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 PICTURE GALLERY 
Show Cats! 

 

 

 

 

Gr Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower. Overall Best in Show at 
the KCA 4th Championship Show. Owner: Jen Day; 

Breeder: Janet Jeffers. 

John Hansson with Helen Marriott-Power during Best in 
Show judging at KCA Show. With our Show Manager, Lynda 

Ashmore, ‘supervising’ in the background. 
  

  
Gr Ch Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise, BIS Adult Korat at 

KCA Show with Owner/Breeder Julie Cherkas. 
The “club” table at the KCA Show at Stoneleigh Park with 

Elaine Evans. A rare “quiet” moment when we were able to 
get a clear shot without any visitors.   

  

  
Gr Ch Jusarka Pussywillow. Best of Variety 

Foreign Adult at Surrey & Sussex Show. 
Owner/Breeder: Julie Cherkas 

Gr Pr Maipenrai DowJai Owner: Rev Elaine Evans; Breeder: 
Janet Jeffers.  

Photo courtesy of Nigel Goddard, KSDigital Photography. 
 

 



 PICTURE GALLERY 
More cats from our members ...... 

 

  
Thanks to Denise Brown who sent in this photo of 

Nikelsilva Skye and her kittens! 
 Syrie and her housemate Buckley, a chocolate 

Burmese. Many thanks to George Terry for sharing. 
  

  
A trio of Korats & Thais – Thanks to Jen Day Merry – thanks to Neil & Helen Hastilow 

  

  
Mimi in her basket – so relaxed! Thanks to 

Annemarie Locher for this one 
Maisie, making herself at home after sneaking into Jo 

Graham’s daughter’s bedroom. 
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Chair’s report 
 
 
This my first report as your new Chair.  I can’t believe that it is 12 years since I 
became a member of the KCA, and later a member of the committee.  This opened 
a whole new world to Sylvia and myself, which we greatly enjoy. 
 
 
Once again the KCA Show in April 2010 was a resounding success and much 
warmer than the previous year, which was good for our cats. 
 
 
Looking to the future, perhaps we should ask ourselves how we can help our KCA - 
encourage Korat lovers to join and support our newsletter which continues to go 
from strength to strength and perhaps even become a member of the committee. 
 
I look forward to the next three years with anticipation. 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Bill Edwards 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Red Dots! 

 
Does your newsletter have a red dot on the cover?  If so, your 2010 
subscription, due on 1st January, is still unpaid.  If your subs aren’t paid, your 
membership will lapse and this will be the last newsletter you receive.  If you 
are a breeder, you will also lose the advantages of website advertising.  To 
continue your membership, please complete the form on page 19 and send 
your subs to Brian.   
 
And remember, your 2011 subs will still be due on 1 January 2011. 
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Editor’s Note 
 
Summer has been (and gone) but at least we actually had some sun this year.  I hope you and 
your cats are feeling relaxed and ready to face the colours of autumn and winter? 
 
Your newsletter is a little late but as they say “better late than never” and I can only apologise 
and hope it was worth the wait!  I’ve had a house full of kittens for most of the year as I’ve 
been playing ‘catch up’ mating my entire girls to avoid them getting pyo’s!  I’m pleased to report 
I have now caught up but I probably don’t need to tell you that the 16 kittens I currently have 
are keeping me pretty busy  
 
Rescue/Rehomed Cats and the KCA website – The website continues to play its part 
advertising kittens and finding suitable homes for cats which, for one reason or another, need 
another home.  Since the last newsletter we have placed 7 cats; 3 Korats; and a 12 year old Thai 
Lilac with his 3 moggy friends aged 14, 14, and 8 – to the same home!  There are some genuinely, 
very nice people out there.  Do take a look at the website and let me have any feedback, good 
or bad.  You can email me directly from the links on the website at www.korats.org.uk 
 
Club news – the new committee was voted in at the AGM in April.  Work started on the KCA 
Breeding Policy which should be completed soon.   
  
Show News – KCA will have a presence in ‘club row’ at the Supreme in November (see page 16).  
Results from our rearranged 4th Championship Show are on page 5.  Finally, schedules for the 
next show to be held on 9 January 2011 will be available soon on our own, and the GCCF, 
website.  Do think about entering as we will be penned in a group this year to maintain the 
intimacy of a breed show, sadly lacking for the last few years. 
 
Feline Infectious Peritonitis – many of you helped to contribute to the collection I made in 
April to sponsor one of the Winn Feline Foundation research projects into this horrible disease. 
I am pleased to report that we collected almost £1000 and a donation of $1400 was made. 
 
Electronic Newsletters – the take up rate for these was very disappointing.  Do remember the 
benefits; you will get your newsletter earlier by email.  All pictures will be in colour, you can 
print it if you still like to have a paper copy - and you will be saving your club money! Just send 
me an email to subscribe to electronic newsletters. 
 
Sad news – One of our long-term breeders, Chris Saltmarshe, died on 17 September, following 
a long illness.  Chris will be sadly missed by the club as her Thai Lilac lines were legendary.  See 
page 17. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank all those who have contributed; please keep sending in your 
articles - and photos! I need your photos and articles for the next issue by the middle of 
November – not long due to this issue being delayed!  Enjoy your newsletter  
 
Julie Cherkas, KCA Newsletter Editor 
 
Email your contributions to me at: jusarka@yahoo.co.uk or you can send paper copies to me; my address 
is inside the front cover.   



4 

The Cat’s Whiskers 
 

 Cats seem always to be finding new ways to do nothing! 
 Of course cats are smarter than dogs – ever heard of a dog that could use a litter tray! 
 Obviously cats are superior to dogs – cats would never deign to roll over on demand. 
 Kittens regard their humans as nothing more than convenient springboards to jump 

from one place to another! 
 There is no snooze button on a cat that wants breakfast. 
 A cat is a pygmy lion that loves mice, hates dogs and patronizes humans. 
 Anything not nailed down is a cat toy. 
 Often cats wear an expression suggesting that mere humans should be grateful that 

cats condescend to live with them! 
 Until you have loved a cat, a part of your soul remains un-wakened. 
 With a dog you give a command, with a cat you make a request! 
 There is no reasoning with a cat that is determined to sit on your newspaper. 
 Wedging itself between face and book, the cat’s expression says, “You didn’t really 

want to read that did you? 
 The purity of a person’s heart can be quickly measured by how they regard cats. 
 You can cat-proof your house but you can’t cat-proof your heart! 
 There’s no crime from which a cat can’t extricate itself by a little timely purring! 
 You know you are a true cat lover when your cat has smoked salmon for tea and you 

have beans on toast! 
 Every dog has his day but the nights are reserved for the cats! 
 To a dog you are family….To a cat you are staff!! 
 A cute expression and a purr, and the latest “shredding incident” is forgotten! 
 A Cat unable to hear the command “OFF!!” can miraculously hear a fridge door open 

from the bottom of the garden! 
 A reclining cat makes the shabbiest of sofas look chic. 
 CAT (n): 1. Furry keyboard cover 2. Alarm Clock 
 Cats don’t have owners, they have caretakers. 
 You know you are cat obsessed when you replace you spouse’s photo in your wallet 

with one of your cat. 
 Dogs believe they are human, Cats believe they are God! 
 My cat’s not spoilt…I’m just well trained! 
 A home is where the cat hair sticks to everything but the cat! 
 You know you are ‘cat crazed’ when you consider cat fur the perfect accessory to any 

outfit! 
 You know the cat rules the house when he’s sleeping in the best armchair and you are 

sitting on the floor! 
Cats are cute! – And the really annoying thing is, that they know it! 

       

       
Extracts from The Cat’s Whiskers Desk Calendar 2010 - Kindly forwarded by Dee Hillier-Kidston 
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Korat Cat Association Show 

4th  Championship Show – Coventry, 18 April 2010 

Well, at last we have held our 4th Championship breed show!  This was supposed to be 
held on 9 January but was postponed due to horrendous weather conditions, for the 
UK, at least! It was rescheduled for April and the weather was beautiful.  
Congratulations, and many thanks to Lynda Ashmore (show manager) and her team 
for organising what I thought was a very smoothly run show – not once, but twice!!!  

There were 18 Korats & Thais entered but sadly, only 11 present; 1 male, 3 females, 1 
Thai Lilac. Just 1 kitten.  But the neuters excelled with 5 entered, 5 present; 2 males, 
2 females and 1 Thai Lilac.  Sadly, the two Thai Blue Point adults entered were absent 
on the day. 

The titles were won by: 

Adults 
Imperial Grand Champion Certificate (F) – Gr Ch Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise, (BOB) 
The male IGC certificate was withheld. 
Grand Champion Certificate (F) – Ch Theoaks Remoana, there were no male entries. 
The Challenge Certificate for the female open (no male entries) was also withheld but 
first prize was awarded to Moei Lalana; exactly 9 months old on the day! 
 
Kitten 
Jusarka Gingko (male, 7 mths), 1st in the Open class and awarded BOB. 
 
Neuter 
Imperial Grand Premier Certificate (M) – Gr Pr Maipenrai Dowjai 
Imperial Grand Premier Certificate (F) – UK & IGP Maipenrai Tao Princess, (BOB) 
Grand Premier Certificate (M) – Gr Pr Maipenrai Dowjai 
Grand Premier Certificate (F) – Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower 
Premier Certificate (M) – Theoaks George – there were no female entries. 
 
Intermediate Classes 
Both Thai Lilacs, Thanonwang Elvenstar (F) and Maipenrai Lilac Foxglove (FN) were 
awarded Intermediate Certificates.  
 
Best in Show Results (chosen from BOB, Imperial Grand and Grand winners)  
 
Overall Best in Show – Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower 
Best in Show Adult – Gr Ch Jusarka Thai Lilac Promise 
Best in Show Kitten – Jusarka Gingko 
Best in Show Neuter – Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower 
Best in Show Thai – Thanonwang Elvenstar 
 
A good day out was had by all, I think. 
 
Julie Cherkas 
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Alternative Aloe – Treatment for your Cat? 
 
The medicinal and healing properties of Aloe Vera have been known for 1,000s of years.  
Typically we know of it as beneficial to burns, but it has so many other uses too, to epithelial 
tissue and to immune systems in animals as well as humans.  It is an adaptogen, takes only 
what’s needed to help rebalance the body – the one product can be used to resolve 
extremes of the same condition, such as say, dry flaky skin to over greasy spotty skin, or 
diarrhoea to constipation. 
 
Google Aloe Vera and cats however, and more often than not, it is a 
negative message that will be returned and claims that Aloe Vera is 
toxic.  It is not!  The Feline Advisory Bureau, the Veterinary Poisons 
Information Service and Forever Living Products (the world’s largest 
grower and producer of Aloe Vera plants and products) have all 
confirmed to me that Aloe Vera is not harmful to cats.  The Salicylic 
Acid in Aloe Vera is not Acetyl Salicylic Acid as found in Aspirin, so 
is not toxic, in fact it is antipyretic (will help lower fevers), antiseptic 
and works as a good exfoliator, so is very useful.  At worst, an 
overdose of Aloe Vera may result in diarrhoea in the cat, just as it 
may with humans. 
 
In 1844 Veterinary Schools were granted the Royal Charter to become Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.  At this time Aloe Vera was a major player in the treatment of animals, 
so much so that the college chose to depict the plant in its cot of arms.  Aloe Vera 
Barbadensis Miller is still today on this coat of arms, and it is this variety of Aloe Vera which 
has the most medicinal properties and uses. 
 
As well as being a natural product used since the ancient civilisations of Egypt, Greece and 
Rome (one of the earliest references to medicinal use was found on an Egyptian temple 
carving from around 2,000BC), there are now more than 200 clinical trials worldwide that 
provide evidence of anecdotal claims of the healing powers of Aloe Vera.  Nevertheless, the 
veterinary (and medical) profession continues to be reticent about its use, most likely due to 
lack of knowledge than true reason. 
 
Aloe Vera should not be viewed as a cure all, but used selectively it is a very beneficial herb 
for many conditions involving the epithelial tissues and immune system.  It should not be 
seen as an alternative to traditional medicals but an additional preparation used in an 
integrated way along side them.  Natural, complementary treatments like Aloe Vera, can 
successfully and safely be used in place of veterinary medicines in many cases, negating 
the need to use man-made/chemical substances on/in our cats, but it is important to do this 
with your vets approval and support.  As Aloe Vera has been found to have no negative side 
effects, and doesn’t counter-act with traditional medicines, it is possible to use both together.  
When this is done, swifter healing/return to health is often observed. 
 

An Aloe Vera plant must be 4 years old before its medicinal properties 
are mature and useable, so it is important not to harvest before this 
time.  The medicinal properties are found only in the inner gel, so if the 
whole leaf is processed and used in a product, its efficacy will be 
reduced, therefore, when using Aloe Vera products, it is important that 
they contain only stabilised inner gel.  There are many companies 
producing Aloe Vera products, but most use the whole leaf and also, if 
you look at the ingredients listing, have more water than Aloe Vera, so 
do check carefully the products you decide to use.   
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Personally, I can’t recommend a better company than Forever Living Products – I’ve 
used other products previously to no obvious benefit (on me personally), but quickly saw 
results with these products, and on the cats too. 
 
 
     Some Reputed Actions of Aloe Vera: 
 

     Some Suggested Uses of Aloe: 

• Improved ‘well being’ 
• Antioxidant 
• Skin Cleanser & Moisturiser 
• Encourages Skin Cell Division leading to increased 

wound healing 
• Local Anaesthetic 
• Antimicrobial/Antifungal 
• Anti-inflamatory 
• Decreases Itching 
• Lowers Temperature 
• No Detectable Adverse Side Effects 

 

• Skin Problems 
• Wounds & Burns 
• Digestive System Problems 
• Immunological System Problems 
• Ear & Eye Conditions 

 

 
 
Some products that I’ve found incredibly useful for my cats:  
 
• Aloe Vera Gelly – a clear, non-staining gel, used topically to cleanse, soothe and 

moisturise skin conditions such as scratches, cuts and bites, feline chin acne, dry 
nipples and minor mastitis, stud tail and diluted with lukewarm water to bathe eyes.  
It can also be rubbed into teeth and gums to reduce/prevent tartar build-up and gum 
disease. 

• Aloe Veterinary Formula – a great coat conditioner, and also useful when grooming 
to reduce flyaway fur.  (Ideal on animals with larger wounds/skin conditions to act as 
a spray cleanser without having to rub the sensitive area.) 

• Aloe Vera Gel – a liquid dietary food which can be 
added to your pet’s food or water (my cats get it 
daily in their water) having a tonic effect, 
maintaining healthy appetite, suppleness of joints 
and revitalising energy levels (as if Korats need 
help with energy levels!) and may help reduce an 
animal’s sensitivity to external irritants. 

• Multi-Purpose Detergent – as it says on the bottle, 
for all your household cleaning, chemical free so 
no worries about children or animals going on it when floor/surfaces are wet.  I use it 
for all my washing up, for cleaning floors, bathroom and litter trays, cat bedding 
laundry, window cleaning and have recently discovered it is great at stopping ants in 
their tracks .  

 
 
Feel free to contact me for further information on Aloe Vera and its uses – I can be 
contacted through Julie Cherkas (see inside front cover) – I am not an expert, although 
have attended some training courses, and I most certainly have no medical or veterinary 
training (and will make no medical claims), but I can speak from personal experience, 
from information from Forever Living Products and their Professional Advisory Board 
and from the experiences of others. 
 
Fiona Sanderson – Drasnian Singapuras – soon to be Korats & Thais too! 



8 

GCCF News 
 
The first thing that had to happen at the June Council Meeting was that all the business from the 
previous meeting had to be ratified to ensure it could not be subject to any sort of legal challenge. 
There was some doubt on the legality of the change of date made because of the rail strike. 
Fortunately, this was done without any dispute so GCCF will now definitely be incorporated as a 
limited company. This should give some protection to club funds in the future, and may help with 
sponsorship deals and the like, but there won’t be changes to impact on ordinary members. 
 
In my opinion though, the most important proposal that went through in June was nothing to do with 
incorporation, nor elections for officers and committees that take place at this meeting.  It was the 
coming into being of the YES, the GCCF scheme for Young Exhibitors Showing. As the Chairman 
pointed out if we don't support and encourage the young people who want to show, help at shows and 
learn more about cats and their care then we lose out on potential newcomers to the hobby. 
 
Mrs Gregory and her team had put a tremendous amount of preparation into this scheme. 
Youngsters who have their own pets and attend shows wanting to learn more are to be taught about 
cats and prove their knowledge by gaining a series of certificates for various activities. The process 
has been vetted by the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme and solicitors to ensure it complies with safety, 
insurance and protection regulations, and parental consent is essential. 
 
What was most heartening was to hear from two of those keen to start the scheme. Andrew 
addressed the meeting very competently  and explained just what showing his cat meant to him and 
how he really wanted to learn more and become involved, maybe even a judge one day. Lucy couldn't 
be present but she'd written a super letter showing such enthusiasm. I can't imagine there was any 
delegate who wasn't impressed, and the scheme was adopted enthusiastically. It was sponsored and 
there would be no call on GCCF finances. 
 
If know any young people who would like to take part more details are on the GCCF website here 
http://www.gccf-yes.co.uk/ and candidates also have their own Facebook site. 
 
Mr Scruton gave a brief update on the Cat Welfare Trust. The previous study had been completed 
but was slow in the publication process. There would be a meeting in August to assess new proposed 
research that could be of benefit to our cats. 
 
Mr Hansson announced preliminary planning for the World Cat Congress meeting to be hosted by 
GCCF in 2013. It would be supported by a show and seminar and would be a chance to demonstrate 
GCCF's strengths to others as well as welcome them to the UK. No definite costing had been made 
as yet, but he didn't foresee it being a tremendous drain on finances. Delegates welcomed the idea 
in principle and were happy for further planning to go ahead. 
 
From the Treasurer's report and Auditor’s comments it seemed as if the price increases had pulled 
GCCF back from the financial disaster that seemed to be looming large at the June meeting last 
year. This hasn’t disappeared, and everything has to be done with cost in mind, but as long as the 
Supreme can make a small profit again, staff costs are kept in check and registrations remain 
steady GCCF goes on into its second century. 
 
I suppose it just wouldn't be Council if there wasn't something that caused contention. This time it 
was whether or not GCCF non-registered cats could be permitted entry to the Supreme. A new form 
of registration had been arranged for these at the cost of £250 for the computer programming. 
Show Management's plan was to do a special show only registration as a one off so that cats from 
other registries could join the Supreme for GCCF's 100th birthday.  
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It wasn't the intention to register such cats as suitable for breeding, but the rules seemed to make 
no allowance for such a distinction. Several delegates expressed disappointment that the matter 
had not reached the agenda so that Council could debate and approve a rule change if the majority 
so wished. 
 
Eventually a show of hands was taken and it indicated approval might be gained. It was left that the 
schedule could go out welcoming others, as intended, with the actual proposal making it for the 
October Council  agenda. Other Supreme information put forward was GCCF cats won't need to 
qualify this year. All exhibitors will have to sign to abide by the 13 day rule. Most importantly, all 
judging will be to the GCCF SOP by GCCF judges.     
 

Standard of Points Book 
The Centenary Edition 

 
To celebrate its 100th birthday GCCF has brought out its SOPs in smart purple and gold livery. They 
have been formatted and printed so that updating can be done easily.  
 
Copies are available from the GCCF office for £15 plus postage and packing. 
 
Jen Lacey (Delegate) 
 

 -:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:- 
 

I had a declutter earlier in the year in preparation for my daughter and small grandchild 
arriving for a prolonged stay.  I couldn't help turning the pages of some of the 30 years 
of Korat newsletters I have.  This was a delightful find.  Anyone know who wrote it? 
 
Jen Lacey 

I'm A Korat 
 
I've been chasing my tail for ages 
I'm as dizzy as dizzy can be 
And now I'm just lying here thinking 
What new mischief I can see 
 
I've perfected my wallpaper stripping 
I've got it down to a fine art 
I just peel it off with my tootsies 
And get out of there double smart 
 
I should have been named Paul Daniels 
Cos' I can make things disappear 
And when pens and pencils go missing 
It's always when I've been near 
 
But I have an excuse ... I'm a kitten 
And kittens do all naughty things 
I don't want to worry my human 
I'm a Korat ... not an angel with wings. 
 
Anon April 1996 
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Alice’s Diary – Chaper 4 
It has been difficult to get this edition of my diary to you.  Only the persistence that our breed is well known 
for has brought it to fruition.    You see, if there is an equally persistent teenage Korat in the house who insists 
on pouncing on me from all directions, my legendary powers of concentration lapse somewhat.  Add to this, if 
you will, the fact that my human is, she tells me, trying to get her pictures finished for exhibitions this 
summer, and you will understand that my ingenuity has been stretched to its limit. 

Solly, [or Jusarka Solomon, as he insists on being called, 
because he thinks that ‘Solly’ is a cissy sort of name for 
a handsome silvery-blue hunk of feline gorgeousness 
[his words, not mine]], has learnt a great deal from his 
mentor [me] over the last nine months.   I don’t mind 
telling you that I was not entirely at ease with the 
human’s bright idea to get a kitten to keep me 
company.  It makes a cat feel that she is not good 
enough, but now he has learnt some of my ways, he is 
becoming more civilised, and it is nice to have someone 
else for the human to blame for life’s little upsets on 
her oatmeal coloured carpet.  However, I had to explain 
to her recently that I need somewhere I can defend 
from all comers so that I can have forty winks in peace.  
Her answer was that she had bought me a cat tree, and 

that I had already denuded her shelves of books, so that I could look down on everyone … but what good is 
that when the evil one can climb just as well as [and if truth were told, somewhat better than] me.  Her 
answer was to give me the cardboard box that the new carpet snake arrived in. I can recommend this to 
everyone.  A girl can sit up in it without brushing her ears or whiskers against the sides, and more importantly, 
as it is about ten cat-lengths from one end to the other,  Solly can be duffed up without him being able to get 
back at me. 

He’s quite smart, that pesky little kitten.   I showed him how to catch mice, even though I personally find it is a 
bit too much of an effort to do it too often.  Anyway, the first one that he caught all by himself was duly 
brought in for the human to enjoy.  I still don’t know why she is determined to throw our precious gifts away 
everytime we make the effort.  She put both Solly and the mouse outside, and after a bit of piteous staring 
through the window, he trotted away to play with it for a bit.   The next time he caught one, he brought it to 
the French Window, showed it to us, and continued to play with it outdoors.  That got him brownie points.  He 
had enormous fun with a froglet too the other day.  Their legs are so long that when you throw them over 
your shoulder, they do cartwheels for ages before hitting the ground.   

I was going to tell you about how I hate it when he leaps onto me from the other side of the room, or jumps 
on me as I come in, and how it was spoiling what could be a 
close and long-lasting friendship.   But something happened last 
week that has changed my opinion of him.   The human had 
deserted us.  Some excuse about a trip to the theatre to see 
Spamalot…  when she got back, even she could notice that I was 
not feeling awfully well.  For some reason or another, I couldn’t 
get  my tongue to stay inside my mouth, and I was dripping 
saliva   everywhere  and  worst  of  all,  my  beautiful  voice   had    
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disappeared somewhere.  The human almost panicked, but she telephoned Solly’s other mother, Julie, and 
they decided that I hadn’t been poisoned, so the trip to  the devils in white coats could wait until morning.  I 
curled up in a little ball next to the human – and then, wonder of wonders, Solly tiptoed over, gave me a little 
wash and brush up and then curled up around me, in a comforting sort of way. He didn’t leave me for a 
minute until I was put in my box in the morning, in order to be subjected to all the indignities that are thrust 
upon us by those pesky white coated fiends. He looked after me for the next two days before going back to 
his usual boisterous ways.  I won’t forget his kindness.  By the way, did you know that your brains can be 
cleaned most efficiently by a raspy tongued friend if he can get said tongue far enough down into your ears? 

It’s his birthday next month.  I might even go and catch an extra-specially juicy mouse for his tea. 

Transcribed, as usual, by Caroline Bertram – human slave 

 

                  



KCA Committee Report
    At the AGM elections took place for President, Vice President, 
     committee members, delegate, and  substitute delegate. 
     As always the Electoral Committee Meeting was held immediately 

                 after the AGM to elect officers from those elected to the Committee.

Officers and Committee Members for April 2010 - 2011 are:

Honorary President     Mrs Judith Jewkes
Honorary Vice-President Mrs Jane Hard
Chairman  Wil l iam Edwards
Vice Chairman    Julie Cherkas
Secretary Jen Lacey
Treasurer  Brian Lacey
Show Support Secretary Sheryl Edwards
Newsletter Editor Julie Cherkas
GCCF Delegate Jen Lacey
Substitute Delegate Julie Cherkas

Committee members: Dr Caroline Bertram, Jen Day,Sylvia Edwards, Tina Heath 
and Janet Jeffers
(our President and Vice-president are always welcome to join us, of course).

Those of you who have been members for some time, and follow news about  KCA’s Committee, will 
notice there are some differences this time. For one, Sylvia is no longer our Chairman. Although it 
doesn’t seem to have been that that long she’s served her three year term which is the maximum 
that our rules permit. 

It’s very hard to have to part with a good Chairman who’s supportive to the Committee and 
effective in meetings, and Sylvia has been both. However, it’s worse for a club to have to put up 
with a poor Chairman who’s determined to cling to office, which is the reason for the rule. It only 
excludes someone for a year and Sylvia can stand again next April if she so wishes. Everyone sends 
good wishes to hope ongoing eye operations improve her sight. Meanwhile, husband Bill stepped into 
the breach, and I’m sure he’s aware Sylvia is a hard act to follow.

There were some changes to the Committee in April. It’s good to welcome Caroline Bertram taking a 
Committee role for the first time, though she’s often been around to give a hand at the Supreme. 

Gretta Hall-Tamlyn took on the role of KCA’s Show Manager over 10 years ago when we put on our 
very first show. She had some experience in this area and, crucially, wasn’t involved with 
breeding/showing Korats herself so could be independent. There’s been less of a role for Gretta  
since the KCA became one of the group of small clubs who combined for shows under the able 
management of Lynda Ashmore. However, her life took a step away from cats in the direction of 
commitment to the Royal Shakespeare Company. So the break wasn’t entirely a surprise. We’ll miss 
her being around at Committee, but wish her well.

The other previous member no longer with us is Catherine Nichols, who didn’t stand again. There 
were also our two previously co-opted members Liz Phillips and Tina Heath. Liz didn’t stand , but 
Tina did and is welcomed as a full  Committee member.

This year the Committee wants to look at the rules and make revisions taking account of electronic 
communication. We also have Breeding Policy to prepare for GCCF via KBAC. In September members 
will have Korats and Thais at the Joint Foreign Seminar and the club will be represented again at the 
Supreme.

Please don’t forget KCA’s show on 8th January. Schedules will be available from 
the website in October.

Any queries  you are always welcome to contact me at:

The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Oakham, Rutland LE15 7HF
Tel: 01664 474408     E-mail : Jen.Lacey@btinternet.com Jen Lacey (Secretary)

Jen Lacey
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CONGRATULATIONS BLUEBELL 
 
Well done Bluebell for being OVERALL BEST IN SHOW at our own Korat Cat Show at 
Stoneleigh Park on Sunday 18th April 2010.  I took my three cats to the show. 
 
UK IMPERIAL GRAND PREMIER MAIPENRAI TAO PRINCESS  (Portia) who won her 
Imperial Certificate and Best of Breed. 
 
MAIPENRAI LILAC FOXGLOVE (Oliver) gained his 1st Intermediate Certificate and Best of 
Breed. 
 
PREMIER MAIPENRAI DOC FLOWER (Bluebell) gained her 2nd Grand Certificate and Reserve 
Grand at the Short Haired Cat Show. 
 
As a committee member I was helping on our display table.  I returned all the Trophies that Portia 
won last year as Overall Best in Show 2009. 
 
At 4pm John Hansson judged our Best in Show for the Korats which Bluebell was best neuter. He 
awarded Bluebell OVERALL BEST IN SHOW, guess who took home the trophies again 
 
On the 15th May I entered Bluebell in the Suffolk and Norfolk Cat show.  I was very pleased 
because she gained her 3rd Grand Certificate 
 
I was helping doing table work and when I finished, I went to Bluebell’s pen to find her missing.  
She was the best foreign neuter and in the winners row.  As they judged the foreign variety it was 
announced over the tannoy, that the foreign neuter was a KORAT.  She missed out on being the 
best but it was good for the breed to get a mention. 
 
So now Bluebell is after her 5 Imperial certificates and 2 UK certificates so crossed fingers at 
Doncaster on the 10th July. 
 

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:- 
 

Cat One Liners! 

• What side of the cat has the most fur? The OUT-side.  

• What is a cat's favourite car? The Catillac.  

• What kind of cat will keep your grass short? A Lawn Meower.  

• Why did the judge dismiss the entire jury made up of cats? Because each of them was 

guilty of purrjury.  

• What do you use to comb a cat? A catacomb.  

• Why did the cat run from the tree? Because it was afraid of the bark!  

• Why is it so hard for a leopard to hide? Because he's always spotted.  
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The Vicarage Kit! 

Who would have known?  You wouldn’t think it to listen to him at a Cat Show, but... 

Grand Premier Maipenrai Dowjai (known to all and sundry as “Jai” – among other things…) is in fact a 
“Vicarage kit”.  And he has been for all of his life except the first 13 weeks.  

I have just been re-reading the show reports on him from 2009 and on into 2010, and every single one 
mentions his good command of the Korat language, with expletives thrown in. I am ashamed of him, I 
really am… 

In spite of his grumpiness and attempts to be fierce, he actually jumps into the cat carrier all by himself on 
show days, (and on vet days, and on cattery days…) having first satisfied himself that the cat bag is 
correctly packed and prepared for him. We then remove his brother from the carrier, check that we have 
removed the correct cat, reassure the two old lady cats that they are included out of this particular 
expedition, and leave the house at varyingly early times of the morning, (according to my husband), or the 
middle of the night (according to me).  

Last year we attended shows in Worcester, Chester, Leigh (near Manchester,) the two held near us at the 
County Showground in Stafford, the “Supreme” at the NEC near Birmingham, and even one across the 
border in North Wales. We have met some lovely people (both fellow-exhibitors and trade stand holders), 
seen some fabulous cats, and Jai has been made up to Grand Premier. We have spent a quite inordinate 
amount of money on cat-related items, including toys, grooming equipment (I don’t know why, as Jai 
doesn’t really need a lot a grooming!), beds, a garden security system, and most recently a very tall 
climbing frame for the cats which is built to survive a nuclear attack. The old lady cats are a little stiff and 
elderly to find much enjoyment in it although Cleo was very territorial when it first appeared and fought 
off an SAS-style attempt by Bibi, who attempted to join her by climbing 4 ½ feet up the pole and swinging 
himself around, and so onto the platform in the style of James Bond. She swiped at him with her claws as 
his head appeared over the edge, and deployed some very bad language indeed. Bibi was so shocked that 
he fell off.  

We had a great time at the Supreme, although I learned that putting a blue cat into a pen decorated with 
blue drapes is perhaps not the best idea from the visual point of view. The cat tends to “disappear”, 
especially if you are trying to photograph said cat as it lounges decadently on satin cushions in the 
spaciousness of a double pen. All you can see are the eyes…never mind, I shall have to use the same ones 
in 2010 as I’m too poor to afford any new ones, having spent most of the husband’s money on sundry cat 
related items (see above).  Perhaps we should have a “show drapes swap shop” for owners of different 
coloured cats – I can see a cream coloured cat with blue eyes looking just fabulous against blue satin... 

I have also learned that an essential piece of show equipment (and one which I forget more than I 
remember) is a small stool   for the owner to sit upon, resting her weary feet and allowing cat to vocalise 
directly into the ear for greater effect.  

At our first show in 2010, Jai was made up to Grand Premier. Co-incidentally, when we arrived home that 
day, there on the mat was a padded envelope addressed to the boy himself. He doesn’t get much post, so 
it was quite exciting. Inside it was the engraved medallion from the GCCF for his Premier title, which we 
had claimed the previous July.  

We had a “red card” day (all 1st places) at the second show we entered in 2010, which was nice. He was 
awarded a really ritzy turquoise rosette engraved with his name for being first in his Grand Premier class.  
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And so our most recent outing was to the reorganised Short 
Haired Cat Society Show and Joint Foreign Show at Stoneleigh in 
April. I arranged to take a rare day off from Sunday duties, and 
off we set. He was very quiet in the car on the way there but he 
doesn’t really do mornings, so that’s normal.  

Much to my surprise he was awarded his first Reserve Imperial   
Grand Premier certificate and also his first Imperial Grand 
Premier certificate as well. More ritzy rosettes follow in the 
post as they weren’t available at the shows. Comments from 
judges include words such as “noisy” “…has a way with words 
mainly ‘expletives’, definitely speaks the language…” and 
“…grumbling and pretending to be fierce!” And he gave us such 
earache in the car going home. I’ve no idea what he was 
complaining about, but oh boy was he going to tell us, and he      

did, at great length and for 90 minutes continuously.  

 

As I said, you wouldn’t believe he was a Vicarage kit… 
 

Elaine Evans, April 2010  
 
         +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

News from Kesa's Home 
 
Our roof is repaired at last! But I am still reluctant to allow Kesa out, as it is still something of a 
mystery how he found his way out of the fortifications; our roofer had a look, but could not see 
anything obvious. He has adapted well to his indoor life, with every possible mental and physical 
care from his two devoted slaves, i.e. sunroom overlooking the garden, numerous toys to play 
games with, a varied and tasty menu, an indoor loo (of course), and last but anything but least, 
plenty of love and attention, cuddles and laps when demanded.  He now weighs 9 lbs at nearly 8 
years old. We had a scare last month when the vet found a lump on his chest when I took him 
for his flea jab; it was removed, and thankfully was found to be benign.  
 
Robin Miller, Shrasta’s owner, and I had a very enjoyable day visiting Julie and all her cats and 
kittens on our way back from Chrissy Russell’s house where we met the Khao Manee’s, the 4th 
Thai breed.  It was a delight to visit the two furry families – real cat therapy! 
 
I also keep in touch with my dear friend Helen and only wish that you were all a bit nearer! Our 
thoughts and our very warmest wishes are, however, with you and your feline friends, as always.  

P.S. Robin Miller opposite and us share mutual cat duties when anyone is away, so convenient; 
his Shrasta is the dearest of old gents. 

Jane, Robin, and Kesa.                    Jane Hard – Vice President of KCA 

Cat One Liners! 
• What do you call a cat that lives in an igloo? An eskimew.  
• Where does a cat go when it loses its tail? The retail store.  
• What happened when the cat went to the flea circus? He stole the whole show!  

Photo courtesy of Nigel Goddard, KSDigital 
Photography. 
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The Supreme Show 
of the Governing Council of the Cat Fancy. 

 

20th November 2010 
 

NEC Birmingham 
Halls 6 & 7 

 [Entries have now closed] 

Celebrating the Centenary of the GCCF 

Over 1000 pedigree cats entered 

Please come along and support your club.   

The Korat Cat Association will have a table in 
‘Club Row’ where you can come and chat  

to club members and the committee.  
We will have magazines, leaflets, photos and best 

of all, two Korats waiting to be cuddled! 

Hope to see you there! 
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OBITUARY – Chris Saltmarshe 
I am sad to tell you that Chris Saltmarshe died on 17 September 2010, following a long illness after 
contracting meningitis.  Many of you will have seen Chris, and her daughter Annabelle, at cat shows 
over the years and she also managed to attend many club AGMs, in spite of the difficulties she 
encountered with Annabelle’s disability.  Chris was a dedicated member of the Korat Cat Association 
club; always paid her subs on time and tried to support her club at both the Supreme and KCA Show, 
each year, when possible.  

Annabelle, played a huge part in Chris’s life and she dedicated a great deal of time over the years, 
researching Annabelle’s condition to get the help she needed, supported by Crossroads Care 
organisation.  Finally, in 2000, Annabelle had an operation to reduce her seizures to around one a 
month and Chris (and subsequently, her family) have lobbied the authorities so that Annabelle has 
now been provided with her own bungalow and a full time carer and is doing really well.   

I imagine many of you will be as surprised as I was to hear that Chris wished to be buried at sea!  She 
had always loved the sea (and, in particular, lighthouses) and she felt that if she was buried at sea she 
would, in time, become a small part of the great expanse of seas and oceans.  Whenever her family 
and friends saw the sea, they would think of her and that she was a small part of what they were 
viewing.  I understand, from Chris’s daughter-in-law, that a burial at sea (not scattering of ashes but a 
‘proper’ burial) is not the easiest thing in the world to arrange!  However, the plans are currently all 
in place for Chris’s coffin to be released to the sea, just off the needles, Isle of Wight, as soon as the 
weather is suitable.  I am lucky to live in Southampton and the family have a spare place on the boat, 
so I am hoping that I will be able to attend this fitting and very unusual service for Chris. 

There will also be a memorial service for Chris, to celebrate her life, at a venue in Cambridgeshire, 
hopefully to be held before Christmas.  Details are not finalised yet but if you would be interested in 
attending, please contact me and I will forward the details when I have them.  The family are 
currently in the process of setting up a Memorial Fund to benefit The Meningitis Trust & Crossroads 
Care (who supported Chris throughout her life to get help for Annabelle).  If you would like to make a 
donation to Chris’s Memorial Fund, please contact Sam on samanthawood74@hotmail.com. 

Samantha asked me to pass on her thanks to all those who helped rehome Chris’s cats after she was 
taken ill 18 months ago.  Chris had been an active Korat breeder for many years, dedicating a great 
deal of her breeding program to develop the Thai Lilacs and many of her Thanonwang lilac cats are on 
the show bench today - they are her legacy to the breed.  She will be sadly missed. 
 

-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-  
Cat Quotes  from Robin Miller 

“The more people I meet, the more I like my cat.” - Anonymous 

 “Cats are connoisseurs of comfort.” - James Herriot 

“Cats don't like change without their consent.” - Roger Caras 

“Cats never strike a pose that isn't photogenic.” - Lillian Jackson Braun 

“Cats find humans useful domestic animals.” - George Mikes 
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Why Do Cats ... ?    Part 6 
 
Do cats see in colour? 
It was once believed that cats are colour-blind, but now it is known that they can actually tell 
the difference between certain colours. Basically, they see the world in shades of blue and 
green. Though they see colour, cats don't pay much attention to it. In nature, colour isn't 
particularly necessary for a cat's survival success. 
 
Why do all tabbies have an "M" on their foreheads? 
Since most of the world's cats are tabbies, the distinctive M is a genetic feature passed on 
from generation to generation. This feature is part of the fur pattern. An Italian legend tells 
the story of a young cat being in the stable in Bethlehem during the Christ Child's birth. As 
the Child lay crying in the manger, none of the animals present could soothe Him to sleep. 
When the tabby jumped into the manger, snuggled close, and began to purr, the Infant Child 
responded as if to a lullaby and soon drifted off to sleep. Mary gave the tabby a gentle pet on 
the forehead. Where her fingers had touched, the little tabby was marked with an M as a 
symbol of the Madonna's eternal gratitude. 
 
Why do cats flick their ears when they're asleep? 
The cat's remarkable ears each have 30 muscles that control the outer ear (our ears only 
have 6 muscles). These muscles rotate 180° so that they can hear without moving their head. 
Even though they may appear to be sleeping quite often, most of the time they are only 
dozing, constantly searching the air for sound. 
 
Why does the Manx cat have no tail? 
The most common Manx cat legend says that the tail was lost because the cat was the late 
boarding the Ark. Noah accidentally slammed the door on the tail. In fact, the lack of a tail is 
a true genetic abnormality that was first observed in the 16th century. The tail mutation is a 
serious defect. There is a hollow in the Manx's body where the tail should be. This distorts the 
rest of the spine so that the Manx has a backbone with fewer and shorter vertebrae. A true 
Manx is called a "Rumpy"; if he has a tiny tail, he's a "Stumpy." He is also called a "Bunny" 
because his strong back legs are longer than his front. As a result, he runs with a hop. 
 
Why do cats have three eyelids? 
The third eyelid is actually a tiny triangle of pinkish or whitish tissue that is sometimes visible 
in the corner of the cat's eyes. It's called the haw, or nictating membrane. Humans have 
something like it - the small pink bump at the inner corner of the eyes. In the cat, the haw 
rises automatically and then moves sideways across the eye to protect or lubricate its 
sensitive surface. If the cat is ill, undernourished, or on the verge of catching a disease, the 
presence of the haw is a good indicator that the cat's health isn't up to par. The spontaneous 
movement occurs because pads of fat behind the eyeballs, which act as shock absorbers, 
start to shrink when the cat is in poor health. This is usually a signal to immediately take your 
cat to the vet. 
 
Why do cats shed? 
It's their way of going from their winter coat into a summer one. Less hair means a cooler 
body. Cats lose more hair in summer months because the increased light from longer days 
triggers the shedding process. The average house cat will also shed more because of electric 
lights, even near the light from a TV screen. Stress and illness adds yet other factors to cause 
more shedding. 
 
Why do cats retract their claws? 
They pull in their claws to protect them and to keep them sharp. They need to be kept sharp 
for all the reasons explained above. Sharpened claws are needed to mark their territory as 
well. When scratching, sweat glands between the paw pads secrete a scent transferred to the 
tree trunk or other object (possibly furniture if a house cat). This is how the cat identifies the 
scratched area as his own. In the animal kingdom, the cat's retractable claws are his most 
remarkable feature. When the legs are extended, the paws automatically expand to 
extraordinary size and the claws appear. 
Reference  
Cat World Desmond Morris 
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£Treasurer’s Notes 
 
I am now able to write this having removed the playdough from the keyboard! No, not really, 
but it still smells as awful with the grandchild as it did when his mother was small. Spent time 
making animals and faces today but Jen and Julie keep on about newsletter bits! I was going 
for a play on the swings and seesaw but the usual August summer weather soon made that 
idea impossible unless I pretended to be a duck! (No comments on that). 
 
Anyway, the boring bits.........  Thanks to all who have paid up recently. Cheques get posted 
in batches to the bank so don't be surprised if it is a little while before it shows on your bank 
statement.  As usual, if you have any queries re' your subs' then just contact me and let me 
know. The lists are up to date and you might be the "lucky" recipient of a red dot which 
means I want something from you please. If I don't get your subs, this will be your last 
Newsletter and any breeders taking advantage of the website facilities will lose that benefit.   
Use the form below to send me your pennies. 
 
My thanks also to all those who send that 'little extra' with their subs'. Every donation means 
that our rescue finances remain secure for the (thankfully) rare occasion that they are 
needed. We had one very generous breeder member who recently  passed onto the club their 
Petplan kitten bonus so another many thanks for that. 
 
So that concludes the boring bits..... now for the serious..... There comes a time in every 
week/month/year (you choose) when it's time for some navel contemplating. You know, 
everything is done, door handles polished, light bulbs washed, carrots arranged in size order 
etc ... etc and your Korat/Thai looks at you. I remember looking deep into a sheep's eyes 
once (don't ask!) and seeing absolutely nothing, a total blank. Well, have you ever wondered 
what the darling is thinking as it looks at you? Yes, I know you all believe it is thinking what a 
nice, loving  and kind owner I have --WRONG-- what it really is thinking to itself goes 
something like this extract from the secret cat diary of Fluffles.............. 
  
DAY 761 - Today my attempt to kill my captors by weaving around their feet while they were 
walking almost succeeded, must try this at the top of the stairs. In an attempt to disgust and 
repulse these vile oppressors, I once again induced myself to vomit on their favourite chair.  Must 
try this on their bed (again). 
DAY 762 - Slept all day so that I could annoy my captors with sleep depriving, incessant pleas for 
food at ungodly hours of the night. 
DAY 763 - Decapitated a mouse and brought them the headless body, in attempt to make them 
aware of what I am capable of, and to try to strike fear into their hearts. They only cooed and 
condescended about what a good little cat I was...Hmmm. Not working according to plan... 

Enjoy the Autumn. 

Brian Lacey (Treasurer) 
01664 474408 or johnbrian.lacey@btinternet.com 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
KCA Subscriptions for 2010 were due 1st January 2010 

 
Single: £9    Joint: £10 Overseas: £12 

 
Name(s). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
Email address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   Tel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Send your cheques, payable to Korat Cat Association, to: 
Brian Lacey (Treasurer), The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF 
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CARTOON PAGE 
 

 
 

“My God, do you realise the year’s half over?” 

 
 
 

“For God’s sake, think! 
Why is he being so nice to you?” 

 

 
 

“Hey, let’s do lunch?” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Look what they did to her! We should be 
thankful they only had us spayed.” 

 



KORAT  CAT  ASSOCIATION 
LIST  OF  BREEDERS 

 
 

NAME / LOCATION   PREFIX / TEL NO  EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS 
 
Mr R & Mrs L Best   Myfanwy   richbest@hotmail.com 
Cardiff     029 2084 2845 
Mr & Mrs L Black   No Prefix Yet   felicityvincent@googlemail.com 
London    020 7485 1211 
Mr S & Mrs D Brown   Shantung   denisebrown138@btinternet.com 
West Yorkshire   01977 510978 
Ms Julie Cherkas    Jusarka   jusarka@yahoo.co.uk 
Southampton     023 8090 4187 
Ms Jo Collar    No Prefix Yet   j.collar@ntlworld.com 
Surrey     07799 062143 
Miss J Couch*    Jasumik   tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk 
South Wales     01792 791207 
Mrs S L Edwards*   Moei    sherylleona@hotmail.co.uk 
Wirral     01516 395067 
Mrs P Ferguson   Risinstar   triciascats@f2s.com 
Northumberland   01434 344407 
Mrs C Harding-Brown*   Clairabelle   animalantix@woodside.co.uk 
Berkshire     07889 119224   www.animalantix.com 
Mrs H Hawkins*    Koorahk   koorahk_korats34@hotmail.com 
Manchester     0161 281 6482  www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk 
Mrs J Jeffers*    Maipenrai   jj@korat.co.uk 
Isle of Man     01624 823655 
Mrs J Lacey*     Jenanca   jen.lacey@btinternet.com 
Rutland     01664 474408   www.jenanca.com 
Mrs A Locher*   Bikila          walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk 
London    020 8898 4299 
Mr W & Mrs E Newland*   Narkeesha    cats@narkeesha.co.uk 
Portsmouth     023 9258 8899   www.narkeesha.co.uk 
Miss C Nichols*    Nikelsilva   nikelsilva@yahoo.com 
Humber Bridge   01482 627029 
Mr O Rabia    Camacoona   camacoona@aol.com 
Carlisle    07502 028753   www.camacoona.com 
Mrs M Saunders   Chandrakan   mary23@btinternet.com 
Devon     01395 597791 
Mr W Wilkinson   Theoaks   williewilkinson@btinternet.com  
North Cotswolds   01608 651140  
Mrs S Williams-Elliss*  Serennol   sarah.williamselliss@virgin.net   
Nottinghamshire    07807 888718   www.serennol.co.uk 
Mrs Liz Wilson    Higford   lizziecatw@higford.orangehome.co.uk 
Herefordshire    01531 660283         

* Denotes stud ownership   
 
OVERSEAS BREEDERS 
Ms C Baird    Primprau’s  Denmark     mail@korat.dk 
Ms D Mastrangelo   Jadeye  Italy          email@jadeye.eu 
Mr B Pollesche   Kobalt   Germany     bpollesche@arcor.de 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

KCA  KITTEN  LIST  SERVICE 
 
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KCA website. 

Please include date of birth, number of kittens born, type of kittens (i.e. korats or thais) 
and number of each sex still available. 

Please remember to let Julie know when your kittens have been placed. 
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