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 PICTURE GALLERY 
Supreme Cat Show 

 

Gr Ch Theoakes Mildred 
Best of Breed Korat Adult 

Owned & bred by William Wilkinson 

UK & Imp Gr Pr Maipenrai Dowjai 
Best of Breed Korat Neuter 

Owned by Elaine Evans, bred by Janet Jeffers 
 

Theoakes Chailai Lola 
Best of Breed Korat Kitten 

Owned by Sue Ozimkowski, bred by William 
Wilkinson 

UK Gr Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower, 
Being cuddled by her owner, Jen Day,  

bred by Janet Jeffers 
 
 

Koorahk Saaeng Daao – or Gem to her friends.
Owned by Catherine Tew, bred by Helen Hawkins 

Nikelsilva Midas, owned & bred by Cathy Nichols
Korat Kitten 

 



 PICTURE GALLERY 
More cats Show cats and photos from our members ...... 

Serennol Napoleon Solo working hard on Club Row
at the Supreme Show 

Gr Ch Tarok Katynka Kwahmrahk still beautiful 
aged 14, also working hard on Club Row 

 

Pixel and Sarah (the Borat!)  Pippin and Merry 

 

Patrick & Polyanna  The Solmeister! Don’t try this at home! 
 

PLEASE SEND IN PICTURES OF YOUR CATS TO BE INCLUDED IN A FUTURE NEWSLETTER 



 

Don’t  forget  to  come  to  the 
 

Korat & Thai Cat Association Show  
on  

7th January 2012 
at  

Stoneleigh-Park Exhibition  
and Conference Centre 

Coventry 
CV8  2LZ 

Schedules and entry forms available from the  
K&TCA website - www.korats.org.uk 

Closing date for entries is very soon!!!!! 
If the closing date has passed, drop Lynda Ashmore a quick 

line via email and ask if she is still accepting entries  
Lynda.ashmore@gmail.com 

 

HURRY!  HURRY!  HURRY! 
 

We hope to see you there!!! 
 

See map for directions  
or visit www.stoneleighpark.com     
and click on the ‘directions’ tab  

 
Just follow the signs for “Cat Show”  

once inside Stoneleigh Park 
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Chair’s Report 
 
Sadly, your Chairman’s Report is missing from this issue as Bill Edwards, is currently 
in agony prior to his long-awaited hip replacement surgery.   
 

The good news is that Bill now has a date for his operation (mid-December) and 
I’m sure you will all want to join me and the committee in sending him our best 
wishes for a successful outcome and a speedy recovery, once his pain has been 
alleviated.   
 

Good luck Bill and I am sure we will see you soon, at the Breed show in January, 
skipping along as most people seem to do once they have had this particular 
form of treatment.   
 

If Bill was able to send a contribution in for this issue of the newsletter, I’m sure 
both he and Sylvia would wish all of our members a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year and ask you all to support our show in January.  
 

Editor 

K&TCA Show News 
 

After a terrific turn out earlier this year, don’t be caught out - get those entries in for 
the K&TCA Show 2012.  Let’s see if we can beat last year’s entry of 22 cats.  There are 
still a few days left for you to enter – details are on the korat.org.uk website, - or contact 
one of the committee. Official closing date is 6 December so don’t hang about! 
 
Last year, we had a problem with the rosettes not being accepted at the venue and so they 
weren’t available on the day.  You should all have had your rosettes sent on by now but if 
you haven’t please contact Caroline Bertram (see inside front cover for details). 
 
As many of you will have heard, Sheryl Edwards is currently undergoing treatment for an 
aggressive cancer.  She has already stoically endured two operations and I’m sure you will 
all join me in wishing Sheryl well for 2012 - which is going to be another challenging year 
for her.  She is a positive person by nature and I’m sure will soon be back on her feet.  She 
has assured me she is going to attend the show in January albeit as a visitor, not steward 
or exhibitor, so until she is feeling better, Caroline Bertram has kindly offered to help 
Sheryl in her role as Show Support Secretary.  Therefore Caroline will be happy to field 
any queries you would normally send Sheryl. 
 
Those cats gaining a title in 2009 have now all received their special club rosettes with the 
name on the tail of the rosette.  If your cat has won a title in the 2010 show year, please 
send details of the title, and show which the final certificate was awarded, to Caroline who 
will order the club rosette in time for the AGM. 
 
Please try to bring a cat to the show – especially if you have a Thai which can help towards 
our bid for Championship Status in 2012.  Even if you can’t bring a cat...... 
 

Don’t forget to come to the Show on 7 January 2012! 
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Editor’s Note   
 
Well, I have been so busy this year with kittens I just cannot believe it’s 
almost December!  I seriously don’t know what happened to this year? 
Maybe the seasons fly by because, yet again, we’ve had no summer to 
speak of?  Although this Indian summer, through October and early 
November, has been rather pleasant - if a little confusing for me and the 
plants.  Then again, it could be an age thing!  
 
Show News – our 6th Championship show is looming fast.  You’ve probably 
read this date elsewhere but just in case you missed it, it’s on 7 January 
2012 at Stoneleigh Park, nr Coventry  As usual we will have a club table 
so do drop by and say hello.  If you’d like to help out at the show, do let us 
know.  Also, if you have any unwanted Christmas presents you can donate 
them to the raffle at the show, which all helps to increase club funds. 
 
The Supreme Show was held at the NEC on 19 November and there are some super photos of the 
Korats on show there in the colour supplement.  Thanks to Jen Day and Catherine Tew for sending in the 
photographs.  Sadly I missed catching up with other ‘Korateers’ but there are two articles reporting on 

the day in this issue; thanks to Jen Lacey and Catherine Tew for their very interesting, 
but different, reports. 
 
While on the subject of showing, I’d like to appeal to owners of Thai cats.  We are 
hoping to progress the Thais through to full Championship status in June 2012 
and we need you to get your Thai cats out there on the show bench. We almost have 
enough cats which have qualified (by gaining three Intermediate Certificates) but it 
would be nice to have more.  Showing can be great fun so if anyone is interested in 
showing their cats, Korats as well as Thais, and is available on some Saturdays during 

the next few months then do please get in touch with one of the committee.  They’ll team you up with 
someone who can ‘show you the ropes’ (no pun intended).  Once you try it, you may find you have the 
show bug!   
 
Electronic Newsletter – The reduced annual subscription is now in effect.  You can still print your own 
paper copy but you will be saving yourself and the club money!   And don’t forget, ALL the photos are in 
full colour!  Just send me an email to subscribe.    If you prefer to see what the 
electronic version looks like before committing to it, you can now see the back copies on 
the K&TCA website.  Oh, and then send Brian your subs at the reduced rate.  Your subs 
are due on 1 January 2012 (see page 19). 
 
I feel I must mention our poorly committee at this point.   Sylvia Edwards is still 
struggling with her eye problems, whilst hubby, Bill Edwards (Chairman) is currently 
awaiting a hip replacement, taking place in a couple of weeks.  Jen Day had a cancer scare 
earlier this year but I’m pleased to say is now back ‘up and running’, having been given the all clear at 
her 6 month review.  Sheryl Edwards (Show Support) is currently undergoing a series of operations for 
cancer, prior to starting chemotherapy in the New Year.  I’m sure you will join me in wishing them all 
well and sending them lots of healing vibes for speedy recoveries.   
 

Newsletter articles.  As usual, I’m always on the scrounge for interesting articles.  I 
would love to hear from our ‘pet only’ members – please do drop me a quick line to say 
what sort of things you want in your newsletter.  This issue covers Christmas pet 
hazards, arthritis, photo ids, the supreme, notes on the supreme seminar and lots more.  
And please do try out the recipe for a very ‘specchial’ cake on page 15!! 
 
Thank you to all our contributors; please keep sending in your articles ~ and photos!  

The deadline for the next issue is the end of February.   
 
Finally, (I can hear you all sighing with relief) I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 
 
Enjoy your newsletter!!!   
 
Julie Cherkas, K&TCA Newsletter Editor 
 
Email your contributions to me at: jusarka@yahoo.co.uk or you can send paper 
copies to me; my address is inside the front cover.   
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Autumn Aches and Pains – Is Your Pet Affected? 
 

Now the colder weather is here, we all start to notice our aches and pains - and 
our pets are no exception.  You may notice your cat isn’t moving as freely as 
usual.  Look out for limps and difficulty in rising after rest – these are signs that 
your cat may have joint stiffness and pain which can be made much worse by 
cold and damp weather. 

Which joints are affected? 

The joints which are most susceptible to arthritis are those associated with limb 
movement; these are called synovial joints.  The ends of the bones are covered 
by very smooth articular cartilage and the joints are also lubricated with 
synovial fluid – allowing friction free movement.   Arthritic joints typically show 
a progressive breakdown and thinning of the cartilage lining the ends of the 
bones and formation of secondary new bone around the joint.  Affected joints 
may appear stiff, swollen and painful.   

What causes arthritis? 

In the majority of cases it occurs due to a lifetime of wear and tear on the 
joints.  It may also occur due to joint trauma or malformation of the joint. 
Osteoarthritis commonly occurs in older cats but the importance of this disease 
has only recently been recognised. This is because it can be difficult to see the 
signs of arthritis in cats as they are not taken out for walks (like dogs) and are 
very adaptive.  Rarely are cats noticeably lame with osteoarthritis but more 
commonly changes in their lifestyle are observed such as reduced ability to 
jump, reduced height of jump, stiffness, reduced activity levels, reduced 
grooming and increased sleeping. All too often owners think these signs are 
simply a result of ‘old age’, when in fact the cat may be in pain with 
osteoarthritis. Pain is very difficult to recognise in cats because they are very 
stoic and naturally behave to disguise pain. 

How do I recognise the symptoms? 

Owners should regularly observe and consult with their veterinary surgeon if 
any of the following are noticed: 
Reduced mobility 

 Hesitant to jump up or down, or to use cat flap 
 Small jumps 
 Stiff movements 
 Litter tray ‘accidents’ 
Reduced activity 

 Sleeping in one place more 
 Playing less 
 Hunting less 
Changes in grooming 

 Matted and/or scurfy coat, especially back and hind regions 
 Changes in scratching – overgrown claws, catching on carpets etc. 
Changes in temperament 

 Less tolerant e.g. towards children and other animals 
 Less interaction with the owner 
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How can osteoarthritis be managed? 

If the arthritis can be managed successfully affected cats will enjoy significant 
improvement in their quality of life. Pain relief is the most obvious choice of 
treatment and drops are available which can be given in the food and is a very 
convenient and stress free method. Cats do not always tolerate pain killers well as 
kidney problems are common in old age and some of the available drugs can have 
an adverse effect on kidney function. 

What can I do? 
There are important changes that owners can make in the home to help cats with 
arthritis cope better and avoid situations that cause more pain: 

 Provision of comfortable bedding in warm places 
 Provision of shallow litter trays that are easier to get in and out of 
 Avoid using ‘heavy’ litter material 
 Clip claws regularly to prevent overgrowth 
 Spend more time grooming the cat 
 Help to reduce the need for jumping e.g. provide steps and ramps to the cat’s 

favourite places. 
Another important aspect of management is avoiding obesity as this will add 
significant strain on the joints. If your cat is overweight, dietary management 
should be discussed with your veterinary surgeon. 

Other treatments are available 
Because of the potential side effect of pain killers, particularly in older cats, your 
vet may recommend changing food or other treatments.  Also, periodic blood tests 
to monitor kidney function are important if prolonged pain relief is given. These 
should be carried out when suggested by your vet, to reduce the risk of serious 
damage to the kidneys. 

What is the prognosis if arthritis is diagnosed? 
The good news is that novel forms of medication together with weight control [which is 
also very  important] can make a huge difference to the  life of an affected cat.   If your 
cat is showing signs of stiffness, it’s time to visit your vet for a check up! 
 
 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 

 

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR GOOD WISHES 
 

 After the shock of finding that I had a small cancer in February, it was removed and 
then I had radiotherapy. I have had my 6 months check up and everything is fine. 
 
I would like to thank all the members that sent good wishes, I really appreciated this. 
  
Thanks again  
Jen Day 
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ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION RESEARCH STUDY 
 
 
If you’ve a long memory, or the odd quirky event lodges in your mind, you may recall that at last year’s 
Supreme a group of us watching the Korat judging were waylaid by a man who wanted to show us pictures 
of penguins. By photographing the spots on penguin feathers and computerising the pattern it turned out that 
each bird could be given a unique identity for research purposes. The same had been done with zebras and 
one or two other species, and of course, we’re all familiar with the idea of fingerprints providing a unique 
pattern to identify people. However, the photography technique used here is probably a lot closer to the iris 
of a person’s eye being recorded to provide human biometric identity for security purposes. 
 
Anyway, over the year Michael Preager (Penguin Man) has been putting a research project together (backed 
by Bristol University), and found funding for it, with the aim of uniquely identifying cats via photography rather 
than microchip. He’s enlisted and gained GCCF support and been given the contact details of the 158 GCCF 
clubs in the hope that at least some of them will encourage their membership to take part.  
 
My personal opinion is that it’s an idea worth exploring, and it requires nothing more than close up 
photographs of our cats being sent in. Quote from the web site: 
 
Potentially, this technology provides a permanent, non-invasive and inexpensive method of cat identification, 
known as a Visual Biometric-ID and could form the basis of a National Cat Photo-ID Database, which can be 
used to help in cases of "Lost and Found" and also to offer an alternative to cat owners who do not like to 
microchip their cat.  
 
It’s just possible too that ultimately it could help provide unique identity for breeding cats to validate 
registrations and pedigrees and/or back up for genetic testing. Or it may be a completely blind alley, but 
apart from a little effort it’s not going to cost us anything, and could provide some fun and a little insight into 
scientific research along the way.  
 
I’m happy to sign K&TCA in as a participating club as long as I don’t receive objections from members, which 
give the Committee cause for concern. If you’re just not interested, fair enough, there definitely won’t be any 
compulsion to take part.  
 
The website cat.idresearch.org.uk explains the project. To encourage participation, a Citizen Scientist Award 
scheme has been developed for each participant. In addition, each Cat Club will receive a Gold or Silver or 
Bronze award according to the percentage of their membership that participates. 

 
Membership Participation 

 
Cat Club Award  Citizen Scientist Award  Premier Citizen Award 
Gold     60%     15% 
Silver     40%     10% 
Bronze     20%      5% 
  
By registering, it will indicate that the club wishes to take part in the project and it will verify that the website 
registration process is working.   
 
I’ll let you know how it goes from there and what we have to do next. 
 
Jen Lacey – K&TCA  GCCF  Delegate 



Supreme Congratulations 2011

Well done and a big round of applause to: 

Imperial Grand Premier Maipenrai Dowjai

Best of Breed Korat Neuter & 

In the final four in the Best of Variety ring

Owned by Elaine Evans 

Bred by Janet Jeffers

Dowjai also won his second UK Grand Certificate at this Supreme and so can add UK Grand to his 

very impressive string of titles.

Grand Champion Theoakes Mildred  

Best  of Breed Korat Adult 

Owned & bred by William Wilkinson

Mildred gained her first UK Grand Certificate and must win again next year for her title.

Other Supreme winners were:- 

A UK Grand Premier Certificate to Gr Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower

(owned by Mrs J Day, bred by Mrs J Jeffers)
Another new UK Grand Premier

Theoakes Chailai Lola

Best of Breed Korat Kitten 

(owned by Mrs S Ozimkowski, bred by Mr W Wilkinson)

It was very nice to see two Korat kittens present. A young boy, Nikelsilva Midas, (owned and 

bred by Miss C Nichols) was alongside Lola in a well dressed pen. I heard one judge opinion that 

both were promising. Sadly two other adults belonging to Julie Cherkas couldn’t be present, and 

Koorahk Saaeng Daao (Gem) didn’t wish to leave the safety of her carrier for the ordeal of the 

judging ring. However, she had a great day entertaining the public once she was back  in the 

comfort of her pen with her own things around her.

As ever there were stalwarts on the club table, people and cats. Gr Ch Tarok Katynka 

Kwahmrahk, showed the younger generation she still had considerable presence, and a lustrous 

silver sheen to her coat, at the grand old age of 14. Then, working his socks off to please the 

crowd, was little Serrenol Napoleon Solo. He was happy to be admired and cuddled with never a 

single rude Korat word.

As always those that were there certainly did their bit for the breed. It would be so nice to see 

the numbers doubled! 
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GCCF October Council Meeting 26th October 2011 
 
This seemed to be the first meeting for some time when delegates did not have to pause and remember 
those sadly no longer with us. Instead the Chairman, Helen Mariott-Power, was able to welcome 
delegates and visitors shortly after 1pm and begin on a very positive note commending all to visit the new 
updated GCCF website. This has been much praised for both its presentational style and ease of use. 
Helen warmly thanked Mike Barrett and Marcia Owen for their work on this. 
 
Finance 
As always this topic was dealt with ahead of much else at the meeting. O'Hara Wood had signed off the 
accounts for the six months of trading to the end of August 2011. There was a deficit of just over £10k, 
which is only of concern until it is realised that the figures include the hall hire cost (over £50K) for the 
Supreme, which will be repaid. Normal activities showed a very positive surplus. The Office Manager 
explained that income had remained steady over the period, but savings made in expenses were now 
showing benefit. Reduced hall/room hire costs (from switching the meetings' venue to the Conway Hall), 
utility savings, in-house printing and a reduced number of DC meetings had all contributed, so that GCCF 
was making a modest profit. 
 
Because of this later in the meeting Council was able to accept a new policy regarding pricing. Rather 
than price rises having to increase with inflation automatically which it had been necessary to introduce in 
2009 GCCF 'will set its prices at a level that provides income to at least cover its cost with due to 
recognition to all financial factors in place at the time.' This gives a far greater measure of flexibility and 
it’s good not to have never ending price rises looming over us. 
 
Administration and Project Updates 
 
The Chairman was able to announce that the IT project had been started. Letters would be sent to clubs 
shortly asking for the pledged loans to be sent. Little to report other than this at present, but GCCF was on 
its way to being able to offer services electronically, a long awaited and much needed facility. 
 
During the second office policy recommendation on reducing the amount of paper used in providing 
services through the use of electronic communication, one delegate reminded the office and Board 
members that decisions should be taken on accepting identity confirmation other than by a signature 
allowing use on-line in the same as banks and other businesses. The Chairman gave an assurance that this 
was part of the IT remit and something the Board would be discussing further. There were those very 
anxious to proceed electronically, but the policy also reiterated that no one should be excluded because 
they did not want to participate via this means. Clubs were urged to be as flexible. 
 
The one topic that sparked delegate debate on administrative matters was the proposal from the Celtic 
Longhair and Semi-Longhair Cat Society that all nominees for GCCF Committees should be on the 
GCCF website 30 days before the June Electoral Meeting. Several applauded the electoral transparency 
this would bring, and the opportunity to consult with committee and club colleagues on how votes should 
be cast. Others were concerned at the set deadline, possible lack of flexibility and problems that could 
occur if, for example, there were insufficient nominees proposed. It was agreed that it would be a 
proposal returned for a vote in February after some consideration by the Office and Board had been given 
to the practicalities of implementation.  
 
Judge Reports and Judging 
 
Judges and judging featured in many of the discussions and debates. Mrs Hilary Dean (Secretary, Guild 
of GCCF Judges and Stewards) presented the first findings of a survey sent to judges and clubs for 
comment on the writing up of exhibits  and classes. This followed the  National  Cat  Club's  request  for  
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clarification on requirements for Judge Reports. The survey had provoked a good response, with plenty of 
comment and some very divergent views. Hilary explained that the data would now be looked at by the 
Committee of Judges' Guild so that some definite recommendations could be brought forward to Council.  
 
However, the proposal that followed this report had a very different reception. The Old Style Siamese Cat 
Club delegate asked Council to discuss and consider that there was a conflict of interest in the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman remaining as serving judges while in office. When it was later intimated that that 
those involved in the Disciplinary Process would be unable to hold objective opinion should officers be 
referred to them, a distinctive growl of incredulity could be heard.  It was clear Council disliked the slur 
seen to be cast on the reputations past and present officers and also those concerned in monitoring, 
investigating and adjudicating possible malpractice. This was reflected when a show of hands was taken. 
Only the proposer was in favour. 
 
During the course of 'Any Other Business' it was noted that with shows finishing earlier there was time 
for judges to speak to exhibitors once judging had been completed. The Chairman agreed that this was 
recommended in the Judges' Code of Conduct, and in addition many judges were prepared to email 
reports direct to exhibitors if a request was made. 
 
Council seemed in general agreement that judge training needed revision to improve the quality of 
training for candidates, ensure a supply of new judges with those who wished to do so crossing sections, 
and that new judges had to be employable by Show Management in value for money terms. The Working 
Group who presented a package of BAC and Show Structure reforms to Council did not expect to please 
everybody, but there was encouragement that the changes suggested were progress in the right direction. 
It was acknowledged that the discussion gave plenty for the Working Group to consider and probable that 
a set of proposals would not be completed by February. For Korats this would mean a smaller Grand 
Group within the Foreign Section (Russian, Korat & Thai, Tonkinese and Snowshoe) but competing for 
an Imperial across the section as now.  
 
Shows and Showing 
 
Although two clubs had proposals on the agenda deferred from June they were not discussed. They 
concerned the restructuring of the show award system that had undergone considerable change with the 
introduction of the Olympian Award and single level entry certificate classes. The Chairman proposed 
that instead of upheaval now, there should be an open forum in February giving the opportunity for many 
to come and express views for an hour ahead of the actual Council Meeting. Delegates welcomed this 
very practical way forward that gave the new system longer to be tested for an approval rating, but 
allowed the possibility for change in the future if that was the wish of the majority. So if you want to have 
a say, or even just come and listen put February Council in your diary – 22nd February 2012 at the 
Conway Hall, Holborn. 
 
Council finished at 4.40pm - business done and matters debated in a lively manner, a good afternoon's 
work.   
 
Jen Lacey – K&TCA GCCF Delagate 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Cat Quotes (sent in by Robin Miller) 
 

“There are two means of refuge from the misery of life  - music and cats.” - Albert Schweitzer 
 
“Dogs have owners, cats have staff.” - Unknown 
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Avoiding Seasonal CAT‐astrophes 
 
Christmas is a wonderful time of year - but not always for your pets!  Here are some tips for 
keeping your pets happy and out of danger. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decoration Safety 

The Christmas tree is probably the biggest 
challenge to all cat owners, the lights and 
sparkly balls capture the entire cat’s attention, 
and it’s an interesting new climbing frame.  
Artificial trees are more secure than the natural 
ones because of the pine needles.  The natural 
pines have a strong odour that calls the cat’s 
attention.  Pine needles are sharp and fine and 
if swallowed, can puncture through the cat’s 
internal organs or damage eyes.  The material 
of the artificial trees can also be toxic, but it 
isn’t as dangerous as the natural needles. 

 Assemble your Christmas tree without ornaments to let the cat get used to it and use a cat 
repellent or anti-scratch spray at the base. 

 Make sure the lights are unplugged if you are not in the room.  Apply a little lemon or orange 
juice to each light to ‘repel’ close encounters. 

 Wire is inviting and dangerous if chewed by cats, keep it well out of reach from any curious 
paws, bundle free cable and tie with cable ties or duct tape and spray with bitter apple – sliced 
sections of siphon tubing fed over wires also protects from teeth and claws; electrocuted cat or 
burning lounge are not things you want occurring on Christmas morning. 

 Consider using fairy lights that don’t flash; some pets can be very scared of these, close up. 

 Don’t put ornaments at the bottom part of the tree – put the balls and other objects in angles that 
the cat can’t see from the bottom. 

 Don’t put ornaments on the tips of the branches, especially if they swing, since they are 
irresistible to cats and rapidly end up on the ground. 

 Secure all breakable ornaments with plastic bag/garden ties. 

 If possible, secure the tree to the nearest wall so that if it is climbed 
up, it won’t fall over. 

 Make the cat area elsewhere more attractive, providing new toys, can 
be homemade, so he can play with something perfectly safe for him. 

 Don’t put the tree near furniture that can act as a launching ramp. 

 The decorations around the house and on the Christmas tree should be cat proof. The 
ornaments must be unbreakable (or soundly secured), since the broken pieces are dangerous 
on the ground, if stepped on, or if swallowed.   

We think: 
Christmas traditions; family gatherings, 
the beauty of an attractive tree, baubles, 
tinsel and twinkling lights, pressies 
nestling at the foot of the tree.  Ahh bliss 
- won’t my home look well-dressed and 
lovely, for us and for visitors..... 

Our cats think:
Wow, an enormous sweet-smelling 
scratching post. Look at all the places to 
climb and hide. All those shiny shapes are 
hanging down, just waiting for me to bat 
them with my paw and as for those fireflies 
flitting about... I’ll just climb over these 
pretty boxes at the bottom and chew on that 
long ribbon hanging down first….. 
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 Avoid tinsel or ribbons. These are dangerous to the gastrointestinal tract if swallowed.  

 Don’t use candles as decoration since they are easily knocked down by the cat and may start a 
fire.  If the cat has access to them, it may burn hair, face or paws. Candles can also cause or 
aggravate allergies on pets. 

 Watching cats play in hastily ripped off wrapping paper is fun, but be careful that sellotape 
doesn’t get eaten, or ribbons and strings don’t get eaten. 

 Don’t use fake snow anywhere your cats have access, as this is toxic to cats.  As is De-Icer and 
anti-freeze, so keep these in your car, garage or shed but well away from your cats! 

 
0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 

 
The traditional Christmas plants aren’t a good choice for cat owners, since 
most of them are toxic to cats.  The Christmas Cactus, Poinsettia, Mistletoe 
and Holly are toxic to cats if ingested, Lilies may cause kidney failure and 
can be fatal.  Stagnant Christmas tree water can be a breeding ground for 
bacteria as well as containing chemicals and resin, seeped from the tree.  
With a busy house and little time to pay attention to what your cat is doing, 
the best idea is to keep these plants away and use artificial alternatives. 
 
Christmas can be a time of stress for some cats.  Pets are creatures of 
habit and like routine, which means they usually don’t react in a positive 
way to dramatic changes around the house.  To minimize the impact of this 

season on the cat, it is important that you save some time each day, to be with your cat.  Guests 
are frequent at this time.  Make sure your cat has a calm area in the house, where they can take 
refuge.  

Paws Off!  Food to avoid giving your pet at Christmas 

 
 Alcoholic beverages  
 Chocolate (highly toxic to pets)  
 Coffee  
 Mouldy or spoiled foods  
 Nuts 
 Cooked Chicken or Turkey bones (they can splinter) 
 Mince Pies and Christmas Pudding  
 Christmas Cake 

 
Avoid giving your cat any of your leftovers as this can 

cause diarrhoea. Also keep your pet away from cooked bones: they can 
splinter or get lodged in your cat’s throat or can cause serious damage by 
puncturing the intestinal tract.  And alcohol can cause sickness, weakness and 
even respiratory failure. 
 
It’s possible to have a beautiful Christmas that is also safe for your cat, just be sensible and 
whatever you are doing that is different to your regular routine, consider how it may impact your 
cat.  For peace of mind, please check your local veterinary surgery’s opening hours over the 
Christmas period and have their phone number to hand just in case you need it.  Most pet 
related Christmas dangers are easy to avoid so just have fun and remember to be pet safe! 
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Our Day at the Supreme 2011 

What a ‘full on’ day we had on the 19
th
 of November! Yes, there were some ups and some downs…but, on the whole, we had 

a truly memorable day! 

It was our first time as exhibitors at the great GCCF show and many hours (and days) had been spent preparing for the show. 

My main priority was for Gem to be happy and comfortable  in her pen, and so, stitch by stitch, we had made some  lovely 

bright pink  curtains and  soft  cream bedding. At  the pet  shop, we had  found a  fantastically  comfy bed  called  ‘Regal’ and 

thought this would be very fitting for the ‘Royalty’ day! My daughter Anna and I had spent a lot of time polishing Gem and I 

had trimmed her claws as best I could so she looked really good, we thought.  Unfortunately, the judge was never to find out 

about this, which is a shame! 

Last time we were at the show, we were walking around as visitors. This time, it did feel quite different: we were part of it! 

My main  reason  for wanting  to bring Gem, aka Koorahk Saaeng Daao,  to the show, was  for  the public  to discover what a 

beautiful cat the Korat is. I am glad to say that I feel we have achieved this aim, however difficult it is to measure this success. 

To me, Korats are the most beautiful, clever and loving pets anyone would ever wish to have in their homes and hearts! 

So, to go back to the very beginning, this time last year, we were looking for a new Korat kitten, after a long period without a 

pet, since October 2009. Losing our beloved Korat Sapphi had been really devastating and it took us a long time before we 

could even start to think about finding another cat. At first, we looked at the Burmese but, after having seen the Korats at the 

Stoneleigh  show  in  January  2011, we  had  once  again  completely  fallen  in  love with  the  blue  cat  from  Thailand!  It was 

therefore decided that, if we were going to have another Korat, we would try to breed from her, so that we would never be 

without a Korat!  I know  it might sound  like very simplistic thinking and a very simplistic decision to have made but  it was 

taken by my heart... so my head would just have to follow! Interestingly, it was Helen Hawkins, the same breeder who had 

sold  us  our  Sapphi,  who  had  the  female  kitten  we  chose.  Sapphi  and  Gem  share  the  same 

ancestry and I feel really happy about this! I will always remember the 16th of January 2011, the 

day when we went up to Manchester to see Gem! The visit had been postponed several times, 

due to the bad weather before Christmas, but Helen had reserved Gem for us. She was 10 weeks 

old when we first saw her (see photo). 

It was love at first sight! 

To get back to the Supreme, it was not going to be easy to show Gem as she had recently become 

a  little  ‘difficult’ at shows. Her  first  two shows as a kitten had gone well but her  first one as an 

adult in September had left Mr Hansson wondering about her manners and her ‘volatility’. She had nevertheless gained her 

first CC from Mrs Buckeridge (with whom she was a lot better behaved) so I was hoping that she would also do well at the 

Supreme. But this was not to be... 

When we arrived at  the NEC at around 7h30, we  joined  the  traditional queue  for what  seemed  like about 30 minutes.  I 

wonder if people queue up as peacefully on the Continent? Nevertheless, there was a mixture of tension and excitement in 

the (cold) air! Gem’s vet was a really friendly young woman and Gem was surprisingly well behaved with her (which I thought 

was a nice change from how she had been with the older man we had at the Luton vetting in). I am now starting to wonder 

whether  she  does  not  like  strange men...the  thing  is,  at  home, Gem  is  an  absolute  angel  and  is  incredibly  friendly  and 

inquisitive with everyone who comes through the door. In fact, we have had a fair amount of work done in our house over 

the  last  few months  (finally  changing windows)  and  she would  have  nearly 

stuck her nose onto the end of a working drill if you had not stopped her! Even 

the workmen were  surprised  at  this!  And  I  am  not  even  talking  about  the 

measuring tapes! 

Setting up the pen was the next ‘hurdle’ as I hadn’t cut the curtain wires to size 

(I didn’t know the exact lengths between the bars). So it did take us about 45 

minutes to trim the wires to size, feed the curtains through and decorate the 

rest of the pen before we could finally place Princess Gem in her ‘kingdom for 

the day’. Here is a picture of proud Anna in front of Pen 435. 
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When we felt happy that Gem was settled, we went to look for the Korat and Thai Cat Association table in order to give 

Jen  Lacey  some  pictures  of  Korats  in  Thailand.    Jen  and  Jennifer Day were  busy  setting  up  the  pens  for  Katynka  and 

Napoleon Solo so we did not stay too long, so as not to distract them. 

The hall was  still  relatively quiet at  this point  (apart  from one  incredibly  loud popping balloon, very unfortunate!). We 

went round the double hall to establish where everything was. Anna and her friend Emily (who had come along with us as 

she loves cats) spotted the Simon’s Cat stall and quickly made of mental note of returning there later! Unfortunately, the 

author himself was not here and we were told  that he was  in bed!  (I assumed he was poorly).  I am  therefore now  the 

proud owner of a large red Simon’s Cat mug (out of which I am sipping my decaf’ coffee as I write this report!)  I felt there 

were less commercial stands and more space to move between the cats’ pens. Last year, I remember a lot of stud houses 

and other large chalets but this year, they were not there. Also, I don’t think that the show felt quite as crowded as last 

year, but then again, I don’t have the figures. 

Next we started walking towards Ring 6 as I wanted to find out what time Gem was going to be picked up to be judged. As 

we were reaching the ring, we turned round towards Gem’s pen: the 2 stewards were already taking her out! Oh no! I did 

not think it would go so quick and I wanted to take her out myself, as Shelagh Heavens had advised me to do. I froze and 

prayed for her to be good! I think I will have this scene engraved in my brain (in slow motion) for the rest of my life!  So, 

Gem was in her basket and everything had gone well up to now but it was not to last... When the stewards arrived back at 

the ring and tried to lift her out of her carrier, Gem just violently refused to come out. I had bought the largest top loading 

carrier I could get my hands on, sprayed it with Feliway and rubbed in the catnip...but to no avail! The male steward came 

up to me and said she would bite his fingers if he tried to ‘extract’ her from the carrier. Gem had won...the pleasure of not 

being ‘handled’ by Mrs Kaye! And she had shown us some of the powers which cats have when they set their mind to it! 

(You have to remain positive!) 

Next, we were handed back the basket and its apparently wild content. And while Cathy Nichols was chatting to me about 

what had  just happened, Anna and Emily swiftly walked back to the pen, picked Gem up with great ease and reinstated 

her majesty into her luxury pen!  Where had the tiger gone? She had turned back into our lovely Gem! 

From then on, the day seem to unfold very quickly. We had to have a ‘recovery time’ when we went to sit down to have a 

drink and some food. I also wanted to text Helen and ring Jason my husband to let them know the results. I had taken pity 

on my husband and my son and they were spending the day ‘at the woods’. I felt like I had let Helen down, but I suppose 

you have  to  take  things  ‘on  the chin’ and  “the  important  thing  in  life  is not  to  triumph but  to  compete”, as Pierre de 

Coubertin would have said. We were taking part in the biggest show in the UK; showing off Gem who, to me anyway, was 

the best cat in the Hall. Another quote: “You always take the best cat home.” And it is so true! I think it’s this passionate 

love  for  cats  that  you  feel  in  people  which  makes  me  love  cat 

shows, not just the amazing variety of beautiful felines! 

I was very proud of my little Gem, who was attracting a fair amount 

of attention, as more people  seemed  to be  flooding  into  the hall. 

With her eyes begging anyone who was  looking at her  to  let her 

out, and her unusual meowing sounds, people were asking me a lot 

of  questions:  Is  it  a  Russian  Blue?  Is  she  still  a  kitten? We went 

round the hall and saw about half of all the 1186 cats and...(I know 

I am very biased when  I say  this)...but  I don’t  think  I saw another 

breed of cat that was more expressive than our Korats! 

It was really nice to meet fellow Korat breeders William Wilkinson and Cathy Nichols at the show. Sadly, I missed meeting 

Sarah Williams‐Elliss. Apart from us three and Jen at the Korat table, I don’t think there were any other breeders, which is 

a slight shame. Julie was going to be there but could not come because one of her cats was still poorly. I also really wish I 

could have spent more time at the Korat table chatting with Jen and Jennifer Day. 

I am now  looking  forward  to  the KTCA  show  in Stoneleigh  in  January 2012 and  I hope  that  there will be  lots of Korats 

present! As a novice (Gem has not had her first litter yet) talking to lots of other breeders, I feel disappointed and sad at 

the realisation that there  is an unnecessary  ‘divide’  in the UK’s Korat breeding scene.  I wish we were stronger together. 

Some  breeders only want to breed  Korats which  don't carry recessive genes and others  like to breed those who do carry  



14 

the  recessive blue point or  chocolate  genes,  so as  to produce Thai Blue Points  (TBPs) & Thai  Lilacs  (TLs).  I 

personally want  to breed  just Korats because,  it  is  the one  I  fell  in  love with. But  I  totally understand and 

accept that we are not all ‘made from the same mould’ and that other breeders have made other choices and 

decided  to breed TLs and TBPs.  I am of  the opinion  that  the gene pool  is never  too big  for any cats, or any 

breed of animal probably and, with the  facility we have today of genetically testing our cats,  it  is so easy to 

make sure your queen produces Korat kittens if you want her to! Gem is a Korat who does not carry recessive 

genes and so I feel lucky, but even if I felt I had to use a Korat who carries the recessive genes, or is even a TL / 

TBP, their kittens would always be Korats. The UK’s quarantine  law has made  life difficult for breeders  for a 

very long time! You can understand why so many variants and colours were recognised. Things will change as 

from Jan 2012. My priority is to find really nice homes for Gem’s kittens, where they can give out the love and 

friendship I was lucky enough to receive myself from Sapphi and now from Gem! 

When we left the show at 5h30 pm, feeling quite tired and walking very slowly out of the doors of the NEC, the 

day had been so  intense  in emotions that  it was as though we had only been there  for 5 minutes! We’ll be 

back! 

Catherine Tew – Naamjai Korats 

 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 
 

News from Kesa's Home 
Robin and I, the two devoted members of his staff, send everyone our very warmest 
Christmas and New Year wishes, in advance. Kesa is in good form and has got used to his 
luxurious indoor life. I doubt if I can face the worry of letting him outside again after his 
various escapades. He had to have two teeth extracted recently under general anaesthetic, 
and he had blood tests at the same time (which did at least reveal that his kidneys are fine 
now that he is getting a bit older, as a 'senior' feline citizen); so he now has two patches, on 
his neck and one of his legs, where he was shaved for for the needles, and the fur has 
hardly grown there at all since, looking like grey suede. Actually it doesn't look at all bad, 
even we wouldn't want to have a race of naked Korats! A happy 2012 to you, Julie, and the 
newsletter, - which is always so much appreciated, - and to all its readers, from Jane, Robin, 
and, of course, Kesa.  

From Kesa, Jane and Robin 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 

Now I Lay me Down to Sleep 
 
Now I lay me down to sleep,  
The king-size bed is soft and deep...  
I sleep right in the centre groove  
My human can hardly move!  
I've trapped her legs, she's tucked in tight  
And here is where I pass the night  
 
No one disturbs me or dares intrude  
Till morning comes and "I want food!"  
I sneak up slowly to begin  
My nibbles on my human's chin  
She wakes up quickly, I have sharp teeth 

And my claws I will unsheath  
 
For the morning's here and it's time to play  
I always seem to get my way  
So thank you Lord for giving me  
This human person that I see  
The one who hugs me and holds me tight  
And sacrifices her bed at night..... 
 
Author Unknown 
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Christmas Cake Recipe 

For those of you who can't remember last year's recipe..... 
 
Ingredients:  
 
* 2 cups flour     * 1 stick butter   * Nuts   
* 1 tsp baking soda    * 1 cup of sugar   * 1 tsp salt 
* 1 cup of brown sugar   * Lemon juice    * 4 large eggs 
* 1 cup of water   * 2 bottles wine   * 2 cups of dried fruit 
 
Sample the wine to check quality.  Take a large bowl, check the wine again.  To be sure it’s of the 
highest quality; pour one level cup and drink.  Repeat.  Turn on the electric mixer.  At this point it's 
best to make sure the wine is still OK.  Beat one cup of butter in a large fluffy bowl.  Try another cup 

of wine...  just in case.  Add one teaspoon of sugar.  Beat again.  Turn 
off the mixerer thingy.  Sample the wine again.  Break 2 eggs and add 
to the bowl and chuck in the cup of dried fruit.  Pick the frigging fruit 
up off floor.  Mix on the turner.  If the fried druit gets stuck in the 
beaterers just pry it loose with a drewscriver.  Sample the wine to 
check for tonsisticity.  Next, sift two cups of salt; or something.  Check 
the wine.  Now shift the lemon juice and strain your nuts.  Add one 
table.  Add a spoon of sugar, or some fink; whatever you can find.  
Greash the oven.  Turn the cake tin 360 degrees and try not to fall 

over.  Don't forget to beat off the turner.  Finally, throw the bowl through the window.  Finish the 
wine and wipe counter with the cat.  Take a taxi to the supermarket and buy cake.  
 
Bingle Jells - Sounds about right to me!   Cherry Mistmas!!!  Hic! 
 
 

<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<>-<> 

 

Rules for the Cat 
 

The cat is not allowed on the furniture. 
 

Alright, the cat can go on the furniture, but NOT the kitchen counter. 
 

OK, the cat can go on the kitchen counter too, just not when I’m preparing food. Deal? 
 

Fine.... The cat can go wherever it wants, whenever it wants, provided it doesn’t  
swat me in the face at 5.30 in the morning demanding to be fed. 

 
  The cat will be fed at 5.30 in the morning. 
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Supreme Seminar 
 

A team of veterinary scientists from Langford (Bristol) were present during the middle part of the 
day to give some hot topic updates.  
 
Feline Infectious Peritonitis 
Always such a gloomy topic to start with, because of the inevitability of the death sentence for cats 
who are unfortunate enough to develop this disease. There has been a fair amount of publicity on 
the web recently for work being done in the USA with some funding from the Winn Foundation. 
However, Prof Tim Gruffydd-Jones, did not think the modest success with one form of the disease 
would prove widely applicable. It didn’t at present seem to be the magic bullet labelled ‘cure’. There 
was new research in Australia that might hold a glimmer of hope, but there was still more 
understanding needed of how this devilish disease operated in susceptible cats. The only bright spark 
is that it has to be remembered FIP is by no mean an everyday event. 
 
A fairly typical scenario was when an owner presented a young cat, 6 months to 2 years, a diagnosis 
of FIP followed with the inevitable heartbreak as it was learned that there was no cure. Could 
breeders take any steps to prevent this happening to their kittens? The aim should be to reduce the 
opportunity for viral load. Cats and kittens are very likely to have the virus that may cause the 
disease, but the chances of the mutation that triggers it happening are going to be less. 
 

 Pay attention to litter box hygiene, cleaning frequently and thoroughly. 
 Keep numbers of cats and kittens living together low as it’s more difficult to clean and it’s 

stressful for individuals 
 Consider the timing of vaccinations, neutering and rehoming so that each stress is spaced 
 Don’t repeat matings that produce FIP succumbing kittens as there’s most probably a genetic 

element. 
 
Diarrhoea in kittens 
This is one of those things seen a lot as the maternal immunity given to kittens wanes and they are 
getting used to eating. In most cases it isn’t a big deal and will clear on its own fairly quickly. 
However, if kittens are losing condition or it spreads then it’s time to for a vet visit to work out the 
cause and get suitable treatment.  
 
It’s not uncommon when a kitten moves to its new home, as this is a stressful event that can lower 
immunity and also can be a time when new foods are tried and there are other cats about. It usually 
resolves within a short time with dietary review and not sharing litter trays with others, but help 
should be sought for an obviously sick kitten, before there’s drastic weight loss. 
 
Diagnosis can be tricky as the organism responsible doesn’t always show on lab tests, and it’s better 
to target what you’re treating. A good description of what you’re seeing always helps as it can be an 
indication of what’s amiss if there’s blood in the sample or sickness as well as diarrhoea. Sometimes 
the most effective treatment may be off label for cats, but your vet should discuss this with you and 
recommend acceptance of drugs that may not have been trialled for license with cats, but are known 
to work to treat the cause. 
 
A few words were added on panleucopaenia (FIE, feline infectious enteritis). This is rarely seen in 
breeder households now because of the efficacy of the vaccine, and it is expected that pedigree cats 
will be vaccinated. However, it is difficult to eradicate from the environment and kills young kittens 
very quickly. Immunity conferred from their mother (via her vaccination) is the best protection until 
they are old enough to be vaccinated. 
 
This has sparked some veterinary debate recently that maternal immunity could interfere with the 
kitten vaccination received and that a third dose of vaccine was necessary at 16 weeks. Prof Tim 
thought the risk was small as cases of FIE so rarely occurred in pedigree kittens post vaccination. 
There could be an update on this if information changed, but he was not recommending a change to 
something that appeared to work well. 
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Tritrichomonas Foetus 
I don’t want to cover this in depth as Felicity’s first hand experiences given in the Winter 2010 
Newsletter did it so well. Suffice it to say it’s believed to be becoming more common, and should be 
investigated for in all persistent diarrhoea, particularly in kittens and young cats. A PCR test will give 
the best result, but is at present the most expensive. Culture bags will do the job adequately but 
straightforward lab tests only scored 5/36 on Bristol checks. 
 
Because of the problems caused in cattle concern has been expressed about its effects on 
reproduction and subsequent fertility in cats, but there’s no evidence of this to date. Nor is there 
indication of sexual transmission. If TF comes back to a breeding cattery after a stud visit it will have 
been passed on via shared litter trays. Another good reason for short supervised periods of mating if 
at all possible rather than longer spells of communal living. 
 
Chances of this particular nasty being passed on at shows are low, because cats do not share trays 
or have open sided pens where litter may be inadvertently mixed. It’s very fragile once away from 
the cat so routine disinfection of hands should be adequate. Another positive is that people are not 
affected. 
 
Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy 
This is a form of heart disease (thickening of the heart wall) caused by genetic faults in people. 
There are over a hundred human ones known, though so far in cats just two can be tested for at 
present; in Maine Coons and Ragdolls. It’s believed there are others to find and that more research 
needs to be done to understand more fully the part they play in disease development. If you want 
further explanation of this then there’s an excellent paper by Dr Leslie Lyons for cat breeders which 
can be downloaded from the FAB site. 
 
However, although this isn’t something at present that we have concerns about in Korats and Thais, 
there are other forms of heart disease as well as HCM, and cats are masters of disguising when they 
are ill. First signs may be simply less action and more sleep, which is what we expect as our cats get 
older anyway. One useful tip was to get accustomed to your pet’s rhythm of breathing as you enjoy 
peaceful moments together over the years. Then you’ll be aware of any change to quicker or more 
laboured breaths taken and be ready to consult a vet earlier rather than later for any necessary 
investigations. 
 
Question Time 
The scheduled talk on colour testing didn’t take place due to a late start, which was a little 
disappointing, but there wasn’t anything new for us as far as I know. In the question and answer 
session with Professor Tim I asked about contraception again as it often seems to be a burning issue 
between breeders and their vets. It was good to be reassured he hadn't changed his mind about it 
and is happy for breeders to use Ovarid in the way that we do, which is the minimum possible to 
keep a queen out of season while she's too young, it's too soon after her last litter, spacing of litters 
in the household, etc. He commented that the manufacturer's recommended dose is far too much 
and that vets work on the assumption that Ovarid has problems because of the way it was used for 
skin condition treatment (frequent regular dosing) rather than for contraception. 
 
All in all, a very useful seminar. 
 
Jen Lacey – Jenanca Korats 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 

A Doggerel for Cats 
 

I dropped a sock upon the stair 
But when I looked, it wasn't there 
A little cat had grabbed its heel 

And run off with triumphant squeal. 
© Diana Holdsworth 2011 
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Alice’s Diary – Chapter 8 
 
My human has just had a communication from Julie.  Apparently we haven't sent her a copy of my 
latest epistolary masterpiece.  So, suddenly it's all MY fault.  What is more, we have to get it finished 
in the next three hours.  All that dictating will end up in me losing my voice, no doubt.  So, let me 
think; what has happened since my last diary entry?  Not a huge amount.   
 
Life has become a bit tricky since the end of July.  I suppose I should tell you that the human is now 
at home every day.  The best part of it is that she doesn't wake me up at 5.30 every morning and 
then disappear in her tin box on wheels all day.  Also she is at our beck and call all day, should we 
feel a tad peckish.  The worst part is that she sits in our favourite chairs when we want to have a bit 
of a zizz, or turns on the carpet snake when we are having an 'after breakfast', 'after lunch', or even 
'after tea' forty winks. No consideration - none at all!  What is more, she has started using us as 
models.  The silly woman has decided that she is going to earn enough to feed us by painting 
portraits of cats and dogs and horses and even children (shudder/hiss/ growl).  This means that if the 
muse takes her, Solly and I have to pretend we are cute kitties for hour upon hour while she fiddles 
around with oil paints and the like.  Solly gets bored after five minutes and wanders off.  However, I 
am more polite ... As long as I have a lying down pose, I can keep still for hours.  Result - grateful 
human and extra treats.  Little does she know that I would keep that particular pose up for a whole 
day without being asked. 
 
This weather is getting us down.  Apparently the humans are really happy about it.  We aren't.  
Winter is the time for stretching out on top of radiators and curling up in front of fires and things.  The 
human is on an economy drive, and hasn't even turned on the central heating yet.  We have had to 
resort to spending our spare moments hidden under duvets.   Has the woman NO idea of a Korat's 
(or Thai Lilac's) needs and requirements?   
 
On the subject of warmth and comfort, Solly had a good idea the other day.  He saw the human 
putting the duvet (see previous paragraph) into one of her weird machines.  It's the one with a 
window in the front, and stuff goes round and round inside when she presses a button, and then 
comes out wet but smelling nice when she opens it.  Anyway, while the human's attention was 
grabbed by yours truly squeaking piteously by the food bowl, Sir has a bit of a problem with the old 
'curiosity' thing.  Open a door, and he just has to check what is on the other side.  So, he took the 
opportunity to insert himself in through the hole in the machine and settled down on the duvet.  
Human turned back again and shut the little window thingy.  Luckily she then realised she hadn't 
added something called 'fabric conditioner', so she bent down to put it in.  Imagine her surprise when 
she saw two great big green eyes magnified in the glass window.   I think that the Solmeister should 
send a thanksgiving gift to the great goddess Lenor (lavender fragrance) and make her his own 
personal guardian angel!  I believe Julie has put evidence of this monumental event in the colour 
supplement for your delectation. 
 
He would quite like to join me and our human in wishing everyone a happy Christmas and a better 
2012 than those funny humans that call themselves politicians are promising.  He sends a plea to 
everyone's humans to remember that a turkey is not just for Christmas - it's for Korat's! 
 
Transcribed, as usual, by Caroline Bertram – human slave 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> <<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Cat Quotes (sent in by Robin Miller) 
 
“If a dog jumps in your lap, it is because he is fond of you; but if a cat does the same thing, it is 
because your lap is warmer." - Alfred North Whitehead 
 
“Kittens are born with their eyes shut. They open them in about six days, take a look around, then 
close them again for the better part of their lives.” - Stephen Baker 
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£Treasurer’s Notes 
 
My page this edition comes with a Health Warning -- DO NOT FALL ASLEEP -- I have to write a little bit about 
the Data Protection Act. See, you are yawning already, come on, keep with me, it gets better, honest. 
 
The Newsletter is an expensive item to post for a small club like ours with limited funds so the Committee 
has a suggestion for you. Rather than posting a copy of the Newsletter to you how would you like it to be e-
mailed to you instead? This will save postage and the savings will be passed back to you in a reduced - Yes 
you did read that correctly, reduced membership fees. This will be a reduction of £2 in the fee. Now to give 
this the best chance, Julie wants to e-mail each of you to see if you would like to take up this offer and I 
need to pass on to her all your e-mail addresses. 
 
Still awake? Good. This is the Data Protection bit I was on about. If you don't want me to send your e-mail to 
her then you have to let me know so it can be omitted from the list, in this case a silence/no response 
indicates that you don't object to me sending her the details. She will then contact you directly about an e-
mail newsletter. Don't worry if you still want a paper copy, these will still be in production and no one will 
miss out. There, wasn't too bad was it? You can wake up again now. 
 
Remember of course that you can now pay your subs by PayPal ... treasurekca@btinternet.com THREE 
members have done this so far so well done and thanks. I am, as ever, available for cash or cheque! 
 
I'm writing this the morning after the Supreme and just before Jen and I go out for jelly and ice cream at 
Grandson's 3rd Birthday party and I know which I prefer!!! Anyway, like many I expect, after a cat show like 
the Supreme where I have to trundle along (usually I stay home, see to cat callers and cook the evening 
meal----I know, I know I'm a little gem!) we normally go out to the local Chinese for a quick meal on the 
Saturday evening which is what we did last night. 
 
We looked at the menu and decided to go for the Chicken Surprise. The waitress brought the meal a few 
minutes later, presented in a lidded cast iron pot. Just as Jen was about to serve herself the lid of the pot 
rose slightly and she briefly saw two beady little eyes looking around before she dropped the lid back down. 
She looked at me and said, ”Good grief! Did you see that?” 
I replied that I hadn’t so raised the lid to peep in the pot. I encountered the beady little eyes staring at me. 
So naturally I had to call the waitress over for an explanation. She asked what we’d ordered and I confirmed 
Chicken Surprise. 
 
Ready for this -- you are going to love it -- "Ah, so sorry, I bring you Peeking Duck! " she says. 
 
Take care and enjoy life.   
Cheers 
Brian 
 

Brian Lacey (Treasurer) 
treasurerkca@btinternet.com 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

KCA Subscriptions for 2012 are due 1st January 2012 
 

Single: £9    Joint: £11 Overseas: £12                           To include a paper newsletter 
 
Single: £7    Joint: £ 9        No overseas supplement          Newsletter sent by email 

 
Name(s) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Email address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   Tel. _ _ _ _ _ _________ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Send your cheques, payable to Korat Cat Association, to: 
Brian Lacey (Treasurer), The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF 

 
Payment via PayPal using:        treasurerkca@btinternet.com 
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CARTOON PAGE 

 
 

 
 

CAT  IMPLANTS 
   

 

 
CARPET CROP CIRCLE INVESTIGATORS 

 

“You’ll like working here. We have 5 scheduled  

nap breaks each day, plenty of breakable things  
to knock off your desk and the snack room has  
a new stick of butter to lick every morning.” 

 



KORAT  & THAI CAT  ASSOCIATION 
LIST  OF  BREEDERS 

 
 

NAME / LOCATION   PREFIX / TEL NO EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS 
 

Mr R & Mrs L Best*   Myfanwy  richbest@hotmail.com 
Cardiff     029 2084 2845 
Mr & Mrs L Black   No Prefix   felicityvincent@googlemail.com 
London    020 7485 1211 
Mr S & Mrs D Brown   Shantung  denisebrown138@btinternet.com 
West Yorkshire   01977 510978 
Ms Julie Cherkas    Jusarka  jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
Southampton     023 8090 4187 
Ms Jo Collar    No Prefix   j.collar@ntlworld.com 
Surrey     07799 062143 
Miss J Couch*    Jasumik  tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk 
South Wales     01792 791207 
Mrs S L Edwards   Moei   sherylleona@hotmail.co.uk 
Wirral     01516 395067 
Mrs C Harding-Brown*   Clairabelle  animalantix@woodside.co.uk 
Berkshire     07889 119224  www.animalantix.com 
Mrs H Hawkins*    Koorahk  koorahk_korats34@hotmail.com 
Manchester     0161 281 6482 www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk 
Mrs J Jeffers*    Maipenrai  jj@korat.co.uk 
Isle of Man     01624 823655 
Mrs J Lacey*     Jenanca  jen.lacey@btinternet.com 
Rutland     01664 474408  www.jenanca.com 
Mrs A Locher    Bikila         walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk 
London    020 8898 4299 
Miss C Nichols*    Nikelsilva  nikelsilva@yahoo.com 
Humber Bridge   01482 627029 
Mr O Rabia*    Camacoona  camacoona@aol.com 
Carlisle    07502 028753  www.cobs-can.co.uk/camacoona.htm 
Mrs M Saunders   Chandrakan  mary23@btinternet.com 
Devon     01395 597791 
Miss C Treacher   Saluay   clare.treacher@virgin.net 
London    07714 279625 
Mr W Wilkinson   Theoaks  williewilkinson@btinternet.com  
North Cotswolds   01608 651140  
Mrs S Williams-Elliss*  Serennol  serennol@yahoo.co.uk   
Nottinghamshire    07807 888718  www.serennol.co.uk 
Mrs Liz Wilson    Higford  lizziecatw@higford.orangehome.co.uk 
Herefordshire    01531 660283         

* Denotes stud ownership   
 

OVERSEAS BREEDERS 
 
Ms C Baird    Primprau’s  Denmark     mail@korat.dk 
Ms D Mastrangelo   Jadeye  Italy          email@jadeye.eu 
Mr B Pollesche   Kobalt   Germany     bpollesche@arcor.de 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

K&TCA  KITTEN  LIST  SERVICE 
 
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KCA website. 
         Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. Korats or Thais) 
                                            and number of each sex still available. 
                       

Please remember to let Julie know when your kittens have been placed. 
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