@hotmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jj@korat.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
www.jenanca.com
walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk
beatricelocher@hotmail.com
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
camacoona@aol.com
www.cobs-can.co.uk/camacoona.htm
mary23@btinternet.com
gab.s@virgin.net
clare.treacher83@gmail.com
williewilkinson@btinternet.com
serennol@yahoo.co.uk
www.serennol.co.uk
lizziecatw@higford.orangehome.co.uk

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS BREEDERS
Ms C Baird
Mr B Pollesche

Primprau’s
Kobalt

Denmark
Germany

dkkorat@yahoo.dk
bpollesche@arcor.de

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
K&TCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KCA website.
Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais),
number of each sex still available and date the kittens will be ready for their new homes.

Please remember to let Julie know when your kittens have been placed.
www.korats.org.uk

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE KORAT & THAI CAT ASSOCIATION
WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE OLIVER BIRD HALL, SOLIHULL B91 3RQ
ON SUNDAY, 27th April 2014 AT 2.00 PM

AGENDA
1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Minutes of the AGM of 2013

3.

Matters arising from these minutes

4.

Chairman's Report

5.

The Secretary’s report on the work of the Committee

6.

The Hon Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement

7.

Appointment of a suitably qualified independent person to examine the accounts

8.

The Show Secretary’s report

9.

Presentation of Change of Status rosettes & Points Certificates

10.

GCCF Delegate's report

11.

Election of the President & Vice-President

12.

Election of Committee Members

13.

The election of a delegate and substitute delegate to Council.

14.

Items for discussion:
a) Change to the Show entry format and ideas for Olympian class changes.
b) Easy Mind System – EMS Codes explained.
c) London Pet Show
d) Club Newsletter and Website
e) Revised Korat & Thai Breeding Policy
f) Vetting in for cats residing at different addresses

15.

Any other business

THE AGM IS THE OCCASION TO EXPRESS YOUR OPINION ON HOW
YOUR CLUB’S AFFAIRS ARE BEING RUN
Please Contact the Secretary, Julie Cherkas, if you wish to add to the agenda, which
can be updated via the website if necessary.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE KORAT & THAI CAT
ASSOCIATION
The meeting was held at the Oliver Bird Hall, Solihull, on 2nd June 2013.
Eight members were present: Dr C Bertram, Ms E Beckett, Ms J Cherkas, Mrs J Day, Mrs D Hillier-Kidston, Mrs J Jewkes,
J Lacey, and Mrs S Williams Elliss

Mrs

Ms J Cherkas (Vice-Chairman) opened the meeting at 2.15pm, after members had shared lunch
together. She welcomed those present and thanked them for attending the meeting.
Apologies for absence were received from:Mr L & Mrs F Black, Mr W and Mrs S Edwards, Ms S L Edwards, Mrs J Hard, Mr R Hard, Mrs C
Harding-Brown, Mrs T Heath, Mrs J Jeffers, Mr R Jewkes, Mr B Lacey, Mr W & Mrs A Locher, Ms
B Locher, Ms G Terry and Mrs C Tew
2.

Minutes of the meeting May 20th 2012

These had been circulated in advance via the Newsletter. The Club’s name was amended in the
heading to Korat & Thai and they were then approved by the meeting on the proposal of Mrs
Jewkes, seconded Dr Bertram.
3.

Matters

Arising

a) Item 5) Secretary’s Report - Probationer Judges
It was observed that after a period when KBAC had not been very active, because of having no
active Probationers Judges, there now were four. This would be brought to the attention of
members in the Newsletter to encourage those who showed Korats and/or Thais to enter their
classes so they gained the relevant experience.
b) Item 6) GCCF Computer Fund
Mrs Lacey reported that transfers and registrations could now be applied for online with payment
made directly by credit card. This had taken slightly longer to achieve than planned, but once the
work was completed registering into the system and making use of the facility had gone very
smoothly. The good news was that much had been done by volunteers, which had kept costs low and
loans from club secure.
c) Item 14c) Premier Prefix Scheme
The idea of this had not been welcomed in Council initially. Part of the problem was the name as
Premier was associated with show titles and it was stated emphatically that those who had paid for
prefixes should be perceived as equal. However, it had been relaunched under the title of the GCCF
Breeder Scheme, with packs going out in the winter and the first approved applicants being listed on
the dedicated section of the website in March. There were currently 115 members which had
exceeded expectations, and all sections were represented.
4.

The

Chairman's

Report

Mr Edwards had sent apologies for being unable to attend the meeting. His three year term of office
was completed and he now wished for a break from serving on the Committee.
Long term members present commented on how loyally both Bill and Sylvia had served the club over
the years, particularly in coming to shows (Club and Supreme) to present immaculately polished
trophies and give support generally. They would be missed, though their reasons for having to stand
down were appreciated.
It was agreed that acknowledgement of support and effort should be sent along with thanks for a job
well done. (After discussion to agree something suitable it was settled that a £50 token for Vintage
Inns would be appropriate as something they could use and enjoy equally).

5.

The Committee Report

Mrs Lacey remarked at present the work of the Committee centred largely on three club events:
the AGM each spring which gave members a chance to get together, the Korat & Thai exhibition at
the Supreme with the Club Row table and the club’s on show in January. They had worked
successfully, thanks to the dedication of a few, and the Supreme successfully promoted the breeds.
An additional opportunity to do this was provided by the London Pet Show. Korats had been present
in 2012 and 2013 and those who were taken had been superb ambassadors, playing to the crowd and
enjoying the hands on attention that came throughout the day. Mrs Lacey and Mrs Day had been at
Earls Court in 2012 and Mr and Mrs Black had attended this year. It was certainly something worth
repeating.
In between events the Newsletter had been published thanks to the commitment of the Editor and
those who contributed. The Secretary commented she was certain the Newsletter and Club Website
had played significant role in maintaining membership. Very few members were involved actively in
breeding or showing, but they enjoyed being part of the Korat & Thai community and that meant
they kept supporting the club. This was in contrast to other small clubs, some of whom were
struggling to remain viable, and would have to petition Council to retain their delegate. The Korat &
Thai CA had over double the membership required for this.
This year there had been two Committee Meetings, both quorate, and the third meeting had been
held by conference call once again. All Committee Members found this a very satisfactory method
of communicating and a great deal cheaper than having to travel to a meeting.
Thai promotion to Championship Status was now imminent (on the agenda for the June Council
Meeting). A change to GCCF rules meant that an application had not had to be made, which saved
hours having to be spent on quite a lot of paperwork. There was a rule change proposed which
removed Provisional Status, and breeds at this level had automatic promotion.
In January the club show had taken place once again, but there had been another fall in numbers. As
there was going to be a change of date for 2014 it was hoped there would be an improvement.
6.

The

Hon

Treasurer’s

Report

Mr Lacey was unable to be at the meeting to present the accounts but had sent a report to say he
was happy with state of the finances currently. The club was viable and had sufficient membership
to support its expenses, plus a reasonable reserve. He noted that it looked as though there had been
money made over the past year, but that was because the profit made from the show in 2011, as
well as that of 2012, was now available, and the 2013 income had been received by the end of
2012, though the expenses had not been paid. For the first time the show had made a slight loss.
Just one more entry would have made the difference. Returns to GCCF had been made and there had
been no queries. The accounts were approved by Mrs Day seconded by Mrs Williams Elliss.
7.

Appointment of a qualified independent person to examine the accounts.

There was a query over whether it Mr or Mrs Curry who carried out this function. Mr Lacey
explained that at first it was Richard, then his wife Marion had taken over , as he travelled and
wasn’t always around at the time the accounts had to be checked. Mr Jewkes proposed, Mrs
Williams seconded, that Mrs M Curry continue in this role. This was agreed.
8.

The

Show

Support

Secretary’s

Report

Ms Sheryl Edwards had resigned from this role and from the Committee as due to ill health she was
no longer breeding and exhibiting Korats and could not commit to the travel to meetings. It was
agreed she should be thanked for the work she had done for the club.
Mrs Day had taken over the Show Support Secretary’s job throughout the year and gave the report.
She congratulated Ms Cherkas on being breeder of the year, but said it was a shame she’d had no
competition for this as others had not submitted their results. She hoped there would be more
enthusiasm next year.

Mrs Lacey had achieved BIS at the Korat & Thai CA show with her neuter, who had remained calm
in the midst of Korat backchat from others. More exhibits were needed at the show and it was hoped
that a change to April 6th, with the chance of reasonable weather and lighter evenings, would
encourage more people to make the journey. She would definitely be asking for a better place for
the club table at the new venue, as being squashed into a corner by the door had been really
uncomfortable, and not a good place to attract the attention of show visitors.
The BIS drapes had looked good, and would be slightly adjusted with ties to be added. They were
also useful for Supreme presentations. The next improvement she thought could be made was to
display. Ideas would be welcome.
9.

Presentation of change of status rosettes

These would have to be sent as they were not available at the meeting. Mrs Tew would be asked to
send the certificates to Mrs Lacey so they could go out with the rosettes.
10.

Delegate’s

Report

Mrs Lacey said she had attended all three meetings of Council and written these up in detail for the
GCCF website , with an edited version for the K&TCA Newsletter, so she didn’t intend to give a long
report as all the information had already been given to members. There was nothing that was
particular to Korats and Thais, but it was satisfying that a proposal from the K&TCA Committee
had been accepted. This meant that all cats and kittens sold as ‘tested’ for a specific genetic or
physical condition had to have this supported by a microchip number that was on the test report and
veterinary record. This prevented breeders swapping kittens, or a new owner making a claim
against a breeder.
11.

Election

of

President

and

Vice-President

Ms Cherkas proposed, seconded by Mrs Day, that Mrs Judith Jewkes continue as President. Mrs
Day proposed, Mrs Lacey seconded that Mrs Jane Hard continue as Vice-President. There were no
other nominations for either post so Judith and Jane retained office.
12.

The Election Of Committee Members

This year there were three resignations from the Committee: Mr B & Mrs S Edwards, and Ms S
Edwards. It was known that Mrs Tew (co-opted 2012) was willing to continue and Ms Beckett and
Mrs Hillier Kidston were wanting join. All present welcomed the new Committee Members.
13.

Election of Delegate and Substitute Delegate

Mrs Lacey was proposed by Mrs Jewkes, seconded by Ms Cherkas as Delegate.
Ms Beckett was proposed by Mrs Lacey and seconded by Mrs Day, as substitute. There being no
other nominations the positions were filled as above. (Ms Cherkas would also be at Council
representing an area club).
14.

Hot

topics

for

discussion

a) The restructuring of the Foreign Section: addition of a Rex Section
There were now only Korats, Russians and Abyssinians in the Original Foreign Grand group, though
they would be joined by Russian Blacks & Whites and the Thais from October. If the Khao Manees
gained recognition they would probably be allocated to this group as well, though they would have
assessment classes initially. The other Foreign Grand remained much larger. It was considered that
there should be no proposal for change to this situation at present. Members wanted to see how
things worked out and what the level of competition was.
b) Continuation of the K&TCA Show as an annual event
This topic had been added to the agenda before the change to the time of year for the show had been
known. It was agreed that every effort had to be made to make a success of an April event.

c) Championship Status for the Thai Lilc and Thai Blue Point.
This had already been reported, and there was nothing further to discuss. If the rule change was
made and automatic promotion accepted then the first certificate classes would be at shows form
26th October 2013.
d) Annual Elections for GCCF Officers
Mrs Lacey said the Celtic LH & SLH Club had a proposal at Council to change annual elections for
officers to three yearly terms with one re-election possible, so that on officer could remain in the
same position for six year in total, instead of the three permitted at present. She thought this was
fine if the officers were good, but it could lead to difficulties if not. If things were left as they were
the worst that could happen was that an exceptionally good person could be out of office for a
maximum of one year, which was preferable to having a weak leader there for three. There was
general agreement on this.
15.

Any

other

business

There were several comments on how poorly the RSPCA had behaved when they had had Korats at
the Leicester rescue centre. They could not handle them, but were only prepared to release them
for money.
Ms Cherkas said she was investigating dual microchip registration as a possible way to retain an
‘ownership’ for a cat when its owner died, as written agreements became void in these
circumstances. She hoped to find a way to keep kittens she homed out of rescue and would share any
definite information she gained on this matter.
The meeting finished at 3.31pm

KORAT CAT ASSOCIATION - ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2013
1st January 2013 - 31 December 2013
Closing balances/Assets

2012

2013

Girobank
Deposit
Show Joint Acc
Paypal Account
Secured loan to GCCF

£ 1557.26
£ 2378.00
£ 110.09

£
£
£
£
£

Total

£4345.35

£

300.00

1555.94
2378.11
0.00 (closed)
284.80
300.00

£ 4518.85

INCOME & EXPENDITURE

Sales & raffle
Welfare donations
From KBAC for hall hire
Show profits 11/12
Show entry
Deposit interest
Subscriptions total

2012

2013

44.00
20.00
0.00
311.34
377.00
0.08
817.00

29.00
369.32
0.00
110.09
0.00
0.12
618.00

96.00

198.00
140.00
110.00
108.00
43.00

1569.42

1126.53

Single 22 @ £9
Single (elec) 20 @£7
Double 10 @ £11

Double (elec) 12 @ £9
Advance payment

Delegate's Expenses
Newsletter Expenses
GCCF affiliation sub
Supreme support
Show licence
Show support
Show share expense
Room hire
KCA Website
GCCF IT Loan
Welfare support

Paypal charges
Office exp

Income/expenditure

2012

2013

100.00
273.17
68.30
86.00
25.00
64.56
0.00
44.00
0.00
300.00
0.00

0.00
123.00
69.20
66.50
25.00
0.00
395.72
46.00
0.00
0.00
110.00
7.52
0.00

0.00
961.03

842.94

£608.39

£283.59

Reconciliations
Girobank

Show Account (K&TCA)

Opening balance
Income
Total
Expenses

£ 1557,26
£ 724.10
£ 2281.36
(£ 725.42)

Balance

£1555.94

Paypal

Carried f’wd from joint show acc
Show income (recd 2012)
Show expenses (pd 2013)

£110.09
£ 377.00
£ 395.72

2013 Show loss
(£18.72)
(see general account, no separate show account)
Nationwide Treasurer’s Account

Opening Balance
Income
Expenses

£ 0.00
£402.32
(£117.52)
£284.80

Openimg balance
Transfer from Current Acc
+ Interest accumulated

Balance 31.12.13:

£4345.35 + £283.59 - £110.09 (transfer)

................................................................... J B Lacey, (Treasurer)

....................................................................M Curry, (examined accounts)
39 Stapleford Road Whissendine, Oakham, Rutland LE15 7HF

£2378.00
£ 0.00
£ 0.11
£2378.11
£ 4518.85

