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Editor’s Note
Well, no sooner had I finished the Winter
Newsletter than it seems to be Easter! As I
type this, it’s 5 months to the day since I broke
my ankle and I’m pleased to report that I can
now walk again! Albeit very slowly, not very far and with a limp, but at least I’m mobile.
**NEW** KCA Club Website – I haven’t had any suggestions for the content of the
website. I asked in the last issue for your ideas and would still like you to have a look at
the new site and let me know if you have any ideas about what else you would like to
see there. You can email me directly from the links on the website at
www.korats.org.uk
Club news – it’s time for the AGM and your newsletter contains all the information you
need to participate in the running of your club. Details start on page 8.
Show News – I had hoped to bring news, photos and results from our 4th Championship
Show held on 9 January but unfortunately due to horrendous weather conditions, the
venue closed and the show was cancelled. However, we have our intrepid show managers
to thank for the re-scheduled shows which will now be held on Sunday 18 April 2010
so, once again, I hope you will come and see us there – see page 4.
Electronic Newsletters – I can now send your newsletter by email. See page 5 for
more details if you are interested in this. Colour supplement – you will have noticed
that it’s missing! As I only had four photos I am saving them for a future issue so do
send lots in to me. We need pictures of pets as well as show cats and kittens!
Once again, I would like to thank all those who have contributed; please keep sending in
your articles - and photos! I need your photos and articles for the next issue by the
end of July! Enjoy your newsletter ☺
Julie Cherkas, KCA Newsletter Editor
Email your contributions to me at: jusarka@yahoo.co.uk or you can send paper copies to me; my address
is inside the front cover.

2009 Star Title Show Winners
The list of cats attaining new GCCF Titles during 2009 can be found on page 3. If you
have not already sent Sheryl Edwards your 2009 Show Results in order to claim your
Special Club Rosettes and compete for the best Show Cat awards, please make sure
that Sheryl receives all of your details before Saturday April 10th. Sheryl’s contact
details are on the inside front cover.
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GCCF TITLE WINNERS
KCA Member’s Cats Qualifying for New GCCF Title – 1 October 2008 to 30 September 2009
Breeder

Owner

Date

Cat’s Name & Full Title

Sex

Qualifying Show

UK & IGrCh Chandrakan Karnchana

F

Mrs M Saunders

Mr K Game

Supreme Show

22.11.08

UK & IGrCh Nikelsilva Neptune

M

Miss C Nichols

Miss C Nichols

Supreme Show

22.11.08

Ch Jenanca Lone Star

M

Mrs J Lacey

Mrs J Lacey

Yorkshire County Cat Club

25.10.08

Ch Jusarka Pussywillow

F

Ms J Cherkas

Ms J Cherkas

Korat Cat Association

10.01.09

UK & IGrPr Maipenrai Taoprincess

FN

Mrs J Jeffers

Mrs J Day

Supreme Show

22.11.08

Gr Ch Hibreeze Nimnuan Laliwan

F

Mrs A Whitehouse

Mrs H Hawkins

Manchester & District Cat Club

2.5.09

Ch Jenanca Anjali

F

Mrs J Lacey

Mrs J Lacey

Bedford & District Cat Club

25.4.09

Gr Ch & Pr Jenanca Astrids Hope

FN

Mrs J Lacey

Mrs S Williams-Elliss Coventry & Leicester Cat Club

28.2.09

Pr Koorahk Sumi

FN

Mrs H Hawkins

Mrs W Russell

Manchester & District Cat Club

2.5.09

Gr Ch Jenanca Anjali

F

Mrs J Lacey

Mrs J Lacey

Wyvern Cat Club

12.9.09

Ch Jusarka Yin Yang

F

Ms J Cherkas

Ms J Cherkas

Bucks Oxon & Berks Cat Society

19.9.09

Ch Risinstar Capella

F

Mrs P Ferguson

Mrs P Ferguson

Northern Counties Cat Club

13.9.09

Ch Theoaks Remoana

F

Mr W Wilkinson

Mr W Wilkinson

West of England & S Wales Cat Society 29.8.09

Ms A Deacon

Chester & North Wales Cat Club

8.8.09

Mrs J Day

Eastern Counties Cat Society

1.8.09

Mr & Mrs P Evans

Gwynedd Cat Club

18.7.09

Gr Pr Koorahk Keunjy

MN Mrs H Hawkins

Pr Maipenrai Doc Flower

FN

Pr Maipenrai Dowjai

MN Mrs J Jeffers

Mrs J Jeffers

Congratulations to all of these cats and their owners and breeders for achieving a new GCCF Title

THE KCA SHOW
And Short-Haired Cat Club Show
were postponed in January due to bad weather but thanks
to our intrepid show managers, Lynda Ashmore and
Celia Leighton the shows have been re-arranged for

SUNDAY 18th APRIL 2010
The venue has not changed, we are still at
Stoneleigh-Park Exhibition & Conference Centre

Coventry
CV8 2LZ
The show is open to the public from 12.30 pm so please
come and support your club and see all of the many different
breeds of cat being exhibited.
Maps of the venue were in your last newsletter but you can also find
directions on the Stoneleigh-Park website www.stoneleighpark.com
You’ll find directions under the ‘visitor information’ tab. Alternatively,
please contact one of the committee who will be pleased to send you details.
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The Future of Your Newsletter -

From your editor

Are you happy with your Newsletter? Do you have any suggestions to improve the
content of the newsletter? Would you like more cat health articles? Perhaps puzzles
or crosswords are your thing? Please let me have your ideas and suggestions for a
better newsletter. And as always, ALL contributions are gratefully received.
Do you want a colour supplement page? You may have noticed that there was no
colour supplement in this issue. If you were disappointed, then PLEASE help me stop
this happening again by sending me pictures of your pets. Steve Parkin is still very
happy to provide this service for us but I only had 4 pictures for this issue.

I can

only apologise to those members who DID send me a picture and I promise they will
feature in a future issue – in glorious colour. The sooner you all send me photos, the
sooner that will be!
Would you prefer your newsletter by email? I can now send your newsletter to you
by email. The advantage of this is that you can choose whether you print it off or not
and it saves the club money on paper, ink, envelopes, postage and labels! In addition,
any pictures in the body of the magazine, which are photocopied in black and white,
would still be colour in an emailed document! If you would like future issues of the
newsletter in electronic format just email me at jusarka@yahoo.co.uk

Julie Cherkas - Editor
*****************************

When God Made Cats
When God made the world, He chose to put animals in it, and decided to give each whatever it
wanted. All the animals formed a long line before His throne, and the cat quietly went to the end of
the line. To the elephant and the bear He gave strength, to the rabbit and the deer, swiftness; to
the owl, the ability to see at night, to the birds and the butterflies, great beauty; to the fox, cunning;
to the monkey, intelligence; to the dog, loyalty; to the lion, courage; to the otter, playfulness. And all
these were things the animals begged of God. At last he came to the end of the line, and there sat
the little cat, waiting patiently. "What will YOU have?" God asked the cat.
The cat shrugged modestly. "Oh, whatever scraps you have left over. I don't mind."
"But I'm God. I have everything left over."
"Then I'll have a little of everything, please."
And God gave a great shout of laughter at the cleverness of this small animal, and gave the cat
everything she asked for, adding grace and elegance and, only for her, a gentle purr that would
always attract humans and assure her a warm and comfortable home.
But he took away her false modesty.

Lenore Fleischer
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Benjie and Tuppence - The end of a Koorahk era
Over the Christmas period we lost 2 of our very special Korats which came both as a shock and
too close together at a very emotional time of the year. For me it is the end of an era....
UK Grand Champion & Imperial Grand Premier Koorahk Benjakalyani (21/6/1991 - 20/12/2009)

Benjie was my first own bred breeding/show
queen and was 18 and a half years old when
she died, peacefully in my arms, at home.
She had such a wonderful life and was much
loved. Benjie was the '5th daughter' of my
founding queen, Arian (GrCh Sawatao
Ariannaidd Glas) which is what her name
means in Thai.
I first showed her at the tender age of 12
weeks and she was Anne Rickson's 'take
home kitten of the day'.
Benjie made
Champion in 3 straight shows and then went
on to get 2 Grand CC's and 3 Reserve
GCC's before getting her title. Her UK title was achieved later in life, between being a wonderful
mum to many beautiful and successful kittens, including UKGrCh Koorahk Frank (my
handsome stud boy), IGPr Koorahk Tawahn, Ch&GrPr Koorahk Harry Potter, Ch Koorahk
Kannika, Pr Koorahk Tillyanne Bud, GrCh Koorahk Phai-Lin who went to Australia and my first
Thai-lilac, Koorahk Talluah Lilabelle who gained a Merit!
After Benjie was spayed I decided to show her as a neuter and her success was truly amazing!
She gained Premier and Grand Premier titles in 6 straight shows with numerous Red Card
Days and nominations for BIS, BOV etc. One of my happiest and proudest days was in June
2007 when, aged 16 years she gained her Imperial Grand Premier title! That same year she
also got a UKGPC, at the Supreme Show. Benjie was such a beautiful girl and quite small. She
had the most amazing deep green eyes and lots of silver tipping which just got better with age.
In her younger days she was midwife and nanny to my other girls, a devoted and
loving grandma. However, in her later years, she earned the title 'grumpy granny' as she didn't
like being bounced upon by kittens. A grumble and gentle swipe usually did the trick and she
would sleep on in peace and quiet. Everyone who met Benjie fell in love with her as she was so
friendly and loving. Her famous 'head butt' has been passed down to Frank and many kittens.
Benjie became unwell just 2 weeks before she died and was diagnosed with kidney failure. Her
last hours were spent with me, talking to her and stroking her.
God Bless you Benjie and thank you for all the years of love and cuddles. I miss you purring by
my head in bed... xxx
UK Grand Premier Koorahk Tuhp Toh (22/08/1987 - 24/12/2009)
Tuppence was born in my very first Korat litter! He was born 10 hours after his 2 litter brothers
and was very small, just 2oz - his Thai name means 'to grow up'. Our son, Trystan, was just 4
years old when he saw Tuppence being born and they grew up together. I decided to keep
Tuppence and have him as a show neuter. Trystan bought Tuppence from me for 5p! It was
obvious from the beginning that he was going to be very successful on the bench. He gained
titles of Premier, Grand Premier and UK Grand Premier in straight shows. At his first Supreme
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show, May 12th 1990, he also took Best of Breed and
was the first Korat to go onto take Best of Variety
Foreign and so nominated for Supreme neuter.
Unfortunately, we didn't have the Imperial classes
then so I showed him at local Exemption shows, for
fun. He finally retired at 16 years old after getting BOV
Foreign Neuter and went on to win Best in Show
Neuter. Tuppence thought that every kitten born into
this house was his! He was such a gentle boy.
Trystan and Tuppence were always close and I'm so
thankful Trystan was here when he died. He didn't
settle at all after Benjie died. That Xmas Eve morning
Trystan and I took turns stroking him and at 10.15am
he sighed and left us...
Our emotions have been very mixed - sadness and
utter devastation at losing them together, but happy
and relieved knowing that they died peacefully and in their own time, at home. Hopefully, they
were at the Rainbow Bridge together...
Thank you to everyone who sent cards, e-mails, flowers. Your words helped such a lot at such
a sad time.
Helen, David and Trystan Hawkins - Koorahk Korats

**********************************

16 Reasons Why Cats are Better Than Kids
1. They eat less.
2. They don't ask for money all the time.
3. They are easier to train.
4. They normally come when called.
5. They NEVER ask to drive the car, so they don't wreck the car.
6. They don't hang out with drug-using friends.
7. They don't smoke or drink.
8. They don't have to buy the latest fashions.
9. They don't want to wear your clothes.
10. They don't need a 'gazillion' thousand pounds for university.
11. They don't roll their eyes and say "oh Pleeeese".
12. They don't play weird music at top volume.
13. They don't need to have a baby sitter when you go out.
14. They don't answer back.
15. They listen no matter what you say!
16. You don't have to spend hundreds of pounds for Christmas and birthdays.
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Committee News
AGM

It’s the time of year when the AGM is on the horizon once again. As you will see this
Newsletter brings you your minutes and agenda. Please come along and meet the Committee,
express your views on any club/GCCF related subject, or just Korat chat. Apart from the
bit where we have to take reports and have elections it’s all very informal.
We are in Room 5 in the Oliver Bird Hall again this year, which is through the main doors
and at the top of the steps. Not quite so much room, but cheaper and we can spread into the
adjoining room to eat. It also has its own en suite!
From 1pm tea and coffee will be served as you arrive, so that business part of the meeting
can be underway by 2.00pm.
The agenda items this year are mostly the usual routine, not great entertainment, but have
to be done. We can always look forward to a cuppa after the dry business.
However, the Committee did think it was time to give THE CLUB RULES an overhaul. The
last print was in 1996. 1999 brought the first amendments and in 2004 there were
changes to committee size and meeting quorum rules. Difficult to keep track of things on
paper, but the website is surely an ideal medium. Don’t worry we won’t go through the lot
line by line on the day, but any comments will be taken note of.
To keep to the rules the Committee should consult members on changes to the Korat & Thai
Standard, Registration and Breeding Policies. As the KBAC must submit a Breeding Policy to
GCCF by January there’s a need to use the website and email to do this. Hence the item on the
agenda concerning this.
THE COMMITTEE
In 1996 14 was the designated number of members. A few years on volunteers were hard to
find and it became 10 with co-options allowed for. Today the number stands at 12 and there
has been other interest expressed. As there has been no election for some time it seems fair
that all present members and those who wish to serve should submit their names with a
proposer and seconder formally in advance (post or email). Please be sure you have paid
your subs or you won’t be eligible!
I’ve added two ‘hot topic’ discussion items to the agenda this year. These are on issues that
have been raised in the course of club business. If any of you have others they can be added
Additional hot topics from members are always welcome as discussion items.
The AGM is the opportunity for you to comment on how the club is being run and bring
forward new ideas. Of course, if you can’t make it to the meeting, you can send in your
thoughts which can be contributed on the day.
Refreshments will again be on offer later
Anyone wishing to join the Committee, who wants to know more or needs advice on any Korat
matter you can reach me by post, telephone or e-mail.
All other Committee members are also very happy to be contacted.
Jen Lacey (Secretary)
The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Oakham, Rutland LE15 7HF
Tel: 01664 474408
E-mail : Jen.Lacey@btinternet.com

More Cat Quotes: Courtesy of Robin Miller
“Cats invented self-esteem.”

Erma Bombeck

“Never try to be more stubborn than a cat.”

Robert Heinlein

“Some people have cats and go on to lead normal lives.”

Anon

“I never married because there was no need. I have three pets at home answering the same
purpose as a husband........a dog which growls in the morning, a parrot which swears all
afternoon, and a cat which comes home late at night.”
Marie Corelli
“A tom cat hijacked a plane, stuck a pistol in the pilot’s ribs and said: “Take me to the
canaries”.”
Bob Monkhouse
“There is no snooze button on a cat which wants breakfast.”

Anon

“Dogs come when called; cats take a message and get back to you later.” Mary Bly
“A cat has absolute emotional honesty.”

Ernest Hemingway

“I got rid of my husband - my cat was allergic to him.”

Anon

“My husband said it was him or the cat - I miss him sometimes.”

Anon

“I never heard of a cat suffering from insomnia.”

Joseph Krutch

“Most cats sleep six to a bed – ten without the owner.”

Stephen Baker

“The clever cat doesn’t let on that he is.”

Robert Heinlein

“One cat just leads to another.”

Ernest Hemingway

"A meow massages the heart."

Stuart McMillan

“As anyone who has been around a cat for any length of time will know, cats have enormous
patience with the limitations of the human kind.”
Cleveland Amory
“Cat’s motto: No matter what you’ve done wrong, always make it look as if the dog did it.”
Anon

******************************
News from Kesa's Home
Kesa sends his warmest wishes to his KCA fellow-Korats. He is in great form and we hope to
let him out soon into his (hopefully) more securely fenced garden, but not quite yet since we
are having our roof repaired and we do not want him to go mountaineering in the scaffolding!
He has us under his velvet paw as ever.
Very warmest thoughts and wishes to all of you in the KCA and of course to your special
felines, - Jane, Robin, and Kesa.
Jane Hard – Vice President of KCA
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Alice’s Diary – Chaper 3
Well – the human really has gone a step too far this time. I think I mentioned that she decided I needed
a companion. Like a hole in the head, my dears. His name is Solomon, shortened to Solly [though I have
heard the human calling him some other names that I didn’t understand]. My quiet and ordered
existence has been shattered. He has no respect for his elders – or his human, come to that. Apparently
his breeder [Julie Cherkas] told my human [with a nasty little grin on her face] that he was the
naughtiest kitten she had ever produced.
The worst thing is being shut in all day. I used to be trusted not to wander too far – but not anymore.
The only time the cat flap is open is when the human is home, although she has promised me that when
Easter comes, she will introduce Solly to the outside world [I would advise a very strong and short
leash]. In the meantime, I am subjected to being dive‐bombed by a Korat‐shaped furball whenever I
settle down for a little nap. I believe that he possesses super‐feline powers. I hide myself under things
so he can’t see me, but he finds me every time. The human says that this is because I only hide my
head, and that he can still see the rest of me. Rubbish – if I can’t see him, surely he can’t see me. My
consolation is that the human fares little better. She has scratches in places humans shouldn’t have
scratches, due to Solly’s fear that something awful will happen after she emerges from her shower if he
doesn’t leap on to her from the other side of the room before she wraps herself in her towel. [Comment
from human – he doesn’t possess supernatural feline powers …he is possessed by them]
Then there was the unfortunate incident with the coffee. The human was lying back in her chair one
evening, semi‐comatose, holding a full mug of coffee. The feline re‐incarnation of Evel Knievel launched
himself across the room, and I watched, fascinated as coffee was sprayed far and wide, ruining the only
piece of sitting‐room carpet left unsullied by Nancy and me in our kittenhood. My knowledge of human
swear‐words is increasing exponentially. We had a good laugh though, the day that he decided that he
would try to swing on a cobweb which was dangling temptingly from the ceiling [I did tell you about my
human’s housewifely skills, didn’t I?]. This week he cost the long‐suffering woman over £400. That’s
what she says anyway … I say she should have controlled her temper a bit more. It started when he
decided to see what was behind the blinds in the kitchen, and in doing so, he knocked all her precious
orchids off the windowsill onto the work surface. All the stems were broken, so had to be put in water,
or something... The human was steam‐driven by now … I swear I could see it coming out of her ears. As
she turned the tap on in a rage, it came away in her hand. Now, I hate the water‐monster almost as
much as the carpet‐monster, so I helped things by knocking a couple of plates to the ground in my hurry
to get away. Anyway, the outcome was that a new mixer tap had to be fitted, and the plumber charged
an obscene amount of money to do it. He was a nice man though – he fell in love with Solly, and offered
to take him off the human’s hands. I think she was tempted.
It is not all bad, of course. I do enjoy having a feline companion to cuddle up to when his nap‐time
coincides with mine. Also, the human has noticed that the instigator of a fight is not always small and
blue … though how could she even consider that to be possible, I really don’t know. I got quite jealous
of his prowess at curtain climbing the other day, and with 2012 in mind, I thought that I would give him
advanced level training in the art. Oops! I forgot that I weigh more than I did eight years ago, and I had
to be rescued by the human before my claws gave out after the effort of holding on for dear life.
Instead, I am giving him important life‐skill tutorials in claw‐clipper‐avoidance/projectile pill‐
spitting/sock‐stealing/ornament‐on‐shelf removal etc. I notice too that our human enjoys having us
both cuddled up together on her knee, or on her bed, and judging by the number of toys that she brings
into the house, that she also enjoys playing silly games with us [even if I am rather old for such things].
I hope to up‐date you on our antics in another couple of months, but don’t count on it. The human was
wondering whether Solly‐cide is an indictable offence…..

Transcribed, as usual, by Caroline Bertram – human slave!
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Why Do Cats ... ?

Part 5

Why do cats feel compelled to bring dead prey into the house?
Returning with the spoils of the hunt is their way of proudly bringing back a gift to their
guardian. Normally, cats see us as a parent figure, but when they present gifts of prey, they
see us as their kittens. Accept the gift graciously and properly dispose of it. Big cats in the wild
present prey to others in their den as a social gesture. Perhaps they prefer to share it in safety
where chances of theft are slim.
What do your cat's eyes reveal about his moods?
The pupils of a hungry cat's eyes will dilate up to five times their normal size when he spies his
food bowl, even if it's empty. They'll also appear as big black pools when frightened or
threatened. Half closed eyelids say that he's totally relaxed; when fully closed, he's very
satisfied or asleep. He will shut his eyes for protection against a dominant rival. When forced
into submission, he shuts out the image of his tormentor. The victor perceives this as defeat
and usually walks away.
Why are cats so hard to train?
Actually, cats aren't that tough to train; they just refuse to perform for a pat on the head.
They're indifferent to the process and learn tricks only because they want to. Because they're
not renowned for their obedience, we think they're defiant. However, if there's something in it
for them, they are quick to learn. Cats learn by association. You can't bribe them with sweets
because their taste buds don't have any sweet receptors (as meat eaters they don't need
them). They can't tell the difference between a sugar solution and plain water. As with all
animals, coaxing them includes much love, patience, consistency, authority, repetition, and
reward ... but never punishment. Dogs are trainable because they are born to follow leaders;
cats, on the other hand, take care of themselves.
Are cats smart?
In the animal kingdom, the cat's IQ is surpassed only by monkeys and chimps. Cats think and
adapt to changing circumstances and learn by observation, imitation, and trial and error.
Interestingly, cats seem to learn more quickly from their own mothers than from examples set
by unrelated cats, but imitate humans. They have been shown to exhibit greater problem
solving abilities than dogs. Tests conducted by the University of Michigan and the Department of
Animal Behaviour at the American Museum of Natural History have concluded that while canine
memory lasts no more than 5 minutes, a cat's recall can last as long as 16 hours, exceeding
even that of monkeys and orang-utans.
Do cats think?
A cat's intelligence is confined to cautiousness with a guarded view of the world. They're smart
enough to know danger and remarkably well-equipped to avoid it. Their curiosity is related to
their high intelligence. They will work endlessly in order to get the results they want - food, for
example.
Why do cats' eyes glow in the dark?
There is a simple explanation for that characteristic green or gold shine. A membrane, called
tapetum lucidum, coats the eye and reflects light. When a cat is in the dark, his pupils open
wide and light is reflected off them, but they aren't actually glowing. This ability, along with
their extraordinary sensitivity to ultraviolet rays, enables them to see very well in the dark.
Can cats really see in the dark?
They can't see in total darkness and their daytime vision is only fair, but they can see far better
than humans in semi-darkness. They can also distinguish brightness 7 times better than we do.
As nocturnal hunters, their eyes are able to scoop up even the smallest scrap of available light.
Their vision generally is blurred at the edges and they see best at 6 - 20 feet. When it comes to
movement, though, the cat doesn't miss a twitch. An aside: a cat's diet without taurine, a
substance crucial for his eyesight, will make the cat go blind. Dog food lacks taurine, so never
feed it to a feline.
Reference
Cat World Desmond Morris
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THE KCA
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The meeting will be held on

Sunday April 25th 2010 at 2pm
At the Oliver Bird Hall
Church Hill Road
Solihull B91 3RQ
There are important changes afoot within the GCCF; read more in your
club secretary’s report on page 8. If you want to comment on how your
club is run, provide us with your ideas for the future or join the
committee, please do come to the meeting.

If you can’t make it in

person, let a member of the committee know your views and put them
forward on your behalf. See the Agenda on page 13.
We hope to see you there ☺

Refreshments will be served from 1pm
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THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE KORAT CAT ASSOCIATION
WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE OLIVER BIRD HALL, SOLIHULL
ON SUNDAY, 25th April 2010 AT 2.00 PM
AGENDA
1.

Apologies for absence

2.

Minutes of the AGM of 2009

3.

Matters arising from these minutes

4.

Chairman's Report

5.

The Secretary’s report on the work of the Committee

6.

The Hon Treasurer’s Report and Financial Statement

7.

The appointment of a suitably qualified independent person to examine the accounts

8.

The Show Support Secretary's Report

9.

Delegate's report

10.

It is proposed that the Committee should revise the rules and make them available to
the membership via the website

11.

It is proposed to consult breeder members on the Korat & Thai breeding policy via
email

12.

Election of the President & Vice-President

13.

Election of Committee Members

14.

The election of a delegate and substitute delegate to Council.

15.

Hot topics: (for discussion)
a) loaning/donating KCA money to fund a GCCF computer upgrade
b) KCA Newsletter via the website and/or email

16.

Any other business

Members are reminded that they can add proposals to the agenda provided they submit them
to the Secretary, in writing (or via email) before the meeting. Items brought up under AOB
are for discussion only.
Don't forget: if you are unable to attend the AGM but have strong feelings on any Korat/GCCF
matter please make them known when you send your apologies for absence.
THE AGM IS THE OCCASION TO EXPRESS YOUR OPINION ON HOW YOUR CLUB’S
AFFAIRS ARE BEING RUN
It is also an opportunity to meet the Committee and have social time.

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE KORAT CAT ASSOCIATION
The meeting was held at the Oliver Bird Hall, Solihull, on 26th April 2009.
Seventeen members were present: Mrs L Ashmore, Ms J Cherkas, Mrs J Day, Mr W & Mrs S Edwards, Mrs S L Edwards, Mrs R Game, Mrs G HallTamlyn, Mrs J Jeffers, Mr B & Mrs J Lacey, Mr W & Mrs A Locher, Miss C Nichols, Mr S Parkin, Mr W Wilkinson and
Mrs S Williams-Ellis.
Mrs Edwards opened the meeting shortly after 2 o’ clock, after members had shared lunch together. She welcomed
those present and thanked them for attending the meeting.
Apologies for absence were received from:Mr S & Mrs D Brown, Mrs J Hard, Mr R Hard, Mrs C Harding-Brown, Dr D & Mrs H Hawkins, Mrs T Heath, Mr R &
Mrs J Jewkes, Mr R Miller, Ms L Phillips, Ms G Terry, Mrs E Wilson.
2.

Minutes of the meeting April 27th 2008

These had been circulated in advance via the Newsletter. Mrs Hall-Tamlyn proposed, Ms Cherkas seconded, the
approval of the minutes and they were signed without correction or amendment.
3.

Matters Arising

Item 14 Mrs Lacey gave updated information on the hot topics that had been the subject of debate the previous
year.
a) The restructuring of classes at shows in order to remove titled cats from Open Classes
Proposals to have classes structured according to achievement, instead of a class open to all, had been brought to
Council by two clubs. There had been considerable discussion, but the majority of delegates voted against any
change.
b) Revision of the 13 day rule
In 2008 there had seemed some support for revision of the 13 day rule so that it applied to individual cats rather than
households. Enthusiasm had dissipated when it was shown through one judge’s experience just how dreadful it
could be for a show/breeding household if it was unfortunate enough to be exposed to a virulent virus. Although it
wasn’t known whether other households had been affected in any way it seemed sensible not to raise the level of
risk at present.
c) Breeder training
This was an idea that was liked, but no practical ways to implement it had been put forward.
4.

The Chairman's Report

Mrs Edwards had completed her second year as Chairman. She commented on how little she had been able to be
involved with the club and cats over the past year because of eye sight problems. However, she was now able to
see well out her left eye and was hoping for a similar result with the right.
She said she was pleased to hear good news via Committee members, especially of an increasing number of show
bench successes. She hoped those would be built on this year with Thai promotion.
She knew much depended on hard work by the Committee and thanked all for the efforts they had put into
supporting the club and breed. She congratulated Ms Cherkas and her team for the excellent Newsletters and was
appreciative of the Secretary’s efforts in organising club and KBAC affairs efficiently.

5.

The Committee Report

Mrs Lacey said there had been three committee meetings, two well attended, the third down to six members. Ms
Cherkas, Mrs Day and the Secretary and Treasurer had attended all. Mrs Heath, Miss Nichols and Ms Phillips had
made it to just one.
The February meeting had been chaired by the Vice-Chairman in the Chairman’s absence. Mrs Edwards had been
much missed in the latter part of the year, particularly at the Supreme and the KCA show. At meetings it was useful
to have a non-breeder in the chair to manage more contentious discussions.
The Secretary considered the highlight of the year for her had been the promotion of the Thai Lilac and Blue Point to
Provisional Status. It had taken considerable effort to collect all the statistics necessary, but it had been a pleasure
typing up some delightful reports. The Thai Lilac had achieved 100% in gaining merits.

14

The work would now begin to keep records towards promotion to Championship Status, but it was realised some breeders
would not be continuing for various reasons. Committee members were urged to encourage and support new owners with
some showing/breeding interest for both Thais and Korats. Quality was never in any doubt, but quantity always needed
work.
It was tremendously satisfying to report that the Newsletter now had a variety of contributors, thanks to the effort of its
Editor, Ms Cherkas. Also that there was voluntary support from ordinary members: Angela Adam, Alan Mason and Steve
Parkin, whose goodwill saved the club money.
The show had already taken place for 2009 in a new experimental format. Numbers were down slightly, possibly due to
the time of year and no extension to the entry deadline. At the Supreme some Committee members had manned a club
stall, others had taken part in breed promotional talks which were well received.
Considerable time had been given at the Supreme to finding new homes for Korats and a Thai Lilac who were casualties
of a marriage break up. Thanks to hard work on the day they were all placed by Christmas.
There had been an increasing number of rescue situations over the year and all but one elderly Korat had been found new
homes. The web site had played a crucial part in this and it was becoming increasingly important to the club generally.
Mrs Lacey concluded by saying she was aware of contentious issues from time to time and these should always be
brought to the Committee for discussion, to determine a democratically decided way forward when there was a divergence
of views.
6.

The Hon Treasurer’s Report

Mr Lacey presented the accounts and said that the financial situation had improved a little thanks to three factors: an
increase in membership, another successful show and committee members, and others, who helped the club out by
doing jobs at their own expense. This was much appreciated. Although there wasn’t a lot to spare the club was able to
fulfil its functions in the key areas of membership, breed and show support.
Both KCA and KBAC returns had been made to and accepted by GCCF.
In discussion on the financial statement it was queried if it would be possible for personal direct bank transfers to be used
to pay subscriptions as some people no longer used cheques. Mr Lacey said he would enquire. He knew direct debit was
not possible for a small number of transactions and, although Paypal could be used it was considerably more expensive
than an envelope and postage.
7.

Appointment of a qualified independent person to examine the accounts.

Mr Lacey proposed, Mr Edwards seconded, that Mr Curry, who had examined the books for the last four years, continue.
This was agreed.
8.

The Show Support Secretary’s Report

Mr Edwards said he was sorry to have to miss the show this year, but congratulated the winners He listed those who had
been the stars of the day and achieved BIS awards, and the President’s and Show Manager’s choice.
Mrs Sheryl Edwards gave her impression of the new show format, remembering just how cold it had been on the day.
Although dual entry to both KCA and SHCS shows made it possible to win two certificates she felt that the atmosphere of
a breed club show had been lost, particularly as the Korats had not been penned together. She noted how much Bill and
Sylvia’s support had been missed this year and said that it was noticeable that the Committee needed to pull together
more on the day.
9.

Delegate’s Report

Mrs Lacey reported that there had been the usual three meetings, with Mr John Hansson being elected Chairman in June
with strong support. He had a much tougher job in front of him than his predecessors, as GCCF finances were in a poor
state, the publication of judge reports had to be reorganised with the loss of an official journal and a certain amount of
factionalism still existed after the acrimonious struggle to continue with Our Cats the previous year.
Korat matters had gone smoothly though. There had been no problem with the Thai promotion in Council or the Executive
Committee. There were three new Full Korat judges: Mrs Anderson, Mrs Marriott-Power and Mr Cornish and none had
been lost. Three Probationers were working towards promotion. The microchip proposal from KBAC was now with the
Executive Committee and would probably come to Council in June. It had been held over the previous year so not to be
lost in other contentious issues. Pet Korats would now have a place on the show bench in the pedigree pet section of
Household Pets.
The Supreme Show would continue under new show management. Mrs Leighton planned a cosier show needing less hall
space. It was an event that was still wanted by exhibitors but ways had to be found to make it less expensive now there
was little input from commercial sponsorship.
Mrs Lacey thought it most unlikely that there would be new paper publication of an official journal after Our Cats had
folded. GCCF couldn’t afford any financial input and as subscribers had lost out, some of them badly, they would be
unwilling to commit again in any number. At present the website was functioning well in its place and all she could hope
was that non-computer users could find friends willing to print out for them.
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10.

Election of President

Mrs S L Edwards proposed that Mrs Judith Jewkes continue as President, seconded by Ms Cherkas. There were no
other nominations.
11.

Election of Vice-President

Miss Nichols proposed that Mrs Hard continue as Vice-President, seconded by Mrs S L Edwards There were no
other nominations.
12.

The Election Of Committee Members

All those serving had made it known they were willing to continue, and Mrs Jeffers asked if there was the opportunity
to join. Ms Cherkas proposed that she should, seconded by Mrs S L Edwards. This was agreed.
13.

Election of Delegate and Substitute Delegate

Mrs Lacey was proposed by Ms Cherkas, seconded by Mrs Hall-Tamlyn, as Delegate.
Mrs Hall-Tamlyn was proposed by Ms Cherkas and seconded by Mrs S L Edwards, as substitute. There being no
other nominations the positions were filled as above.
Mrs Hall-Tamlyn would represent the KCA in June at the Electoral Meeting as Mrs Lacey would be in USA to
celebrate 50 years of the Korat in CFA.
14.

Hot topics for discussion

a) Future KCA shows
Mrs Ashmore said it was unfortunate that the heating and PA system failed to work properly on the day. Both were
out of the control of Show Management at that time, but should be in order in 2010. Quite a number of people
wanted the breeds grouped together, but, although this was possible, it was thought unfair to demand it of SHCS
without a long term commitment to them. It was noted that both the dual entry and previous show at Rugby had been
profitable, but this depended on clubs banding together and sharing expenses. It was extremely difficult for small
clubs to be solo. This often depended on goodwill, and reduced the number of judges considerably. Mrs Ashmore
confirmed that the Abyssinian Cat Association would prefer a group show if that was offered. At the end of the
discussion a show of hands made it clear that the overwhelming majority of those present would prefer to return to
the previous format on a spring date if this became an option. It was thought essential there should be a rota for the
club table and this would be planned by the Committee
b) Korats as allowable outcrosses to other breeds
It was acknowledged that the Korat was one of five breeds listed as acceptable outcrosses for a Devon Rex, and
that Korat breeders could not and should not attempt to remove that option. Miss Nichols gave reasons why she
believed the Korat would be a poor choice for Devon breeders, but the consensus was it was matter of individual
breeder choice. There was an inference that breeders abroad disliked the fact that the option existed, but as it had
been known of for many years it was thought the fact that one discussion between a Korat and Devon breeder took
place in the summer, without result, should not change things. In answer to a query from Mr Wilkinson Mrs Lacey
said the results from Dr Lyons’s genetic diversity surveys on cat breeds showed the there was no cause for concern
for Korats in the short term. The world-wide survey had sampled the first and second generation Thai Korats here
showing those bloodlines imported by Mrs Cormack had probably helped a lot. More Korats from their country of
origin was a option well worth consideration. Mrs Ashmore concluded the debate by saying that co-operation
between Korat breeders was something that should not be lost, both the club and BAC had a good reputation in the
wider fancy for sensible and fair minded management of the breed’s affairs.
c) Discouraging close breeding
From March 1st the Kennel Club was no longer registering the progeny of father/daughter, mother/son and
brother/sister matings. Whether GCCF should take similar action had been a topic for a discussion in October that
hadn’t taken place, but it was expected to return to Council’s agenda this year. It was accepted that as cats lived
more as family pets than breeding dogs did there were probably more unintentional matings, often between close
relatives. It was thought that the progeny of these should be on the non-active register, and that planned matings
should be encouraged to be between less closely related cats. However, there should be right of appeal perhaps to
the BAC or EC for exceptional circumstances.
15. Any other business
Mrs Ashmore reiterated how much GCCF needed to make money and asked if people would be interested in
purchasing certain items if they could be made available. Some liked the idea of decorated official pedigrees in the
way the Kennel Club produced them. The idea of being able to buy lost medals was suggested, and purchasing via
the internet was thought to be a way forward. However, what really grabbed interest was a KC publication listing
registrations and transfers which enabled breeders and stud owners to keep track of their progeny. Most thought
they would buy a GCCF equivalent.
The meeting finished at 4.30pm
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KORAT CAT ASSOCIATION - ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR 2009
1st January 2009 - 31 December 2009
Closing balances

2008

2009

Girobank
Deposit
Show

£ 847. 54
£ 548.32.
£1354.92

£1128.29
£1048.58
£1080.67

Total

£2750.78

£3257.34

INCOME & EXPENDITURE

Sales & raffle
Advert receipts
From KBAC for hall hire
Joint show
Welfare donations
Deposit interest
Subscriptions total
Single 49 @ £9
Double 30 @ £11

2008
35.00
49.00
17.50
175.61
64.00
11.40
875.00

Overseas 4 @ £12

Joining fee 10 @ £1
Advance 2010

1227.51

2009
57.10
56.00
34.00
225.75
67.00
0.26
894.00
441.00
330.00
48.00
10.00
65.00
1334.11

Delegates Expenses
Newsletter Expenses
GCCF affiliation sub
Supreme support
Show license
Show support
Room hire
KCA Website
Donation
Admin/post

Income/expenditure

2008

2009

124.00
446.07
30.20
210.00
18.00
42.50
35.00
72.84
50.00
13.00

118.50
236.44
47.55
61.00
25.00
105.57
102.00
71.29
50.00
10.00

1041.61

827.35

£149.84

£185.90

Reconciliations
Girobank

Show Account

Opening balance
Income

£ 847.54
£ 1108.10

Total

£1955.64

Expenses

(£827.35)

Balance

£1128.29

Opening balance
Show profit
Transfer to BS deposit
31.12.09

Nationwide Treasurer’s Account

Transfer from show account
+ Interest accumulated

Total Assets 31.12.09

£1354.92
£ 225.75
(£500.00)
£ 1080.67

£548.32
£500.00
£ 00.26
£1048.58

£ 3257.34

................................................................... J B Lacey, (Treasurer) 28.3.10
....................................................................M Curry, (examined accounts) *
39 Stapleford Road Whissendine, Oakham, Rutland LE15 7HF
* Not yet audited as show account sent in draft only at present

A Trip Down Memory Lane for Genetic History
On 27th January I had some very interesting visitors. I must admit to some nervous moments in
the days beforehand because I didn't really know what to expect. Out of the blue I'd been asked by
a film company if I'd take part in an informal session with Dr Leslie Lyons (of the University of
Davis, California) discussing Korats and
genetics.
Of course, it was flattering to be asked.
I'd met Dr Leslie on various occasions
on trips to the USA, on two occasions
when I'd taken part in Genetics
Extravaganzas she'd organised at UC
Davis. However, then I'd been in the
role of a student and listener, not
putting my own knowledge to the test
in any way. I didn't know in advance
what we were actually going to talk
about or do, and exactly how the Korats
were to be involved.
Dr Lyons and the film crew arrived about noon and we worked through until almost 4 o'clock.
Throughout most of the time Leslie and I were in conversation Kanya and Anjali were playing
around our feet, on our laps or investigating the equipment in Korat fashion. Later there some close
up shots were taken of them on the move and still, and the Korat magic worked its charm as they
showed what delightful little characters they were.
Mostly what was wanted was the GM (Gangliosidosis) screening story; what motivated breeders in
collective action and how we organised ourselves. It all seems a very long time ago now (1997-8)
when we learned that Korats were at risk of inheriting fatal diseases and with the indispensable
help of our then BAC Chairman, Dr Kim Willoughby, sent DNA samples to USA for genetic testing.
However, that took us into the history books. It was the first time this had ever happened for cats,
and I'm pleased it's not been forgotten.
I told what we did here, but had to bring in that it was against an international background. I heard
of GM from a visiting German (Stefan), met Donatella (Italy) via the internet and learnt of her
devastating experiences first hand, read of the work at the Oregon Institute and Dennis Ganoe's
information site (USA), and described how Dr Baker was found via a Canadian contact (Carine) and
screening organised on a Finnish devised model. I've no idea how it will be edited, but I felt that it
was great to have an opportunity to put on record something of what happened 1997-1999. In the
final film I suppose it may get distilled to 5 minutes or so but the people seemed upbeat about it
being of interest.
There's no doubt that Leslie thinks highly of Korat breeders, and I think that's because she's been
impressed by the commitment to the breed amongst those of us she's met. The study into our
breed is ongoing and she believes our cats samples show we're doing well with diversity in our
gene pool which is down to breeder co-operation. We just have to keep doing more of the same,
and not forget to refresh our lines with new bloodlines directly from Thailand every so often.
It was a great day, and I'll let you know any outcome, though I don't suppose it will be for some
months at least.

Jen Lacey – Jenanca Korats
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Treasurer’s Notes

From my musings over the years you will probably have realised by now that I am not the cat person
in this household. My interest runs as far as "Get out of the way you stupid expletive (repeated)
animal!" if a Korat plonks herself right onto the step that I am just about to step on coming downstairs
first thing on a bleary morning. Add to that the fact that virtually every painted window sill in the house
has paw prints embedded on it and you get my point.
So, nothing to do with cats then but the merits of Iggle Piggle, Upsy Daisy, Macca Pacca (my
favourite, after all we need someone, or should that be something (?) to wash stones and pile them
up artistically), 3rd and Bird and not forgetting, how could I, the Waybuloos'. When I was once a little
bundle of joy it was mud pies, then thirty years later building blocks and bouncy cradles, now Yogo,
yes really, and 'the community'. How things have moved on! The reason.... Grandson and Daughter
are living with us full time whilst house move takes place so I am full time into toys and games,
pushing swings and pushchair and even the nappy!! Children's TV is fascinating, everything is sooo
PC... sooo correct, no one gets dirty or falls out of trees, a perfect world, but mind bogglingly
numbing. And now to this .......
A man goes into a restaurant and is seated. All the waitresses are gorgeous. A particularly
voluptuous waitress wearing a very short skirt comes to his table and asks, "What would you
like, sir?" He looks at the menu and then scans her beautiful frame top to bottom, then
answers, "A quickie."
The waitress turns and walks away in disgust. After she regains her composure she returns and
asks again, "What would you like, sir?" Again the man thoroughly checks her out and again
answers, "A quickie, please."
This time her anger takes over, she reaches over and slaps him across the face with a
resounding "SMACK!" and storms away. A man sitting at the next table leans over and whispers,
"Um, Pal, I think it's pronounced 'quiche'."
Oh Yes, knew there was something cat related I had to mention; thank you to all those members who
have paid their subs'. There are still a number of you who are going to receive a red dot on your next
newsletter unless your subs’ are received before the weather improves! To avoid the red dot, just
use the form below to submit your pennies.
Brian Lacey (Treasurer)
01664 474408 or johnbrian.lacey@btinternet.com

----------------------------------------------------------------KCA Subscriptions for 2010 – due 1st January 2010
Single: £9

Joint: £10

Overseas: £12

Name(s). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Email address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Send your cheques, payable to Korat Cat Association, to:
Brian Lacey (Treasurer), The Cottage Cattery, Stapleford Road, Whissendine, Rutland LE15 7HF
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CARTOON PAGE

“I’ve told you before, not in front of the crew!”

Then one day he said
“it’s either me or the darned cat”

“If they don’t like our proposal I’ll show them the
kittens. Everybody likes kittens”

“I know it’s illogical, but even I feel guilty about
wearing a fur coat these days!”

Guess who?
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KORAT CAT ASSOCIATION
LIST OF BREEDERS
NAME / LOCATION

PREFIX / TEL NO

EMAIL / WEB ADDRESS

Mr S & Mrs D Brown
West Yorkshire
Ms Julie Cherkas
Southampton
Ms Jo Collar
Surrey
Miss J Couch*
South Wales
Mrs S L Edwards*
Wirral
Mrs P Ferguson
Northumberland
Mrs C Harding-Brown*
Berkshire
Mrs H Hawkins*
Manchester
Mrs J Jeffers*
Isle of Man
Mrs J Lacey*
Rutland
Mrs A Locher*
London
Mr W & Mrs E Newland
Portsmouth
Miss C Nichols*
Humber Bridge
Mr O Rabia
Carlisle
Mrs M Saunders
Devon
Ms G Sinclair
London
Mr W Wilkinson
North Cotswolds
Mrs S Williams-Elliss*
Nottinghamshire
Mrs Liz Wilson
Herefordshire

Shantung
01977 510978
Jusarka
023 8090 4187
No Prefix Yet
07799 062143
Jasumik
01792 791207
Moei
01516 395067
Risinstar
01434 344407
Clairabelle
07889 119224
Koorahk
0161 281 6482
Maipenrai
01624 823655
Jenanca
01664 474408
Bikila
020 8898 4299
Narkeesha
023 9258 8899
Nikelsilva
01482 627029
Camacoona
07502 028753
Chandrakan
01395 597791
Sawatao
020 8850 3206
Theoaks
01608 651140
Serennol
07807 888718
Higford
01531 660283

denisebrown138@btinternet.com
jusarka@yahoo.co.uk
j.collar@ntlworld.com
tamruat03@yahoo.co.uk
sherylleona@hotmail.co.uk
triciascats@f2s.com
animalantix@woodside.co.uk
www.animalantix.com
koorahk_korats34@hotmail.com
www.koorahkkoratsdirect.co.uk
jj@korat.co.uk
jen.lacey@btinternet.com
www.jenanca.com
walannlocher@yahoo.co.uk
cats@narkeesha.co.uk
www.narkeesha.co.uk
nikelsilva@yahoo.com
camacoona@aol.com
www.camacoona.com
mary23@btinternet.com
gab.s@virgin.net
williewilkinson@btinternet.com
sarah.williamselliss@virgin.net
www.serennol.co.uk
lizziecatw@higford.orangehome.co.uk

* Denotes stud ownership

OVERSEAS BREEDERS
Ms C Baird
Primprau’s
Denmark mail@korat.dk
Mr S Franke
v. Baan Thai
Germany 106462.745@compuserve.com
Ms D Mastrangelo
Jadeye
Italy
email@jadeye.eu
Mr B Pollesche
Kobalt
Germany bpollesche@arcor.de
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
KCA KITTEN LIST SERVICE
Let Jen Lacey know about kittens available. She may be able to put you in touch with enquirers.
Contact Julie Cherkas with your litter information and she will place the details on the KCA website.
Please remember to let both Jen and Julie know when your kittens have been placed.

