
 
                                        Autumn  2012 

www.korats.org.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                       



 

K&TCA Officers & Committee 
Website: www.korats.org.uk 

 
President 

Mrs Judith Jewkes 
 

Vice President 
Mrs Jane Hard 
01747 853655 

 
Chairman 

Mr Bill Edwards  
01782 632581  

sam_delicata@yahoo.co.uk 
  

Vice Chairman 
Ms Julie Cherkas 
023 8090 4187  

jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Honorary Secretary and GCCF Delegate 
Mrs Jen Lacey, Cottage Cattery, 25-27 Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF 

01664 474408 
jen.lacey@btinternet.com 

 
Honorary Treasurer 

Mr Brian Lacey, Cottage Cattery, 25-27 Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF 
01664 474408 

johnbrian.lacey@btinternet.com 
 

Show Support Secretary 
Mrs Jenny Day 
01733 231819 

jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk 
 
Newsletter Editor 

Ms Julie Cherkas, 216 Northam Road, Southampton  SO14 0QE 
023 8090 4187 

jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
  

Committee Members 
Member Location Telephone Number Email address 

Dr Caroline Bertram Southampton 023 8057 9062 carolinebertram@sky.com 
Ms Julie Cherkas ** Southampton 023 8090 4187 jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
Mrs Jenny Day Peterborough 01733 231819 Jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk 
Mrs Sheryl Edwards Wirral 0151 639 5067 sherylleona@hotmail.co.uk 
Mrs Sylvia Edwards Stafford 01782 632581 sam_delicata@yahoo.co.uk 
Mrs Janet Jeffers Isle of Man 01624 823655 jjkorat@manx.net 
Mrs Sarah Williams-Elliss Retford 01427 881005 serennol@yahoo.co.uk 
Mrs Catherine Tew Kettering 01536 761094 catherinetew@hotmail.com 

** Substitute GCCF delegate 
 

www.korats.org.uk 



 PICTURE GALLERY 
 

A rare picture showing all three breeds in one shot.   Left to Right; Thai Blue Point, Thai Lilac and Korat.
 

Pixel helping George to write his story.  George’s 
Mum writes: this photo sums up why I wanted him 
to have a cat.  She is his little friend and sat there 
to chat to him and rub noses while he was typing!  

 

Oliver (Thai Lilac) and Bluebell (Korat) oblivious 
to the world – oh to be a cat! 

Korat kittens! Awww!  “Honest Mum, it was this big” 

 



PICTURE GALLERY 
More pictures from our members..... 

Saothai (left) and Jaydee (right). Two young 
females imported from Thailand to add vigour to 

the gene pool.  See article on page 4 

Charley – what a hunk! 

Bluebell – not wanting to miss the trip to the 
shops! 

Frankie  [Thai Blue Point] – looking good aged 11 

Tigger [Thai Lilac] aged 1 year  Willow [Korat] ‐ Aged 10 years.  She is Tigger’s  
Gran – it’s almost like looking in a mirror!  

 
PLEASE SEND IN PICTURES OF YOUR CATS TO BE INCLUDED IN A FUTURE NEWSLETTER 

jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
SUMMER 2012 
 
The AGM in May of this year was well attended and matters were dealt 
with efficiently.    It was pleasing  to hear  that we have  recruited  seven 
more members  since  the  previous meeting.    Thanks  to  everyone who 
spread the word and the  importance of keeping the numbers up  in the 
Association. 
 
In  the  spring  newsletter  I  asked  everyone  to  pray  for  rain,  I  must 
apologise for this, yes it has rained but to be honest I never expected so 
much. As you know, it has been a nightmare for some people in certain 
areas  so  give  them  a moment’s  thought  in  the hope  that  they will be 
able to return to a normal life. 
 
Once  again,  it’s  that  time  of  year  so  let’s  think well  ahead  about  the 
Supreme Cat Show at  the NEC  in Birmingham on 24th November 2012.  
So  let’s  have  lots  of  Korats  on  show  to  promote  the  breed. Also,  any 
volunteers to man the display table would be most welcome. 
 
I hope you enjoy what’s left of the so‐called summer, but don’t pray for 
any more rain! 
 
Kind regards 
 
Bill Edwards – K&TCA Chairman 
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Editor’s Note 
 

Well, the first thing I have to say is, I’m sorry this issue has taken so long to produce – in 
fact, it’s so overdue I’ve renamed it Autumn 2012!  My excuse, well there are actually a few 
but the main one is, I was waiting for the summer – but I must have blinked and missed it!!!  
To be serious though, check out page 16 which will explain a little of the delay and my 
apologies go to those who have obviously written their contributions while we were basking in 
all that sunshine!  Please bear that in mind when reading their (now dated) comments. 
 
KCA website – We are looking for some help with the website, see Page 6.  Also, any feedback 
on the website, good or bad, is always welcome.  You can email me directly from the links on 
the website at www.korats.org.uk 
 

Show News – the Supreme Cat Show is being held at the NEC on 24 November 2012.  We 
have Kittens on exhibition in Club Row this year – one of each – a Korat, Thai Lilac and Thai 
Blue Point!  They are raring to give “cuddles” so do come and say hello.  Then our 7th 
Championship Breed Show is on 5th January 2013 – a change of venue this year but still near 
Coventry.  See the next page for further details. 
 
We need to get more Korats & Thais out there on the show benches.  The Thais could have 
Championship status next year, the application should be in soon after the New Year so 
fingers crossed we’ll have the first Champion Thai Lilac and Thai Blue Point cats by the end of 
2013.  If anyone wants to join in the fun of showing their Korat or Thai cats, do please 
contact one of the committee members who will be happy to support you. 
 
And those who already show their Korats and Thais, don’t forget to let Jen Day know about 
any new titles gained in 2012.  Jen also needs to have your 2012 results so that she can 
allocate the prizes for Best Adult, Kitten, Neuter and Breeder.  See details of this on Page 8. 
 
Red Dots – do you have a red dot on the front page of your newsletter?  If so, you need to 
pay your 2012 subs before the end of November or this will be your last newsletter.   Any 
disputes, please contact Brian, see Page 19; and for the different payment methods available.  
 

Newsletter articles – I still need articles for future issues.  Thank you to all our 
contributors; please keep sending in your articles - and photos!  The deadline for the next 
issue is very soon due to this issue being so late!!!  Make sure you send me your photos and 
articles by the end of November. 
 

Enjoy your newsletter and I hope to see some of you at the Supreme Show!! ☺ 
 

Julie Cherkas, KCA Newsletter Editor 
Email your contributions to me at: jusarka@yahoo.co.uk  

or you can send paper copies to me at 216 Northam Road, Southampton, SO14 0QE.   
 
 
 
 

              Photographs, courtesy of 
            Chris Brignall, Petographer 
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SUPREME CAT SHOW 

At the NEC, Birmingham on 24 Nov 2012 

Come and see us on Club Row, say hello, have a chat and the best bit.... 

There will be 3 kittens handing out cuddles!   

♥  A Korat, a Thai Lilac and a Thai Blue Point  ♥ 

Hopefully, there will also be plenty of Korats in competition too. 

We hope to see you there. 

ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ 

Korat & Thai 7th Championship Show 
Change of Venue 

Let’s make this a record breaking entry for our breed show on  

5th January 2013 

We have a brand new venue at The Sports Connection,  

Leamington Road, Ryton-on-Dunsmore, Nr Coventry  CV8 3FL 

Any of the committee members will be more than happy to 
help if you want to enter your cats in the show.  

Contact details are inside the front cover of the newsletter 
 

Schedules and entry forms will be available for downloading soon, from the club 
website or via the link form the Show calendar page of the GCCF website. 

It would be wonderful to have more than 20 Korats & Thais there in January. 

Promote your Korats!!  It’s time to get your cats’ out there, show them off,  
and let the general public, throughout the UK, know what a Korat is!   

 
Even if you can’t get to the show in Coventry, there are plenty of GCCF shows 
around the country throughout 2013.  So if you want to join in the fun and show off 
your cats, feel free to contact any of the committee members.  They will be able to 
put you in touch with someone who will be happy to show you the ropes at your 
nearest show venue.  Don’t forget though, that the closing dates for entries are 
usually about a month before the show date; so do plan ahead. 
 

See the points system details, run by Jen Day our Show Support Secretary, on pages 8 & 9. 
Points make Prizes!!! 



Cat Commandments 

 

 

Creation According to Cat: 
 
On the first day of creation, God created the cat.  
On the second day, God created man to serve the cat.  
On the third day, God created all the animals of the earth to serve as potential food for the cat.  
On the fourth day, God created honest toil so that man could labour for the good of the cat.  
On the fifth day, God created the sparkle ball so that the cat might, or might not, play with it.  
On the sixth day, God created veterinary science to keep the cat healthy and the man broke.  
On the seventh day, God tried to rest but he had to empty the litter tray! 
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Help Needed! 
 
Is anyone out there a whizz at typesetting in Word or something similar?  The club has a number of 
useful information leaflets which we’d like to get formatted for printing from the website.  I would 
prefer them as Word documents so they can be easily updated in the future.  I can email the basic 
wording which  should be “paged”  in a Word  friendly manner,  suitable  for changing  to a pdf  for 
leaflet printing.   
 
Please contact me if you think you can help.                 

Julie Cherkas – K&TCA Editor & Webmaster 
 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 
 

Genetic Testing – Club Discount 
 
Langford Veterinary Services, Diagnostics Laboratory is offering a discount to K&TCA Club members 
on all DNA tests.  Coat colours can easily be tested for using buccal cells from a simple cheek swab.  
For  those wishing  to either breed  the Thais, or exclude  the  recessive genes  from  their breeding 
program, these tests are very useful, but the expense can mount up.   
 
A 20% discount  is available  for  fully paid up members – the discount code can be obtained  from 
Jen Lacey, Club Secretary (details inside front cover).  Details of the other tests available, together 
with the submission forms, can be found on the website 
 

http://www.langfordvets.co.uk/laboratory_owners.htm 
 

Please note: The GM  test available at  LDL  is  for Burmese, not Korats.   GM1 & GM2  testing  for 
Korats cannot be done at Langford, however, these can still be performed by UC Davis. 
 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 
 

Correction 
 
I  inadvertently  omitted  a  couple  of  titles  from  the  gorgeous  Maipenrai  Dowjai  in  the  last 
newsletter. His  entry on page  4  should have  shown his  full  title  (as  shown on his photo  in  the 
colour supplement) as UK & Imp Gr Pr Maipenrai Dowjai.  Apologies to all concerned.         Editor 

 
<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 

 
A Belated Thank You! 

 
Another correction, of sorts, to the previous  issue.    I should have given credit to Jen Day for the 
wonderful photos of the cats taken at the K&TCA Show in January.  We had two pages of delightful 
colour pictures – not an easy task!   Jen  is now officially our designated show photographer – she 
gets such good pictures of, what I consider to be, very difficult subjects!   
Well done – keep it up!  Thank You Jen!                             Editor 
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Solomon’s Diary – Chapter Two 
 
First of all, I have to tell all those who have enjoyed Alice's diary for the last few years 
that sadly she has gone over the rainbow bridge.   I was pretty discombobulated for the 
first few days, and I could see that the human was feeling the same.  In a purely 
unselfish move, I decided to take her place on both lap and bed.  Now I understand why 
Alice held onto her 'parking rights' so vehemently - the human is quite comfortable in the 
lap department, and once I have schooled her into staying still all night long, her bed is 
quite nice too.  I have started to teach her my particular Korat dialect, and we are now 
having quite long and meaningful conversations.  This has taken quite a lot of my energy, 
as the Koratese she learnt from Alice was an octave higher, and sounded like 'mee-
noonie' and 'Waa-waa' and words like that.  She now understands words I use, like 
'mewooow' ('I'm home, what about supper?') and 'rrrrrhow' (Is that what you call a meal 
for a cat?') and wahwahwahwah ('I'm dying of starvation here'). 
 
The human went away overnight a while ago.  (Don't worry, she got someone to come in 
to feed the most important cat in the world).  While she was enjoying watching Charlotte 
Dujardin, Carl Hester and Laura Bechtolsheimer winning gold medals in Greenwich, I got 
into an eensey weensey bit of trouble with some lowlife moggy in the Southampton area.  
Anyhow, a few days later I felt a bit off colour and the human found an abcessy sort of 
hole in my head.  She took me off in the car, and a woman in a white coat stuck a needle 
in me.   Apart from some quite unnecessary twice daily head washing everything got 
back to normal very quickly - but the human keeps complaining about how much my little 
jaunts are costing her.  Serves her right for deserting me... 
 
One problem with being an only cat is that anything that goes wrong in the house gets 
attributed to the sole feline - me.  Whereas Alice enjoyed moving socks around, I like to 
hide shoes. I know they are bigger than I am, but there is something very satisfying 
about getting my little teeth into the leather and dragging them round the house before 
leaving them under a bed, or behind a radiator.   I mentioned above that the human is 
learning Koratese, but when she loses her shoes, I am learning bad human words just as 
fast.  My word, she doesn't half go on and on and on ...  Of course, the word she used 
when she stepped on the fresh rodent present (I caught it especially to say thank-you for 
caring for me so well) was untranslatable.  I wish she would understand that I am trying 
to reduce her weekly Tesco bill. Anyway, it was the same word she used when I tried to 
help her finish her oil painting of a couple of my large African cousins.  Who says that 
blue African skies don't normally have yellow paw prints wandering across them?  She 
had to turn them into some very large and scary birds….. 
 
Solomon.  (Aka Solly/His Solship/the Solmeister)  
 
Transcribed, as usual, by the devoted Human Slave, Caroline Bertram 

 
 



WILL WE SEE YOU AND YOUR KORAT  

OR THAI AT THE K&TCA SHOW? 

WE NEED MORE KORATS & THAIS TO BE SHOWN!! 

Why not enter the Korat & Thai Cat Association Show in January?  Or, 
if you prefer not to travel too far, look up shows which are nearer your 

home on the GCCF website. 
 

http://www.gccfcats.org/showsnew.html 
 

Contact any member of the committee and they will put you in touch with other 
regular show-goers who will be more than happy to help and support you if you 
haven’t shown before.  And you never know, you may catch the showing bug!!   

We all have! 
 

Schedules and entry forms will be available soon from the K&TCA Website.                               

Did your Korat gain a GCCF title in 2012? 
 

Korats belonging to fully paid up K&TCA members will receive a  
Beautiful rosette, in the club colours to honour their achievement. 

 ~ showing their title and pedigree name ~  
 

To make sure your cat is awarded their rosette  
let Jen Day have details by the end of January 2013. 

                       The full list of 2012 title winners awarded rosettes will be  
                   published in the Spring 2013 Newsletter. 

   

Point Scoring and Prize Scheme         
 
In previous newsletters we asked everyone to inform Jen Day of their Korats’ GCCF show 
successes at 2012 shows.  It is up to you, the exhibitor, to tell Jen your results.  If you 
don’t inform her of your cats’ successes, she will be unable to award you any points.  Once 
the last show for 2012 has taken place, Jen will begin to collate points for the results she 
has been sent and you will have up until the end of January 2013 to let her have your 
results.  She will then allocate points and certificates will be awarded to the most 
successful, cats, owners and breeders. 
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Trophies are awarded to the top Korats & Thais from the K&TCA show.  Then points will 
be allocated for wins at any other GCCF show.  
 
Special laminated certificates will be awarded to the winners of each category: 

The top GCCF show Korats from 2012; Adult, Kitten, Neuter  
The top GCCF Korat breeders in 2012 

 
Points will be allocated, based on the Royal Canin points system, as follows: 

 
BREED CLASS 

Awarded IC, CC, PC or 1st in Kitten Class = 20 points 
2nd Place = 10 points 
3rd Place =5 points 

 
GRAND CLASS 

Awarded GCC, GPC or UKGR = 30 points 
Reserve GCC or Reserve GPC = 20 points 

W/H GCC or Res GPC = 15 points 
 

IMPERIAL CLASS 
Awarded Imp Gr CC or Imp Gr PC = 40 points 

Reserve IGC or Reserve IGP = 30 points 
W/H IGC or Res IGP = 15 points 

 
OLYMPIAN CLASS 

Awarded Olympian Adult or Neuter = 50 points 
Res Olympian = 40 points 

W/H Olympian = 20 points 
 

OTHER AWARDS 
Best of Breed award = 20 points 

Best of Variety Adult, Kitten, Neuter = 30 points 
Overall BOV = 40 points 

Overall Best in Show = 50 points 
 

If notification is not sent, no points will be awarded.  
 

Don’t be disappointed – make sure you have sent notification of your show wins to 
Jen Day by 31 January 2013 so that she can allocate your points. 

 
Send details to: jenday2011@hotmail.co.uk 



The Arrival of our Two Korats from Thailand 
 
On Friday the 8th June 2012, our two Korat females from Thailand arrived in Europe.  After spending 
nearly a whole year searching for them and planning their journey, it was hard to believe that the 
big Day had finally come!  It WAS a momentous day for my daughter, Anna, and I; one that we will 
never forget. 
 
The day before, we had set off at 6:20 am from Kettering: we wanted to arrive in Paris in advance, 
in order to sleep over  for the early  ‘collect’ at around 9am,  from WFS, the cargo company at the 
Roissy Charles de Gaulle Airport.   At home, everything was set up  in the room where Saothai and 
Jaydee were going to spend the next 2 or 3 weeks.  My vet had advised me to separate them from 
Gem and her kittens for at least 2 weeks, for safety reasons.  After driving through lots of rain in the 
UK, we cross into France via the Eurotunnel and finally arrived in Paris with the sun over our heads. 
 

Here,  I  want  to  pay  a  tribute  to  my  friend  Stéphane 
Monteilhet,  the person who made all  this  import possible by 
going  to  get  the  girls  from  Khun  Preecha’s  famous  Thai  Cat 
Centre  in  Amphawa.  You  can  see  a  photo  of  Khun  Preecha 
below, with  his  beloved  Siamese,  one  of  the  breed  of  cats 
which he  loves the best. Stéphane then  looked after our two 
kittens for several months, from 18 December 2011 to 7 June 
2012, until they were ready to travel. It was thanks to him that 
we  were  able  to  carry  out  the  rabies  blood  test,  send  the 
blood  samples  to  the UK  for  testing  and  organise  the  cargo 

shipping. He was the person who cared for them and cured them of the gastrointestinal virus they 
had contracted during a cold spell at the Centre, following last 
year’s terrible flooding in Thailand. In the photo above, you can 
see Saothai and Jaydee at the Vets on the 18th December 2011.  
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Stéphane had a worried Christmas  last year!   He also had  the 
worry of a ‘tumour’ on Saothai, which turned out to be nothing 
serious (thank god for my vet Chris for looking at the x‐rays for 
me!) and also a scratched eye, as Mina, his female, did not take 
very well to the newly arrived kittens! There was war in his flat 
as  the  peace  he  was  enjoying  with  his  wife  and  Mina  was 
disrupted by the arrival of these two poorly kittens. And Mina 
did  not  accept  them  for  many  months,  until  a  few  weeks 
before  they  left,  how  typical  is  that?    I  don’t  think  that 
Stéphane was expecting all this upheaval but he still coped and 
dealt with it.  I am not sure I would have done as well as him.  
 
So, the next morning, I was awake very early, using the hotel’s 
wi‐fi system to check the final arrival time of the plane on the 
internet.   I had been told by staff at WFS that, even though they open at 8am, I should not arrive 
too early to collect our cats, as they just would not be ready for collection yet.  We left the hotel at 
around 8am but, when we started driving and looking for WFS, Anna and I had a panic moment (or 
two), trying to find their building, even though, when we eventually saw it, it was so HUGE.  
 
We  did  finally  arrive  and  parked  our  car,  entered  the  building  and walked  up  to  the  reception 
counter, in this very modern and stylish building. The gentleman who worked at reception told us  



that, first, we had to clear the cats off at customs.  He handed us some paperwork which we had to 
take to the Customs building, just adjacent to WFS.  It is on the same site really, for convenience, as 
goods  need  to  be  declared  and  tax  paid  at  customs  first,  before  they  are  allowed  to  leave  the 
building. 

 
So, we came out the WFS building and practically ran to the ‘Douanes’ building.  But it was like an 
empty building, there was no one about!   The customs’ office  is actually  located directly over the 
WFS warehouse.  At this point, all of a sudden, I got really worried.  I guess we had to stand there 
for a  few minutes as  there was a young couple  in  front of us who were collecting  their dog.   All 
kinds  of  questions  and worries  started  bombarding my mind: what  if  they  found  some  kind  of 
problem with  the  forms, with  the  cats, with us… When our  turn  came, everything actually went 
very smoothly and quickly.  The man in charge took the paperwork from me and went to sit at his 
desk to have a look at it.  After applying a few staples, stamps and signatures, he handed it back to 
me and down the stairs we flew, so happy to have the green light to go and get our girls!  

 
All I could think of now is that they were waiting for us, in their carriers, and we had to be as quick 
as we could to get them out of there!   So we returned to the gentleman behind at reception and 
presented him with the correctly stamped paperwork. He then kept a part of  it and handed back 
the rest.  I think he could see how desperate we were to go and pick up our cats.  
 
I  hardly  said  good‐bye  him.    Anna  and  I  raced  down  the  corridor  which  leads  to  the  giant 
warehouse.   In there, were piles of goods and fork  lift trucks manoeuvring them from the back of 
the warehouse,  to  the  front, where  they would be collected by  their owners.    I handed over  the 
paperwork to a gentleman who  lived  in a portacabin type construction at the side of this chaotic 
organisation.   He came out of  the cabin and proceeded  to step onto one of  those  forklift  trucks!  
Anna and I looked at each other and I could see that we thought the same thing: he is not going to 
go and fetch them in this!!  But he DID!  After what felt like five eternally long minutes, we saw him 
whizzing  through  the plastic  curtains, back 
into the warehouse, and stop in front of the 
portacabin…and  there  they  were,  at  the 
front of his truck: Our two cats, in their blue 
carriers,  which  Stéphane  had  chosen  for 
them!!  In the picture opposite, you can see 
Jaydee at the front and Saothai at the back, 
in  their  carrier,  where  we  had  reunited 
them as soon as we could. 
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nd pleasant land. 

  
The  forklift  truck  man  gave  me  some 
papers back and said they were ours (‘Vous 
pouvez  les  prendre’).  Oh,  at  this  point,  I 
wanted  to  start  crying  out  of  joy  but  the 
instinct which was  urging me  to  just  pick 
them up and get out of there was stronger.  As we stepped outside, it felt like the sky was so high 
and so bright over our heads: all the worry had suddenly  lifted.   We finally had our two beautiful 
Korat girls with us and we just had to bring them back to the England’s green a
 
Catherine Tew – Naamjai Korats 

 
This story is to be continued in future newsletters. We are hoping Jaydee and Saothai will have 

 some beautiful and healthy kittens early next year, to ensure that our Korat cats  
here in Europe remain healthy and true to the Korat type from Thailand. 



Remember, Remember the fifth of November 
 
Gunpowder, treason and plot... 
 
 
November 5th and Bonfire Night 
is fast approaching and loud, 
unpredictable noises of fireworks 
can scare cats (and other 
animals), so it is important to 
take extra care and 
consideration of your cats during 
these periods.  And nowadays, 
there are so many other 
occasions, like Christmas and 
New Year, when fireworks 
provide a testing time if your pets 
don’t like them.  Of course, there 
are exceptions and as you can 
see in the picture opposite, some 
Korats actually enjoy a good 
firework display! 
 
 
The PDSA, FAB and other cat behaviour and health groups have developed a website that contains 
lots of useful information – www.petfireworkfear.co.uk – Some of their guidelines for cats include: 
 

 On evenings you expect fireworks, ensure your cat is safely inside and secure doors, windows 
and cat flaps. 

 Plugging a pheromone diffuser in the room where the cat spends most of the time 48 hours 
before the festivities will increase her sense of security. 

 Make sure your cat is microchipped. If they do escape, frightened, confused animals can easily 
get lost. 

 Draw curtains to reduce the noise from outside and play music or have the TV on to help mask 
the noise of fireworks. 

 If your cat hides on top of cupboards or under furniture, leave her alone and do not try to coax 
her out.  This ‘bolthole’ is where she will feel most secure. It is important that your pet can 
access her favourite bolthole at all times. 

 Ignore any fearful behaviour and do not try to comfort your cat. More importantly, do not try to 
pick her up or restrain her.  Fearful cats prefer to be left to cope on their own. 

 Try not to go out while the fireworks are going off. Stay calm and act normally. 
 If you are worried that your pet is taking a long time to recover from the firework festivities, 

speak to your vet.  Your vet may also wish to refer you to a behavioural therapist. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
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http://www.petfireworkfear.co.uk/


    Committee News
      Korat & Thai Cat Association

The AGM was in May once again this year. As travelling is so expensive, the meeting had a 
combined purpose. We began with a K&T BAC meeting at midday as there were judging matters 
needing consideration. This was followed by lunch and some social time before the formalities of the 
AGM itself. After a little more chat over tea it was time to deal with the electoral process for 
committee and planning the year ahead.   Quite a tough business schedule for those present 
throughout, especially when what we really want to do is talk about our cats. Thank goodness the 
room we’re in at the Oliver Bird has a kettle and ‘en suite’!  

The BAC meeting had been postponed as voting had to take place to propose two new Probationer 
Judges to Council for the Korat & Thai list. Charis White and George Godfrey are our only current 
PJs so please look out for them in schedules and enter cats under them or they won’t be able to get 
to know our lovely breed, learn the finer details about them and make progress. 

We ask all of you who can get to shows to do so. 
There’s a new club show points and awards competition 
as a bonus to certificates gained on the day. Also 
support those who might like to show for the first 
t ime .

Officers & Committee Members

There were very few changes. In common with many other small GCCF clubs we have a few 
stalwarts committed to keeping things together. It’s good that we now have the ease of electronic 
communication to keep in touch with each other and the membership.
 
Bill Edwards  remains as Cha i rman and Julie Cherkas  doubles as Vice Cha i rman and 
Newsletter Editor.

Jen & Brian Lacey continue their double act as Secretary and T r e a su r e r ,  but are quite 
happy to mentor anyone new who would like to take on either role.

Jen Day is taking on the role of Show Support Secretary  so look out for her new ideas.
We’re not saying goodbye to Sheryl Edwards. She’s staying involved, but via the web, as she 
can’t yet do the travelling. We wish her well for her continued recovery.

Catherine Tew has joined the Committee. She’s a committed Korateer and is already active in 
breed development and promotion. Watch for news of her two Korat imports from Thailand.

The chief aim for 2012-13 is to get the Thais promoted to Championship Status.  
We need just a few more Intermediate Certificate winners to complete the requirements. As always 
with our breeds we have the quality, but need the quantity.

K&TCA Show
The AGM vote was for this to continue in its current format. It will be held on the first Saturday of 
2013: 5th January, but no longer at Stoneleigh. The new venue is: 
The Sports Connexion, Leamington Rd, Ryton-on-Dunsmore West Midlands CV8 3FL 

It’s in the same area, not quite as remote, and a venue promising good facilities.
See you there (as long as the next grandchild isn’t early)!

Jen Lacey (Secretary)
The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Oakham, Rutland LE15 7HF



GCCF HOT TOPICS

At Council in June there was a fair amount of discussion on very 
much the same subjects that were of considerable interest at the 
K&TCA AGM.

Show Awards

It has to be said though, that the show structure is not the dominant theme at present. As was clear from 
the debate in February the current system is not enthusiastically supported. However, any ideas that have 
been put forward to change things haven’t gained anywhere near majority support either, so we’ll be 
sticking with what we have for the present. That means Breed Classes for those starting out, and entering 
the certificate class of the award you’re aiming for right up to Olympian level. At the June meeting the 
Chairman suggested that any club with new ideas for improvement should send them in to the office.  

Premier Prefix Scheme

Those of you with dogs may be familiar with the Kennel Club’s Assured Breeder Scheme (used to be 
Accredited Breeders). GCCF intends to offer a similar scheme to its prefix holders. In return for signing 
up to a strengthened Code of Ethics, which includes, for example, commitment to testing for genetic 
disease(s) relevant to the breed, continued support to the new owner, and veterinary endorsement, 
breeders would for a small sum be able to advertise kittens for sale via the GCCF website. As with the KC 
this should provide the indication that the breeder is following rules of best practice for welfare and 
husbandry. Monitoring would be via feedback forms completed by new owners, with investigation if 
several of these indicated problems. 

It was noted that the scheme was entirely voluntary, but those who didn’t like it were concerned that 
unless a breeder joined then the stigma of being ‘second class’ could be attached, even though the Code of 
Ethics was rigourously followed. Others wondered whether it could actually be effective in raising the bar 
for best practice without any commitment to undertake inspection of the breeder’s premises.

Sir Patrick Bateson in his report into dog breeding and ethics had found in favour of the KC scheme on that 
particular point. He concluded that it was right that those who were committed had way demonstrating 
this to potential purchasers. It was a matter of educating the general public to look for breeders who were 
registering. GCCF would need to raise its profile in this respect, but a vote at the end of the discussion 
indicated that about 60% of delegates thought the scheme worth a try.

Vetting-In Pilot Scheme

The clue to the purpose of this is in the title. Contrary to rumour it is not a cost cutting exercise designed 
to do away with vetting-in, but an evaluation of the process to see whether it was possible to stream-line 
it and build in improvements without adding additional risk. The assessment would take place at a few 
shows over a year, with data collected from these shows and ones that were operating in the standard 
way considered in comparison.

Most of the Council debate focussed on whether there was additional risk to healthy cats present and 
picking up infection, and to those who would have been left at home being made more unwell because their 
owners took a chance on bringing them, and there was concern that it would be difficult to prove this.  
However, it was noted that there had been benefits in just raising the matter with the Veterinary Sub-
Committee and Duty Vets. Much had been learned from observation and discussion, and there were already 
ideas for improvement to prevent risk of infection spread, for the training of new vets, and in record 
keeping. 

It was also observed that the vets held differing views. Some were very much in favour of no change, 
whilst others supported it, and opinion from one expert was that the vetting-in process itself was high 
risk for the spread of infection. The commitment was given that any shows taking part in the pilot would 
have to say so in the schedule so that exhibitors could avoid them if they so wished.



Council Report June 2012

The June meeting is the first Council of the new GCCF year, with the 
traditional start at midday, so that elections can be held alongside 
the usual meeting business. My full report with all the results can be 
downloaded from the GCCF website. 
h t tp : //www.gcc fcats .o rg/counc i l0612 .htm l

Once voting was underway for the Board and Disciplinary Committee it was time for the Chairman to 
present a report on her first year in office. She promised her remarks would be brief as there was now a 
comprehensive, detailed and illustrated end of year report on the company's achievements, presented to 
all delegates and available from the website. However, she wanted it noted that GCCF as a company had 
come into being on March 1st 2011 and had grown steadily since then. All those on the Board, committees 
and in the GCCF office had contributed towards this and their efforts had accomplished financial stability in 
difficult economic times.

The website (Marcia Owen and Anne Gregory thanked) was presenting GCCF professionally, with up to date 
information available. The London Pet Show was memorable occasion giving GCCF an opportunity to raise a 
high profile with the public. Over the year GCCF had acquired a business partner as a link had been formed 
with Agria Insurance Company, which would contribute funds to the computer upgrade. The new 
professional style had been complemented by the office, with the development of the new registration 
stationery and printing services.

The general economic climate was difficult but GCCF was operating successfully. The current year to date 
showed a small operating profit. Shows were continuing, and breed clubs and BACs went on with their 
work. The Chairman remarked she had a great deal of respect for all who had developed breeding policies, 
and were active in upgrading their registration policies to incorporate new testing. She hoped too that road 
shows would continue to explain new policies and listen to what breeders and exhibitors wanted.

There was more positive news when Sally Rainbow-Ockwell stood to give an update on the IT refresh. This 
has almost reached the point where a trial can be run. She explained that the changes had been made in two 
parts. There was the construction of the online system where people would make application to register 
and transfer and pay for the service. This was completed and ready to test. Part 2 involved the changes 
made in the office to receive the applications, which was almost finished. The two parts would be tested 
separately initially, then together and if all was functioning well the pilot would begin. All very exciting, 
and delegates enthusiastically applauded Ian Macro and Judith Merrett who had worked on the scheme in 
their free time and given their skills for well below commercial rates.

Import Rule Change

If you are importing a registered cat or kitten from abroad (or from TICA/FB ownership in this country) 
be aware that you will now need a Certificate of Entirety for the sire. This applies whether it’s a male or 
female, though males will also need their own CoE before registration of the first litter in the usual way. 
if it’s an unregistered Korat or Thai from Thailand this won’t be necessary as such imports go onto the 
reference register. An updated guideline on importing should be available from the GCCF website after 
Board approval (17.7.2012)

New Probationer Judges

Charis White and George Godfrey were approved to judge Korats & Thais. When entering a show 
please consider any classes they’re judging as they need to get their hands on every single Korat & Thai 
being exhibited. 

I remain on the Board and Disciplinary Committee. If I can help you on any GCCF matter please get in touch. 
And I’m sure that if you wish to add your views on the hot topics Julie will be pleased to have 
contributions for the next Newsletter. Jen Lacey (K&TCA delegate)



Worldʼs Largest Feline 
 

Scrolling through the world wide web I came across the largest cat in the world - a Liger.  
Not found naturally in the wild, this is a cross between a male lion and a female tiger, 
which demonstrates the traits of each - the tigerʼs love of swimming and the social nature 
of the lion. 
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Found at an interactive animal theme park in 
Miami, Hercules is the largest non-obese liger, 
and is recognised by the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the largest living cat on Earth, 
weighing over 410 kg (904 lb or 8 
hundredweight).  Hercules is completely healthy, 
very tame, and is expected to live a long life.          Hercules with one of his trainers 
 
The next time your Korat jumps on your lap for a warming cuddle, be thankful that it is 
relatively so small! 
 
Robin Miller 
 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 

Obituary 
Jusarka Funtime Frankie      5 January 2001 – 14 October 2012 

 
My beautiful gentle giant, Frankie, has left the Jusarka 
household completely bereft.  I put a picture of him on the 
colour supplement and put “looking good” – and he was! I 
canʼt believe that 3 weeks later he was dead. He was the first 
(of many) Thai Blue Point that I bred, and my soul mate.  The 
other cats, especially the kittens, are all missing him as he 
was the best babysitter ever!  He also brought harmony to the 
many female feline hormones flying around here and will be a 
very hard act to follow.   Miss you forever!  RIP Frankie ♥♥♥

Julie Cherkas 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness_World_Records
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guinness_World_Records


Shrasta – A Tribute to a Golden Oldie 

 

Shrasta, aka Jenanca Tom Bombadil from Jen Lacey’s stable, lying languorously  
on the conservatory table after landing with his undercarriage up! 

 

 
Shrasta is now getting on for 20 years old.  He is a little creaky when he walks, sometimes falls off 
our laps when he tries to jump on them, but still eats regularly, if frugally as old men do. 
For the past year he has behaved in one respect as he never done before:  He jumps up onto my lap, 
climbs up my chest, and stops to pause with his ageing and discoloured little nose just an inch from 
mine.  Then in a single movement he flops his hips over to the left and curls up under my chin in the 
most intimate and trusting posture ever known to a cat.  He purrs for a while before dropping off into 
a deep snooze, achieving for both of us a mutually deep contentment beyond any adequate 
description. 

Robin Miller 

ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ‐ᴥ 

Kesa’s News 
 
Warmest summer greetings to our excellent newsletter editor and her felines, and to all KCA 
members. Our Thai treasure Kesa is in fine fettle; he is now almost 11 years old, and is enjoying his 
'senior' diet. He is completely used to his indoor life; I won't risk another escapade and the worry it 
entails. He has the whole house to roam around, and good vantage-points upstairs and down, being 
able to sit on the back of the chair in the sitting room to check up on anyone coming to the front door 
(plainly hoping they won't come inside, because he doesn't much approve of intruders, even if he 
sometimes has to put up with them for a while), and can lounge around in the conservatory at the 
back. Not to speak of constantly pestering the staff for one thing or another. We have to go a bit 
easy on the biscuits to prevent him from growing too plump; last time he visited the vet, the nurse 
made embarrassing personal remarks in that regard. Unfair remarks, he thought, and he's really 
quite trim, even if he is a little weightier than once he was.  
 
With best wishes from Kesa, Jane and Robin.  
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Guidelines for Cats – Part 1 
 
Doors 
 
Do not allow closed doors in any room.  To get door opened, stand on hind legs and hammer with forepaws. 
Once a door is opened, it is not necessary to use it.  After you have ordered an "outside" door opened, stand 
halfway in and out and think about several things.  This is particularly important during very cold weather, rain, 
snow, or mosquito season.  Swinging doors are to be avoided at all costs. 
 
Throwing up 
 
If you have to throw up, get to a chair quickly.  If you cannot manage in time, get to an Oriental rug. If there is 
no Oriental rug, shag pile is good. When throwing up on the bedroom carpet, make sure you back up so that it 
is as long as the human's bare foot.  Another option is to throw up from as high a point as possible onto 
furniture below.  This is especially interesting if you can accommodate some electrical items in your trajectory. 
 
Bathrooms 
 
Always accompany guests to the bathroom. It is not necessary to do anything ..... just sit and stare. 
 
Hampering 
 
If one of your humans is engaged in activity and the other is idle, stay with the busy one. This is called 
"helping," otherwise known as "hampering." The rules for "hampering" are: 
 
a)  When supervising cooking, sit just behind the left heel of the cook. You cannot be seen and thereby stand a 
better chance of being stepped on and then picked up and comforted. 
 
b)  For book readers, get in close under the chin, between eyes and book, unless you can actually lie across 
the book itself.  When a human is holding a newspaper in front of him/her, be sure to jump on the back of the 
paper. They love to jump. 
 
c)  For knitting projects or paperwork, lie on the work in the most appropriate manner so as to obscure as much 
of the work as possible, or at least the most important part. Pretend to doze, but every so often reach out and 
slap the pencil or knitting needles. The worker may try to distract you; ignore it. Remember, the aim is to 
hamper work.  Embroidery and needlepoint projects make excellent hammocks in spite of what the humans 
may tell you. 
 
d)  For people paying bills (monthly activity) or working on income taxes or Christmas cards (annual activity), 
keep in mind the aim-to-hamper!  First, sit on the paper being worked on. When dislodged, watch sadly from 
the side of the table. When activity proceeds nicely, roll around on the papers, scattering them to the best of 
your ability. After being removed for the second time, push pens, pencils, and erasers off the table, one at a 
time.  
 
Walking 
 
As often as possible, dart quickly and as close as possible in front of the human, especially on stairs, when they 
have something in their arms, in the dark, and when they first get up in the morning. Weaving, is also advised.  
This will help their coordination skills. 
 
Sleeping 
 
In order to have enough energy for playing, a cat must get plenty of sleep. It is generally not difficult to find a 
comfortable place to curl up. Any place a human likes to sit is good, especially if it contrasts with your fur 
colour. If it's in a sunbeam or near a heating duct or radiator, so much the better.  Of course, good places also 
exist outdoors, but have the disadvantages of being seasonal and dependent on current and previous weather 
conditions such as rain. Open windows are a good compromise. 
 
Bedtime 
 
Always sleep on the human at night so s/he cannot move around.  Another option is to stretch out on the 
human’s pillow, enveloping the head, whenever possible. 
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£Treasurer’s Notes 
 
The question for this edition is "Who's are they?" First of all I want you to cast your mind back to when 
you were 8/9 years old and at Junior or Primary School, I know, a long time for some but come on, put 
in a bit of effort. Remember when the teacher said something along the lines of... "I have just had a 
sixpence (age dictates amount, younger members think 50p) given to me that was found in the 
cloakroom, now who does it belong to?" and every hand went up with a chorus of "It's mine" followed 
by the reason... birthday, go to the shop after school, present from Aunty etc etc. Right then now that 
we have all grown up (well most of us) I need the owners to step forward and not be inundated with 
'It's mine" emails. I have had a couple of cheques sent to me from the Short Haired Cat Society for 
£11 and £9 but no indication who they are from. I assume that they are subs for KCA but paid at the 
Joint Show and have been sitting in the show account for a little time. Jen and I 'think' we have worked 
out whose they are but if you did pay at the show then just drop me a line to let me know. Thank you 
to those who have paid your subscriptions.  If you are one of the few who haven’t, you will find a red 
dot on the front of your newsletter – yes, it’s the “red dot” edition! Please contact me if you think 
you have paid. Remember you can pay via PayPal using ~treasurerkca@btinternet.com ~ quite a few 
are using this now. 
 
Now for the serious bit about the time of year when the Combine Harvester decimates the mice 
population and they all go to Heaven (sort of)......  
 
One day a cat dies of natural causes and goes to Heaven. There he meets the Lord himself. The Lord 
says to the cat, "You lived a good life and if there is any way I can make your stay in Heaven more 
comfortable, please let Me know."  
The cat thinks for a moment and says, "Lord, all my life I have lived with a poor family and had to 
sleep on a hard wooden floor." The Lord stops the cat and says, "Say no more," and a wonderful fluffy 
pillow appears.  
A few days later six mice are killed in a tragic farming accident and go to Heaven. Again the Lord is 
there to greet them with the same offer. The mice answer, "All of our lives we have been chased. We 
have had to run from cats, dogs, and even women with brooms. Running, running, running; we're tired 
of running. Do you think we could have roller skates so we don't have to run anymore?" The Lord 
says, "Say no more," and fits each mouse with beautiful new roller skates.  
About a week later the Lord stops by to see the cat and finds him in a deep sleep on the pillow. The 
Lord gently wakes the cat and asks him, "How are things since you arrived?"  
The cat stretches and yawns and replies, "It is wonderful here. Better than I could have ever expected. 
And those Meals on Wheels you've been sending by are theeeeeeee best!!!"  
 
Brian 
 
Brian Lacey (Treasurer) 
treasurerkca@btinternet.com 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

KCA Subscriptions for 2012 were due 1st January 2012 
 

Single: £9    Joint: £11 Overseas: £12                           To include a paper newsletter 
 
Single: £7    Joint: £ 9        No overseas supplement          Newsletter sent by email 

 
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   Tel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Send your cheques, payable to Korat Cat Association, to: 
Brian Lacey (Treasurer), The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF 

 
Payment via PayPal using:        treasurerkca@btinternet.com 



CARTOON PAGE 
 

 

 

Claire’s decoy balloon furniture quickly broke  
Muffin of her claw‐sharpening habit. 

 

 
 

“No Kidding!  I’m a cat person too!” 
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KORAT  & THAI CAT  ASSOCIATION 
LIST  OF  BREEDERS 

 
 

NAME / LOCATION   PREFIX / TEL NO EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS 
 
Mr R & Mrs L Best*   Myfanwy  richbest@hotmail.com 
Cardiff     029 2084 2845 
Mr & Mrs L Black   No Prefix   felicityvincent@googlemail.com 
London    020 7485 1211 
Mr S & Mrs D Brown   Shantung  denisebrown138@btinternet.com 
West Yorkshire   01977 510978 
Ms Julie Cherkas    Jusarka  jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
Southampton     023 8090 4187 
Ms Jo Collar    No Prefix   j.collar@ntlworld.com 
Surrey     07799 062143 
Miss J Couch*    Jasumik  tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk 
South Wales     01792 791207 
Mrs S L Edwards   Moei   sherylleona@hotmail.co.uk 
Wirral     01516 395067 
Mrs C Harding-Brown*   Clairabelle  animalantix@me.com 
Berkshire     07889 119224  www.animalantix.com 
Mrs H Hawkins*    Koorahk  koorahk_korats34@hotmail.com 
Manchester     0161 281 6482 www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk 
Mrs J Jeffers*    Maipenrai  jj@korat.co.uk 
Isle of Man     01624 823655 
Mrs J Lacey*     Jenanca  jen.lacey@btinternet.com 
Rutland     01664 474408  www.jenanca.com 
Mrs A & Ms B Locher   Bikila         walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk 
London    020 8898 4299 
Miss C Nichols*    Nikelsilva  nikelsilva@yahoo.com 
Humber Bridge   01482 627029 
Mr O Rabia*    Camacoona  camacoona@aol.com 
Carlisle    07502 028753  www.cobs-can.co.uk/camacoona.htm 
Mrs M Saunders   Chandrakan  mary23@btinternet.com 
Devon     01395 597791 
Mrs C Tew    Naamjai  information@naamjaikorats.co.uk 
Northamptonshire   01536 761094  www.naamjaikorats.co.uk 
Miss C Treacher   Saluay   clare.treacher83@gmail.com 
London    07714 279625 
Mr W Wilkinson   Theoaks  williewilkinson@btinternet.com  
North Cotswolds   01608 651140  
Mrs S Williams-Elliss*  Serennol  serennol@yahoo.co.uk   
Nottinghamshire    07807 888718  www.serennol.co.uk 
Mrs Liz Wilson    Higford  lizziecatw@higford.orangehome.co.uk 
Herefordshire    01531 660283         

* Denotes stud ownership   
 
OVERSEAS BREEDERS 
Ms C Baird    Primprau’s  Denmark     mail@korat.dk 
Ms D Mastrangelo   Jadeye  Italy          email@jadeye.eu 
Mr B Pollesche   Kobalt   Germany     bpollesche@arcor.de 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
K&TCA  KITTEN  LIST  SERVICE 

 
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KCA website. 
         Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais) 
                                            and number of each sex still available. 
                       

Please remember to let Julie know when your kittens have been placed. 
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